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e To the Editor of the *TIVESS

8ir,

r., John Maynard Keynes'book "The EHeconomic

Conseguences of the Peace”, lhe contents of which
heve only recently become known in Folend, st fir
steppers the reeder by the shear weight of statis.
ticsel dete, finenciel deductions, end erguments d
rived therefrom. But on closer observetion it cm
not fail to convey the impression, that it is the
work of & clever finencier, but not the work eith
of an enlightened economist or &« sound politicien
Yo do not wish to eriticise the sttitude of
Wr. Keynes who after having teken pert in the Pe-
gentetive of the British Tressury, suddenly resipg
ed from thie position in order to demend publiceal
the revision of the Tresty in e pro Germen sence,
Ve even'agraa with him, thet the revieion of the

Yesce Treaty would be edvissble. Lut we sre deep

pereusded, thet both historicel justice and econo

micel necersities require, that this revision be
effected in & esense sbsolutely opposed Lo the pro
Cerman plans advocsutled b& ire. Keynes.

Yeking the Dentzig question as en exemple %
observe, that kr., Keynes considers the present ac

lution eg far too favoursble for Foland snd affoz

ding us, excessive influence and powers. We, ong

the other hend must éonsider thie solution as un-

s




e

satisfectory e it has not in & sufficient mec~
sure given us the powseibility ¢f sefeguarding our
most vitel irterestes, Nor in fect have the intee
rests of Dentsig been tuken into due secovunt. For
it Polund needs Dentzig es ite only outlet to the
sea, Dentzig on the other hend nseds Poland se its
neturel *"hinterland®, to which it is llnkid by owr
principel weterway, the Vistuls, Besides Hr.Keynes
forgete, thet Dentzig for sbout 40GC yeasrs wag united
with Polend end thet this union wse one of the main
sources of prospsrity end welfure both of Polend
end of Dentzig iteelf.

it is singular feot, that lr, Keynes,who is
g0 full of pity for the present unhappy state of
Géraany end Austria, hes no word of ¢ampaaoion'er
even of nndorntﬁnding'far the troetnent, Foland hss
experienced during the wer et tha hande of the roe
presentatives of the ebovesmationed two staten,
The difficulties ¥Foland hes to cope with at pree
sent heve, for the msin pert, been ccuced by the
devustetion of her foresta, the looting of her
gtores, the decimetion of her céttle, the reduction
ef her roling stoek end the robbing of her fectee
ries of their mechinery. But even bsfors the wer
Polend hes hed no opportunity of developing her
forces s an ecconomie unit; divided intoc three
geperste partes ahe hus, for more then & ecentury,
been made to serve the interests of the thrse Great

Povers, L¢ whose rule she has been subjected,
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Havine regained her volitigcsl existence, Poland
naturslly cennot reorgenize end rebuild her eco-,
nomic life over nipght, nor cen she achieve this
cbject without the essistence of the Great Powers,
tc whose victory she chiefly owes her independence.
¢he must be afforded the territoriel bounderies,
which sre ereential to her further development. We
protest egeinst eny esolution which might eurteil
this development in the intereste of Coermany or any
other hostile stete, |

“yen if we mdmit, that Germany's cepability
of fulfilling the finsneial obligations, which the
Peece Iresty hee imposed on her and which ir.Keynes
himeelf deseibes us oxcessive, may be affected by ,
the loss of territories, much as the Serre-district,
ilesee=Lorreine snd UppereSilesias, we absolutely re-
fuse Lo acknowlodge, that such considerations can in
any wey counter.balance the justi claime we have to
Upper=8ilesia, whieh so to speek, was the credle of
the Polish State; whose centre it has formed until
the l4th ceantury. If Polend during the 16th, 1l6th,
17th snd 10th eéntury slsckened her hold on Upper
Silecie, this is due to the fecl, thet the Polish
Kingdom in those deys derived its aéonomic strength
golely from sgriculture end was ruled by a power-
ful elegs of lended gentry, who in their search of
‘new treete of lend turned their eyes exclusively to
the Toet, teiheieibie—torriiorios, Lo—tithuTiT,
Enthenir—enitho-brraine, But to-dey Polend isade-
moeratic Republie, dapandsnt on industrisl develop=

mont, supported no longer by &n &ristoorayﬂ of ereat
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lendowners, bul by the broad méaaas of its peussaantls
end lsbourer, The Polish miner in the coel fields
of Unper Bileeis must therefore be reparded 2n essg~
enticl element in the recontruction of th§ Folieh
dtete,
scgording te official atetxtilties for

1651¢ in the hegency of uppeln of & totsul populatxan
umauntiag L0 2e20UeL00 saule, l 280,000 were Foles,
The percenisge of Pelas in the principel mining

centres woe ag fellows °}
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These figures prove, thet the grester
part of tha-csul preduction aflﬁgpar 8ilosis is
due Lo Polish labour and that by the laws of na=
tienwlity, which Love beon asccepted a&s binding
by the Pesce Coaference end forw one of the main
srinciples of the Treaty of Peave, Upper Bilesis
belongs to Polend, Cur cleim te this distriet iw
in no wey less juestified, then Yronce'es Lo bile
suce » Lorrsine. ‘ |

6an the other hend Upper Sileeie is dese
tined to pluy u very importsnt part in Polend's
futnure seonouiec 1life, iir. Keynas staten,'that
of Polend's preewsr annuel demsnd of coul amoune
ting Lo lu;bﬁ&}ﬁcﬁ e tthié figure evidoatly sppe
lies to Oongraesa Polend elome) only 1.00l.000 L.
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So

sere supnlied by Upper Zilesie snd thet eéaﬁem
sveatly the totel snomwsel cosl prodvee of Uiper
“iiesie emoustiog Lo 48.0U0.0UU te i3 much to geet
fer Foiieh needs, Tiis stetement is likely %o
gsnvey « fulse impressions Er, Keyoes forgets,
thel itbe indusiriel development of elead is vont -
nusliy progresseing end thet the seoncuvmption of sl
vili in ?utﬁts be conelderenly grsntor'tﬁan it =y
before the wsre. Thea ke utterly eoversses the very
inportunl fest, thot the distriots of Fruseie,
‘a0w. united Lo Polond uadsr the Pesce Tresty, neme
1y Posen sad Yestorn Pruceis, vith their bighly
davalopoed s;ricéltu}al ianductirieos (euger feetories
flour aille etec,) #ill seed ¢ lerge smount of coa’
ebout 10 to 10 wmiiliome of tons & yesr, tkieh'wilf
equslly hove to be supsITed by Upper Silesis.

 #triking se thess errors mey be, they sre
@6rs trifiles o comperisca (o the utter fgnorsace
of Poliak effsirs eaaéle& #ilh prejudiced sniuoe
sity, whieh revesl themselves in paasages like the
followiag one : *Un the other hend the huﬁkrnptc;
end {ncodpetence of Lhe sew Polish Stete might
deter those who were diﬁyeaﬁalta vole on ecomomic
rether then on veciel grounde, it ae;,&lsa Laon
stuted thet the somditions of 1ife im euch mstiory
#s cenitation end sveisl legiclstion sre incompee
rebly better in Upper Silssis then i the od juo sn!
districte at-?&luaé'. =

Te cen only give vent Lo our eotonishnent,

thet & menber of the British %re#s&#&; end finane
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cial expert should venture.to spesk of benkrupley,
which possesses the vest resources &nd netural
weelth of Polend, Has Mr, Keynee never heard of
the agriculturel riches of Poland,(wheat, berley,
oats, maise, corn, potatoes, beetroot, hemp, flax,
c%ﬁtle, poultry), does he feally not know, that
Folend, next to Russie and Germany, is the princi-
pal corn producing country in Eurupa, han he no
knowladge of Poland's mineral auﬁpliea (naphtn,
selt ete, ), of its vast forests, its numerous eco=

:nam1t vossibilities only waiting to be mede use of9 .«

Does he not know, thet whereas the percentage &f
uncultaveted ground smounts to 19 % in Russia, 26%
in Rumenie, 28 % in Switzerkand, 19 % in Sweden,
oﬁly 15% of Polish soil_han_been'left unutilised?

As %o sanitetion and gociel legislation,
there i8 no need for anxiety, that Upper Bilesia
in the case of ite reunion to Polend, would lose
the benefits it enjoys in this respect at'preﬂent;
It hes been & maxim of Polish administretion ever
since the revival of the Polish State to maintain
in esch of the three parts, subjeoted hitherto te
foreign rule, the laws end customs, by which these
territories were governed before the war., Thus
Austrian lews ere still in force in Galicia, Huas~
ien laws in Gongrasg'Polund and Germen lews in FPoe
sen. It is quite natural thet, having the choice
Letween three legislation, Polend will ultimately
‘¢choose the most suituble for every bramch of pube

lic welfare. Under these circumstisnces it is sue~
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perflucue to peint cut, thet sociel leginlation and

genitery institutions on {he districis of Folaad,
édjacent to Upper Silesiag ara.ndm after all on so
low & level us Nr., Keynes veliever; s & wholo sae
rise of lave end repulstions éonewrninp the walfarl.
of the working clesses snd the improvement of pube
iie h;qlth heve baen lissued in Folund In Jenuery
end July 1919,

lire Keynee wishes to sve the future of
Eurypa'built on the oéoparatian of Garﬁaa finene
cisl and indnstrial etrengh sné fueeisn productive-
nesd of rew meterisle end food stuff, He Gyare
seee, iLhet Folend ,0sseeses Lhe sgouncamie poesibilie
ties hoth of Gerameny snd RHussis end that after hee

ving recovared her indenendence and sirength se an

aconomie auuntfé_rulana;will not ondy be a purchae
ser of foreign ?uads. but will be able 1o sxport
her surplus of very imvortent ruw materiels. Foe
iend will in no weay b& @ hindrance to the devolep-
ment of econoniec reletions between the Yest snd
suet, sho muet on Lhe conirery be considerod ss e
natureld seondonic anzehuory L0 lussiee

But move importsnt tken tids is the fect,
that Folish culture is based on Letin thaugﬁt and
science, on which to ¢ certain extentl British civie
~lisstion ie equally founded, 5pirigual Ltios exist
therefore betwecn Greet Britein snd Folend end it
is our ardent desire to develop end to atréagthaa
thess ties inm in the intersst'af both netions,’
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