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» The Political fspirntions of the Polish Nation.

The political goal of all the Poles it the re-establishment

of &« completely independent and free Polish Stale, under one, indi-

vieible government elected by the m tion on the bagig of free
auffrage exerciced by sll adult citizeﬁs wiihout discrimination
becauee of sex, birth, religion or firancial station. The territory
of the Poliegh State ouvught to include all the portione of the former
Pommonw«al+h of Poland, which was the firzt federal state in the
world, formed through voluntary union based on the covenants of
Iurlin snd Hadziacz, of the Peoligh, the Lithuanian and the Ruthenian
(Ukrainian) nations. As a pcint of departure must serve the frone
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tiers ag they were in 1772 with a rec*iflcntion whloh *uuld .ake in~
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to cons1dera 1on “eaui*em»nts of puli*iue—legnl natu“e. viz.. that
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every nation ahould be free to decide on 1ts Form of government and

SrtbAnY v

its political allegiance. As far ae the Polish gquegtion ig concern-

ed, thie rectification means in practice, on the one hand the add-
S TPES——

ing tc the Polish State of the e;cenflally Polluh provi"cea of Uppor

P

and Lower Sileuia 1nd o' Prua~ian manevia. which did no+ farm aart
"ﬁ?m?;}lli"le}?iééfg 1n 1772 and on .he other hand *he granting to
ﬁthe Lithuanian and the Uk*ulninn notions of the right to ei*har
'aavev.'m pﬂli 1cal union ~1+h *he Polieh nation and to form inde~
pendent a,a*ﬂs or to vemuln 1n the union bused on a federnl.cqh-_r
'atitu*ion amended in JQCO“ﬂaﬁQQ wifh ode“n reauirement;.
We are i" *he poaea»a1on of 2 golemn declara'ion of all Poligh

political partiee of May 22, 1917, on the subjeet in quastian{_}iﬁﬁ@j
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all international complications and disturbances dating back to the

end of the XVill century, that is to the dismenberment of the Common=-
wealth of Poland. .

It 18 superfluous %o repesat in thie conre ction the old and well
known fact that *he dismenberment of Poland became ‘he basis for thg
excessive growth of tle power of Russie and ofPrussia. The rapacious
but peer, diminutive Prusszian Duchy, bufely exieting on the sandy
Erandenburgian soil grew to e & world power on the Polish coal,
mined in the £ilesian bagin sndthe forcible labor and sweat of Pole
igh pecple,. Russis, through occupying Poligh territory entered the
family of ®uropean n:tions, bringing inte the latter at the same time
the cemoralizing element of Asintic despotism and ch@egorc-papiam,

The destruction by the sbsolutistic monsrchies of Poland, the
only parlismentary body politic on the continent of Burope, a state
which 2z early as the XV century put into effect the principle of

habeas_corpus (the Polish legal formula read as follows: "neminem

captivabimus nigi jure victum") corbined once for all the causge of
the re-establishment of Poland with the cause of the triumph of de-
mocra.y throughout Hurope. Hence the publicity of 211 Polish reve-
lutiong with *he guccessive stapesg of the triumph of the principle
of democragy, Depinning with ‘he wars of the Great French Revolution

way cdown to the preszent intervention of the United States. The reve-

lution of Kesciuszke saved France from defsat at th2 hands of a

NIOA M3

coalition of empafors and kings by diverting Prussian ané Ruseian iﬁf }
1l
sans

armies from the western to the ssctern front. The Poligh revolution -

in 1830 frustrated the armed intervention of Russia against ¥rance,

gnmmﬂ here the lLst Pourbon ¥ing has baen deprived of his throne and cone

31n11SH
peansietitut fonal povernment introduced. 1In 1846, t‘hrough ‘he revolution
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of Cracow under the dictatership of Tyssowski, who subsequenily
died s& a United States citizen in ¥aghington D. C., Poland inaugs
urated in ®Burope ‘he geo-culled "Spring of Peoples®. 1ln 1863, the
defeat of the Peclish revolution & equivalent to the increace of
the power of Pruzsia and is the intorduction %o the debscle of
Prance ir 1870-1871. The shorsightedness and galfighness of Brit-
ijgh diplomagcy, which in 1863 eided with Prussia and Russia against
Poland and France, paved the wey for the terrible year 1914, (See:
Qonfidentiel Correspondence of British Government respecting the
insurrection in Peolend: 1863, edited by Tytus Dilipowicsz, Paritf?;?\\
Librairie H., LeSeudier, 1914). {v-:l,:,};ywi.,ﬁ,_ﬁ
fyery time that central =nd cmstern Rurope ie shaken by i&;ﬁ:&?i/
the Poligh gquestion comes to the surface again and again, Then d
the existence of Poland and of the Poles is remembered even by those
who in times of peace forget that fact themselves snd forbid others

to write and speak about it. 1t suffices to recsll the times of

¥apoleonic wars when the epistence of such & thing as Poland was

guddenly remsmbered by the very same three powers, which but a few
years ago pledged themeelves mutually not only not to mention the
name of Poland but even to eliminate thig term from the vocabulary.
As soon, howevar, as the Poles orpanized the Polish Legions in
order to join the eastward march of the French Revolution and to
vproceed from Italy %o Poland® and ss soon 285 the vietorious French
and Poliah.arms sgtablished, on a portion of the territory of the

former Gommenwealth of Polahd, & nycleous of resurrecting Po}énd- j

~

the Grand Duchy of Warsaw-, Alexander 1 suddenly developed Quog S
dent desire for receonetructing Poland, of course under his suzer=-

ainty., This ardent degeire, however, did notl prevent him from
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cynically betraying the Poles, within less then two weekse after the
Poligh=-Rusgian conferenceg at Pulawy, in which participated also
Poles from the portion of Polund held by Prussia, whom Alexander 1
incited tc & revolution ageinst the latter snd from turning over,
thue breaking his mo: ¢ golemn word of honer, which he pledped to
the Poleg, the 1list of Poles from the Grand Juchy of Posnania, who
confided in him, to the King of Prussia. ¥Xven in this war the Cer-
mans, who but a few weeks before the outbreak of the pregent war
put intec effect the first expropristione, pursuant to the law in-
tended for the cumplete depriving of the Poles of the Pogsession
of the seil of their forefathers, besought themgelves of tle Pol-
ish question. The same wung “he Cage with the Russianes who, immed-
iately befo re the war deprived the Poles oftmt meagre handful of
liberties which the latter acquired during the revolution of 100&/
1906 and who, barely few months before the outbreak of hostilities,
dismissed from gervice of the Warsaw=-Vienna Railway‘all the Poles
employed by said railway for gcores of years and replaced them by
Rusgian employeee, isperted from Russia propér, who were utterly
unfamiliar with rallway gervice., As the reyiult thereof the number

of accicents on this line inereaged ten Limes.

We beg to reiterats that the Pcolish guestion is not only a
question of an cppressed nation but is Primarily a question of ine
ternational importance; the probiem of losting peuce in Hurope de- |
pends on the proper formulation snd solution cf the Polish question.

Lines along which the Polish Policy Proceeded Refore and
= During the Vaks T NG |

W
\J

ish statesmen were convinced of the fact “hat an international cone |

319 |

for many yearg prior %o the outbreak of the present war, Pol-
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flict was bound to break oui in the near future. A moment unique
since the time of the partitions of Peland waﬁ approaching: the
allisnce concluded between the three partitioning powers over The
body of presirated Poland w-s to be broken for the first time in
over a century. 4 c¢onflict of interests belween Ausiria and Gere-
many on one side and Russeia on the other gide would thus arise at
leaet for the duration cf the war, Poland was in the first place
confronted by the necessity of a2 decision whether she cught to take:
an active part in the coming war or whether ghe should humbly wait
for what others will decide as 1o her destiny. 1In case the decision
went in favor of & policy of astiorn it remained to be decided a-
gainst whom should Poland turn in this war,

This dilemma w2e the basie for the split in the Polish poliey,:
gplit which prevaile to thig very moment and which is a turning
point of the present events, as we will encdeaver to show on the ]
following vages.

In thie connection, however, we must protest energstically
againgt the argument spread hroadcaetly by the opponents of inde-
pendence for Poland, that the gplit in the Polish policy in the pre+
sent war is a proof of ?qland's unfitnegs for independent political
life. This argument is a favor ite commonplace indulged in freely by
the Pruseian government and until late also by the government ofthe
Tsar, 1t is being readily repested by Pritish statesmen, including
Mr. Balf our, There obtein in Pcland the ssme conditions which pre-

vail in western Europe. The politicel parties are based on confl

;33%\4?5 egonomi¢ interegte. 1n Poland, just ae in the rest of Europa%~
z‘y-'&j-/-?} ‘S;ﬁ;, )
¢

e reactionary party is extremely powerful. The Prussian Junker

2% /elags corresponds to the Fritish Lords, Lo the Hungarian Magnates
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" the uge of the Poliegh langunge in the schools and in the home~rule

~would completely ruin Lhe Polish indusiry. The diversity of Lhe

United 3tates was far from proving their unfitness for independent

\ the dissolution of the first Duma. We should rememba;fﬁﬁat ﬁecauao-\?{
\ - (P :

ﬂd“

and to the anti~democratic parties in Poland. The latter dreaded the
growth of democratic institutions in an 1ndependent Poland., The
form of government as it prevailed in Rue«ia correspended tio their
social wviews and‘c their interests., 1n emchange for a agrtain de-

gree of extension of national rights, perticularly with regsrd to ¢

of urban and rural municipalitiee, they were willing %o forego in-
sigsting on independence and to agree to a permenent union with
Ruesia of theTsars, which wac the bulwark of reaction in Burope.,
Begideg, they had the ﬁnuking of & very ganerﬁlly 4ucépted, though ~

_ | /
fundamentally wrong theory, that the geparation of Polaund from Rusala .
y £ :

decision as 46 the direction of Polish policy during the war was the
natural result of the disparity of sconomie interests of certain

classes of the Polish nation and of their political opinions. The

political life by the fact tha® at the tumming point of its history
it kad a Tory party, which was decidedly opposed to rasvelution., The
partieans of Creat Britain in Wﬂﬁhingtcnfa daya'correapund in full
to the Pclish Russophiles in the days of Pilsudsii., The rgpresent-
atives of the party, which was very unfugtly called pre-Ally Te-

cause of a certain community of interests during the war, steadily |

opposed in the Russian Sums the principles of zeneral suffrage as
contained in the plan for the home-rule for :the City of Warsaw, ete.
¥embers of the Duma hailing from the political party in question,

failed to sign the act of protest frafted in Wiborg in 1906 against /4

-1
¥
e,

6f 4hs United
GV

f the disparity of opinions entartained by the people
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States and by the government of the Tsar on the subject of civic
rights, it was utterly impossible for the Unitad.staﬁes Government
to ally itself with Russia. The outbreak ofthe revolution in Russia
and the downfall o her absolutietic regime at once removed zll the
ebetacles end war againet Germany was declared.
o wondey therefore that in Poland alse the policy proceeded

slong two diffeorent lineg. The Qonservative Party, however, did not

e

declare ite=1f openly a& a partisan of Russia. Outwardly saild party
anssumed the character of neutrality »nd centered asll ite efforts on
counterscting the idea of n policy ofsction on the part of the Pol-
ish nation in the present way, 1t combated in the firet place the
Polish military schools that were being ezecretly organized in the
Kingdom of Poland and in Galicia, thesame schoels in which were
trained the excellent cofficers of the Polish-Legions. The Qonger-
vative Party opposed the ides of Poligh preparadness. They pushed
the ir poiioy of deetroying the idea of sction on the part of the
Polish nation so far tha!% the zame Polish giatesmen from the party
in question, who two months pricr to the outbreak of the war, at a
segret meecting in the house of Mr, Thaddeus Cienski st Pieniaki in
Galiocia decided to side with Ruzsis in cuse of wur, voluntarily
joined when the war sctunlly broke cut the antie-Rusgian Supreme Na-
ticnal Committee (Nmcselny Kemitet Narodowy) which was organizing

Polish Legions against Ruseisz only for the purpcse of introducing

elements of disergaizetion intc the s=id committee, They succeeded

in destroying the so-called Kastern Legion. As sson as Lwow was
" occupied by the Russian armies they openly sided wiih Russia anL_ .:‘55

\Nwhcn the Russians had <o abandon Lwew they departed for Petrograd,

5, ¢ D
»v,noacow and London, Thege men filed a pro zst against the recognition

A € :
\\\\\i/’or the independence of the Hingdom of Peland by the Central ?ower;. é}‘
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The Progressive Party had no need of hiding its policy for the
game reagons for which the Cconservative Party hgd to don the masgk ofl
neutrality., Bvery femily in Poland had too many bloody and terrible
memories thnt it could have been possible for Polend to eide with Ru
Russia, contrary to the national tradition. Peside the natiocnal sen-
timent, the politicel wiedom &spoke in favor of siding sszeingt Russla.

In the £¢;f§wg;&ae the prtisans of a policy of action among
the Poleg knew very well that Ruseia, because of lack of ¢ s ammunica=
tion facilities, because of the immenge corruption preveiling in the
Fusgian bureaucrecy and in perticular in the commissary deporiment
of the army, becsuse of the luck of factories producing arme nnd ‘
ammunition, becsuge of the buckwardnecg of her indueiry, aﬁricuiturl
and social organizaiion end lagt but not leaet because of the 1l11it-
eracy of her moeees must guffer s defeat at the hands of Germany and
Auegtria., On the Western front, sccording to Polish military experts
Germany would not be sble Lo overthrow (reat Britain and France esnd
a draw wouid be the resuli, ¢f coursge, %he mos!t advantageows com=
bination for the Poles would be » defeat of Rusais a® the hands of
Germany snd Austria snd at the same ltime o defeat of germany on the

Wegstern front. Without the sszsistance of tﬁe United States, how-

s
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ever, ﬁ%i* “am&t could no ?p anticipatet.

Jecordly. Ru sgia had pv&%ﬁééw?ﬁﬁ?ﬁ*ﬁ”*ha of the %territory of
TR A

the former Commonwesnlth of Poland. The former frontier line of Po=-

e

land, the rivers Dvine and Dnieper ie at the sxme time the siralegiq
frontier batween the Tasti and the West, It waeg a misteke on @Ee

part of Napoleon %o have crossed thig line contrary o the ad?iﬁa of
_Polieh generals. 1t would be a miztake on the part of the Geré&ﬁ%ﬁ

. § they should fail %o rsach this line, The gtruggle between Po-
i
X3 |




land and Russia for th

x o possession of this frontier line lagted for
four hundred years. T[he union belween Poland, Lithuania and Ruthen-

ije had smong otherg also ¢ very deep siruteglce reason.
+he gase and for

This is etill
twig reapon the auestion of re-sstablishing of a
PolighdLithuanien-Rutheniun federciion iz one of the
2 leasting peace.
land the

onditions of
The less of the Drina-Dnieper line brought to Po-
logg of her independence.

: Irn order, therefore, Lo safe-
guard their own interests the CGermsne had %o
hind this line.

sush the Russiesns be=
The annexatlon, however,

of these immenge territor-
jes, twige the size of the German Fmpire would deprive Germany of

the greatest socurce of her power, viz., of her nesiional uniformity.
The oppogition made by the o

mouered peopleg would have a very
great importance; together with the German socicliste thesge conguer-

ed peoples could paralyze and finslly overthrow the rule of the
Hohenzollarns.

1t is & wrong policy to attribute stupidity or
gnicidal intentions to en adversary. 1%t was,

therefore,
the Germans will h ve %o push the Tussians behiné¢ the line of the

obvious that
Dvina=-Dnieper rivers but that they will no

18 4l the same lime annex
these territories notwithsianding the fact that there would be found
in uermﬁﬁy a number of elements favoring annexation. The cnly way
out of the tangie was therefore the re-establishment of Poland and
Lithuania.

1916 and the organization of a se=
parate government for Lithuania is the best procf

men of the Progressive Party were noct migtsken in
1t was,

The nct of Kovember 0%

that Polish
of course,

stanteg=-

their anticipationas.

in the interest of Germany to hold the liberated
territories in a condition of greatest poseible dependence from
- many. On

= 5&'adically ag soon as the m Lional strength of
=2 %\

the other hand, however, this dependence could change -
\
s
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the Poles inc*a&aad.
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The strength, however, ie best developed in gtruggle. For this
rezson the partisans of a policy of action on tha part of the Po=

ish nation put no cenfidence in the mendaciocus promises held out
by the Tear'g government, which was doomed to fall sconer or later,

They were confirmed in their belief that the panifesto of the

Grand Duke was nothing but 2 consciocus fraud, ahich was synchronous
with the decrse of the Russian censor's office, prohibiting the newsg
papers from commanting on and discussing the Poligh quection. A% the
game time the ¥raengh Govermmsnt forbade ‘e press in PFrance to write
on the subject of the independence of Poland. The Poles were soon

g,

1nfo*mad oP an nprenment mad» he twaen Husaia, frence Jnd ureat Hri—'

AT B

tain *c +H 3 effaot that ehe PJleh quﬁﬁuiﬂﬂ ia }o‘ﬁe excluded ua an

1nte;£?1 ovoblem nf Rahaia f*om uhe p“og*am of .he discussionl af

. i e B s A A T b e sk

the peaca cong“e fy
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et en e other Tand the ”a‘es could expect

TR

fvam £he Tsar g Covernment wag besgt demonsirated by the rule of
Count Bobrinsky in that portion of Galicia, which wes ceeupied by
the Rusegians. For this reason the'Pclish nation rosge in arme agein-
8t the Tgar and sent inte bat*le its begt gons, the Poligh~Legions.
The Polish nation has orepared i tself through continued baitle for i
independent political life; gince November 9, 1916, the Poles in the
Kingdem of Poland, deprived by Russia of all elements of political
existence hrve heen schooled in the cilent and exusperated struggle
with Germany for the realization of full political independence.

The third argument which prompted the Polish statesmen to side

againat Ruseia wae the conviction, besed on intimate knowledge of

the economic, poelitical and dynastic tendencies in Germany and injE
Pl g
=3 o |
Austria, that there is a deep antagonism between thege two sta uo%

New Yurk i

;iy a regult thereof there wae added a new feature to the policy of

Polend, viz,.,, hostility against Germany besides the hostility again-
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6% Ruseia and an alliance with Austris againgl Germany,

A policy thus conceived has baen puf into effect.,. 1t became
the source of the nations' strength end aelf-cohsciouaneaa. 1t
protected conguered and educated at the saue time, While the policy
of the Polish reactionaries wae not zble Lo obtain from Russia a8 Ty
thing except empty and hazy promises thet Ruseia would not fbraake
Poland after the war and while the Allise in their reply to the nole
of President Wilson on Jenuary 10, 1917, succedded only to refer %o
the promiseeg held out te Poland by the Tesar, the policy of the Pro-
gresgive Party hag very mntarial achievements to its credit, viszs.,
the Polish Legions, & Polish Army, thelindependence af the Kingdom
of Poland and through the latter a seat and voice at the coming
peace congress, and finally the proclamation made iutlerly in
Oracow and in Vienna by the Poligh Parliamentary Club of the Died,
of the independence of entire, united Poland with sccess Lo the se8.
This proclama*ticn was made with the tacit consent of Ausiria to the
geparation from the lutter of Galicia and of Silesia. The cpposi-
tion on the part of the Polish Parliismentary Club of the Viennea
Reicherath, cpposition lead by one of the pregeni originators of
the policy of independence, Ignace Daszynski, became one of the
contributery causes of “he present crisis in Germany connected with
the chanceliorchip of the ferman Empire, crisis which was undoubt-
edly inspired and directed by Austrie. Thus, Austiria beczuse of

her friendlinees te thecause of Poland is emancipating hergelf from

influence upon the courge of avents.

The struggle conducted by the Provieional Council of 8tat

~Wareaw on the subject of the putting in%o effect of the act of the

independerc» of Poland of Yovember 5, 1016 and the clear and deter-

: gfunate policy of the Poligh Parliamentary Club in the Vienna - 325
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Reichsrath, together with the revelution in Russia, brought the
quegtion of Poland to a critical point.

The first goal eof the policy c¢f ithe lndependence Party has
already been resched. There are no longer any Russian armies in
that part of the former Commonwealth of Polind that was grabbed aend
held by Ruseia. Tsardom fell endthe Russisn Republic recognized
the independence of Peland.

The Independence Party ie confronted by the task of liberat-
ing the Polish territories from the Germans. This task ig both
exceedingly hard and d&nge:ous, Political liberution, which would
insugura‘te & new ers in Furope, cannot be the gubject of frivolous
projects.

That this critical point should be taken advantage of for the .

benefit of democorsecy :nd of liberty depends s: present only and se-

dely on the United States of smerica. What hes been staried by s

nztion in bondage for now over & hundred years but still weighing
heavily on the future destiny of Rurope smd able %o conduct its own
pelicy, exceedingly intricate anéd subject to moet unfagorable con~
ditione, ghculd be sccomplished and brought to » happy &olution by
the most powerful naticn at the present time, & nation which was
born out of a struggle for independence and freedom.

Hith9r+c Pusaia, nr¢noe. uraat R*i*a_n Lnd fer meny pvomiaed

Iy R T A A e s R

e B TR sl o R AR e e

and announced thu,(uh»y wi*i solve uhn Poliah queation without tha

e R L T R e i
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cooera*ion af *he Poles. lhe democzabic Unitod S*atés proclaimad.

e

i jr
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the pr1ncxple;nthat uhe paoplee ehould dacide themselvea on the

:%
g7 kel 2 Z 2

iance.
The United Stater nlone iz willing to solve the question of Po=-

HF
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';gin the United Stateg of Americe in convention acscembl2d4 in the City

wlw

land Jointly with the Poles themsélvss.
Witk thiez firm conviection the Pcolish National Defenge Comnittlee

addregses itself %“o the Government of the United States,

The Polish National Defense Committee in the United Stales.

Pefors discuesing, however, the poinis of our petetion, we deem
it necessary to say a few words in our behalf,

Our organization orginated on December 16, 1912 &t a conven-
tion of all FPolish orgenizmtione in the United Statles without excep-
tién, which was held in Pittegburgh, Pa. There nrrived a2t thut time
from Polzné the newse of the orgsnizasion of a Committee of tsonfed=
erated Polish lndependence Parties, which made it 1is object o
coneolidate the Polish policy in view of the then lmpeénding world
war and o perfect the technical preparatione for an active partici-
petion of thP.Pnles in thie war for the purpose of regaining in-
dependance for Polund. At this cenvention, after the address of the .
undersigned, Alexander Dembeki, confidentianl agent of the Polisgh
Independence Par4ty, who explained the objects and *he asplrations
of the FYoles in Hurope, *the co-auther of the prezent memorandum,
Brenislav 2. Kulakowski ¢ delegste of the Alliance of Active Struggle:
(Zwiazek Wslki Ozynnei), A Pclish military organizationm,

the following wesolution:

“Iin view of the fact that we recougnize the duty of coo
with out native land in any zction, having for its vbject the restitudé
tion of political independence to Polesnd, we deem it proper and re- '
solve to arganize a Polish Natiofal Defense Committee on the basis
of a resolution paseed by ithe National Convention of the represen-
tatives of Pclish organizations and of the Poligh prese, on the six-
teenth day of December, 1912 in the @ity of Piittgburgh, State of
Pennsylvaniap %o wit: :

The representatives of allPelish orpanizations and socleties

f Pittshurgh, on December 1€, 1912 unanimouely paseed the following

golutjon:
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Separated by thousandes of miles from Pel:nd and unable to take
an active psrt in the nationa's policy ve herewith submit uncondit:.io=-
nally to the dictates of the Confederated lndegeandence Parties of
Poland, reopresented by their resgpective delegates at a convention in
Zakapane in the ¥all of 1912 and forming at the present time the
Polish Military Ireasury (Polski Skarb Wojskowy). 1n accordance with
the political orientation as 2stsblished previcusly in Poland by the
aforementioned parties, we regolve Lo support with all cur power the
reveolutionary movement againast Ruseia, the gregtest =nemy of Poland,
the champion of oppreesicn, denationrlization, barbariem and ignor=
ance as well az the permanent gendarme of sheolutism in  RBurope.

In order o Le cble te render this assistonce we resolve Lo
organize the Polish Nstional Defense CJommitiee. Long live the armed
stnuggle, lcnglive liberty, long live the Independsnt Commonweslth
of Peland."

The sbove resolution has bheen pagged by acclamation and egworn
te by all the Polisgh organizstions in the United States. Seversal
Pelieh organizatione, however, gaw fit later on to abandon the prine
c¢iplee as get forth in their resolution., Those, however, who o this
very day stand by the Poligh National Defense CJommittee are of the
Ppinicn, just as they were of old, that in the first place, Polish
policy can only be directed by the Poles in Poland, and thet the
Poles who emigrated to foreign countries have no right whateoever to
impose upon Poland and in particular aguinst the latter'e knowlsdge
and cangant, ay policy and still legs have they the right to form
usurpatory governmentg and conclude alliances; and secondly, that in
agcordance with the above principle they have the duty of counter-
acting all attempis at seftling the Polish gquestion without the coe
operation of Poland hereelf z2nd that they mast direct all their
astivitiss towards Lhe ectabliching of relations between the governe
ments of naticns friendly disposed for Poland and the ntional author-

1tiea in Polend. The entire outward activity of the Polish Natio fi e

¥
R

Jpfenge Committee, beginning with %he ﬁition in behslf of the ¥

: N
ief for the starving population of Pcland and the memeradum subm ﬁﬁéﬁ/
in May 1916 to Hon., Robert Lansing, Secretury of $tate of the United

States and to all Ambgﬁgudora *g¢oredited with the United States Gov-

XY
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ernment at Washington and ending with the petition %o Pregident
Wilson in re continuation in office of the United States Consul in
Warsaw, notwithstanding the breaking off of the diplomatic rela-
tions between the Urited 8tateg and the German ¥mpire, had the

above mentioned principles as its object.

In Re Unitaéd 8tutes Agent for Poligh Matters,

The immediate object of cur endeavors is the appointment by
the Government of the United States of a specisl agent for Polish
matiere whose task would be the establishing of diregt relations
between the United States and the nucleous of the Natiocnal Gevern=-
mnt of Poland, the Ccuncil ¢f Stute in Warsaw and the Polish Par-
lismentary Club in Vienna or such groups or organizations in Poland
which would be eble “o act in the name of the avove mentioned bodies.

Wa are of tha2 cpinion, tha‘ such an understanding must by allk

means precede any action in regard to Poland on ihs pasrt of the

Allies, Poland has a perfect confidence in the United States.

President Wilson w-s the only one £f the representatives of all the

nations %o fo*mu1Que glearly and plainly the opinicn of the American.

nation with regard tc Poland; he was the only one to proclaim, with-

gut_any oppertunistie consideration, the complete independencs and

é liberty of Poland as a condition sine gus non of 2 lasting peace,

The u“med fo*ce of Poland might decide the fuie of HEurope.

o 56 WNGS LOF pu*poéﬂémwﬁichh;rf

fﬁit,”

Poland' however .willlrat

NS —————————————— sl

fureigﬂ Lo herin*e*eats. She Will negotiate onlv “with that nal ion
T LR

1n which she has absolute confidence, whosge certificute of hi

immortal Declaration c¢f Independence she 1lg acquainted with and wh

regent act of liberating Cuba she well remeombars. As & contregt tot

430

the Americsn attitude with regard to the guestion of Poland we beg l
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to quote tle opinion of an ¥nglish writer as to the point of view of
all the Buropean powers, without exception on the Poligh cause:

"At present the tendency of zll belligerents is to think of the
Poles simply a& a source of ¥en-power, whic may gield two million
bayenete. The Polish Question means for the "Powers"simply the dis-
vribution of these bayonets in the future military balsnce of Burope
We szhall not "erush militarism” while we submit to this way ¢f thinke-
ing. The Polee must settle their own destinies, end the only policy
 worthy of riberal Powers would be to insist that th=y shall have lib-
erty to choose freely", (From YAleague of Nations" by Henry Yoel
Fraileford, New York, The Macmillan Company, page 114-115,)

terzet of the Polish nation

w1
ot

We are gure of the fact, that thre i
proceeded ever zince the dawn of Polisgh history along the lines of
democracy and of liberty., A% all times and under *he most dengerous
circumetances even the DPolesg fought in the defense of prngreas;. the
motto of Pulaski thet "wherever they fight for libverty is asif they
were fighting for Poland® remained to thisg very day the motto of ‘the
Polish nstion. But no one hsg the right %o ssnd the Poleg inte
battle without the consent end an order to that effect ofthe Polisgh
nation and in tarticulsr they do not po;;ecs this right vho for the
three long years of the present wur failed to eztoblish any sincere
relstions with the Polish couse, whe-were not ablie to go beyond com-

moriplaces but who never cessed o pPicture Polond se & "medley of na-

i it o

ticnalities”™. Werds will no longer suffice nor will be auffibient’.a

28
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the formation of a Polish ermy in Frence after Poligh soldiers were E

tcseed around and herded tcgether with the rubkle of the Foreign

; &
legion,after the censorghip in Frence prokribited Lc¢ mention the in- &

e

dependence cof Polardd

We understend perfsotly thst Ly now the Allies might have be=-

PNt iy

come aware of the impertance of the Polish nation and that they
e e of the tange gf the Polieh mation and that they

g | ™ent be willing now to enter in scocrdance with Brailsford's wishes.

R

AR
sl

upon the onlyuggggggwgqqg,ﬁgg"excallently pointed out by him. The
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ing Poliah a*miea:nutsida af ?olizh territory wi,hout tha sanction

>1T=
Allies, however, must reckon with *he diffidence of the Poles, diffi-
dence the seed of which they have planted themselves.
In order to set matters right it is imperative that all nego=
tiaticns with irresponsible Polish groups abroad, with regard to oxs

ganizing of usurpatory Polish governmentes and exotic Polisgh armies

be discontinued snd tha? negotiatione be conducted directly with

medistion of the United Sistes, the

only sincere friend, whe enjoys the implicit confidence of Polarnd.

Ve amet point cur in this coennsctiocn with full emphasis thet
all pelitical pnrtiaa in Poland are oppused tL¢ the Poles living
abroad in Hurope or in Hurope or in the United States imposing any
influence on the course of the Polish national policy., Twenty odd
millione of Poleg of all classes of society living on their own
80il, h.ve undoudbtedly more ﬁo gy with regard Lo Polish matters
than an ingignificant number of emigrants, belonging to the ine
telligent slasses of profeggionale and artists or sven o large hum-
ber of laborers, not posse:zsing any real property and iiving abroad
only for the resson of earning higher wages. No Polish government
organized abroad, without the consent and the sanction of the Coun=
cil of State at Warsaw, of the Poligh Parliamentsery Club in Vienna
or the Polish Parliamentary Club in Berlin, will be recognized in
Poland, and , 1% will always be considered in Poland as usurpatory,
¥For this reason such a government will be unable to mobilize the

U N
Polish forces and wha* is more, will insult ‘the Polish na*iannl?;=w7

s
pride by ignoring the leading resident elements of the nation,

?ar +h same reason we ar e_uppssad 90 any ::t*mptz 0f organ

SRV PR T 5 AT " . R4

nf the leadzng po;i’iaﬁl badiss in Pelﬁnd. which are aharing .he "

T T e e e b T e

privatiuna as inriictod by *hﬁ ahartage of food and the devastation

r




S Poland is facing a crucial moment of her history. She hae under-

=18«
caused by the war, with the entire nation. 4n army can be organized
and fight only by order of &« nat ional governmenﬁ. In any other case
it is a negation of the idew of state, is at best nothing but a
"oondottisri® institution and ie any event a negation of the prine
ciple of demoeramcy. ¥For this reason all atlempis al orgsnizing a
Polish army in Russia failed. The Polish soldiers in the Russian
army declored thet they will await the orders of the governing
Podies of Polsand. Equelly the idea of s Polish #rmw in France has
failed. Also here, in the United Gtates, we opposed ihe formution
of & "Kosciuszke Army" on the ground that such an srmy would cone
stitute a negation of the state idea of Polsnd and of the United
States as well and we *neouragsd inetead the Poles in this country

to enlist in the army of the United B8tates,

Whut ghould Be Hemembered.

The events of the Burcpesn war did not fuil to teach the Poles
¢ lesson, We sre fumiliar with and we remember the waste of blood
of the heroiec Australisn and Canddian regim=ts in Callipoli; we
knew the fate which befell Roumania, we anticipate the fate of the
S8anlonica expedition,

We want & strong, independent Poland and our efforts are dir-

s¢ted towards reaching ‘his goal. ?e wi’l, however, noa risk thc

AN e

achievamenta purc ¢aed *%rngh vhe #frgrta uf +he ent i“l Polinh na-

A R U SR l-,-vrar- i

* iono

gone exfremely hard trials. Among the masses 2f the Polish pecple

PILSUDSKI
INSTITUTE
ARCHIVES

her e ik spreading ths fsar of the German power. The crumbling of

(34

check for their lust of conquest in a strong democratic Russia,
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allied with Poland, Besides, the unaguivosal attitude of the Pro-
visional Rusesian Govermnment, attitude which iz hestile to the in-

dependence of ¥inland iz likely %o ercate amoeng the Poles the suspie
cion, that in the relstions between Poland and Russia we Poles
might suddenly encounter some suprises, which would shatter the
helief in the right of all nations to decide their own destinies,
right procleimed by the Provisional Rus:zion Government. The men-
tion that was made in the Ruseian proclamaticn, of s military union
between Russis and Pelund nd the meking of further steps in the
question of Polund dependent cn the action of the Russlan donsti-
tutional Asgeembly, are liable to coreate suspiacim thet the future
relations between Rusuin snd Poland might hsve just that kind of

& gharacter thst the Government of Berlin is drsaming sbout of

imposing urcon Poland. Even ire most frivolous Pclish statesman will

geance of Garmapy ond the country to utter devastation Fithout haye

ing the sec¢urity, that the change thue srodugced will be s chenge

for the better and that Poland will not he ahandoned 2% the grite

ical moment %o her own fate =g wae Servia and that when finally

assistance will be given, it will be given so thai from some other
 Salonica the ore will look at the grave of an entire people,

. The playing of the trump gsrd of 760,000 Polish soldiers in Russia
fgnd of a certain number of Polish wvolunteers in France, without the
.;aneeg§ and the asssistance of the Poleg and wou e a w

And still thsre never was a morse favcrahle moment for entdrﬁuhf
s by -:a-‘-«'--'~‘-=-:-':-Mmwwwnawr;;:«wm?\*éﬂﬂ“ﬁé?i-

?mkmfé3 ing 1n+o “nln “iongw ith ?oland. The Germans pu* Pilsudski, the fires

e R L R A 3 s

éﬂ;‘role aince Yatciuazke, t0 énioy the love of the entire nation under
Q

\I\k
\,/’///arrest. ln so far as credence can be given to despatcohes, the Cere
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;go-
mens succeasded temperarily, sp2coula’ing wiih the fact of the Russ-
ian defeat, in persuading the a‘pp;:r.tunitis‘:ia, weallhy and therefore
lese inclined to zisk elemﬁnté in the Council of 8tate, to agree to
& "military union® with Germeny or in other words %o sceept without
any losses guch political siatus, as was propoeed Lo Poland by the
Provisicnal Russian Government in exchange for the Poles joining
an armed action against Germany. In cagse the Germans did actually
succeed in dolng g&o, they speiled thelr success by the arrsgt of
Pileudzki; furthermore the Poles of Gsiiala, who exercise congider=-
able infliuence upon the Austrisn Government are antngoniatic to the
Germans,

The arrival at Warsaw of Count Adem Tarnowski, for the purpose
of forming a Polish cebinet tends to ghow that Austrds is backing
the sndeavors of Poland towards an emancipvation from the influence
of Germany, .

The Germans are perfectly welil aware of the value and of the
importance of the poiential sirength of Poland, n agressive state
like Germany, proudly censcious of ils own enormous power, by vire
tue of which il was sble io withsiand so far_the aliack of nearly
the entire world, deemed it proper ioc change th- policy of exter~
mination hithertc practieed with regard %o the Poles and by recog=
nizing “he independence of the Kingdom of Poland placed the roligh
question on the basis of incependent ﬁclitical existence,

In crder to understund the value sné the importance of the
Pcliah nut ion in the pregent war} we must in the first place %=

into consideration the morsl and material regsources aof the Polish

Y
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Qut of atotal number of twenty five miliions of Poles (accord=~
ing to Prof. ¥ugene Romer twenty eight millions), four millions
inhabit the Polish territory held by Prussia, five milliions the
territory held by Austris, thirteen millions the portion of Poland
held by Russia, while the balance ie scattered in Americe and in
other parts of the worid.

Jeducting the lesgses in killed snd wounded there are gt ill as
leagt 2000,000 Polss in the German army, 380,000 in ‘he Austroe
Hungarian army and 700,000 in the Ruseian army. The number of re=-
cruite in the Kingdom of Polsnd, who were not drafted into service
by Kuseia amounted to ahout 600,000, which number, under the pres-
ent system of unrestricted recruiting as it ie applied in the
third year of the war by Germsny and France far instance, could be
increased to ndbout one million men,

As the elimination of the Poleg from the German army is im-
possible for the ¢ ime being, owing Lo the Prussian eyetem of forma-
tion and distribution of tacticsl units, the Polish na+tional poliey
can dispose at present, for any action, taking also into considera-
tien the changes which occurred in Russia with regard to the rights
of nationalities, of the following numbers:

1. abtout one millicen of potentisl socldiers in the Kingdom of
Polsnd, with excellent skeleton formetion consisting of the Polisgh
Legions, wrich have a war experience of three years;

2. about 700,000 of drilled soldiers in the Russian army, with
i%,000 officers and 110 general officers, 21l Poles, who will obey

the orders of the legitimste Polish Government, whigh they have

[ PiLsUpsi
/;@Hﬂng recognized in the Council of State of Warsaw; //;{;/.
R " e
ooty 3. about 350,000 of Polish soldiers in the Aust¥g Mungarian
3 fé

army, with the necessary number of Polish officers of all grades,
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who will cbey the dictates c¢f the Poiiuh Parliamentary Club of the
Vienna Reicherath. w

This given in totsl about two millione of first class egoldiers.
1t should be bhorne in mind, that in the most hazardous attacks in
this war, the Germans, the Austrisns and the Russians as well used
the Poles as the most daring and tenscious fightera. The fipat
attach of the Germans on Warszaw, was beaten back by S8iberian regi-
ments, in which there were forty per cent. of ?oles; the forts of
Douvaument and Vaux were taken by Landwehr troopii?he Polish prowv-
inces of Posnania und 8ilesia; the Ruecians were severily beaten
at Kraenik by Galician regiments ané the bravery of the Polish

Legions became legendary with both SLdes on the Eastern war theatre.

The WMoral Rasaduroes of the Polish Nation,

Urder moral resources in the political sense, we understand
the national unity and the comprehension of the importance of ine
dependence toc mational life. The attachment of the Poles to their
netionality became provaerbial, The persecution of the Poles by the
Prussians. and the Russians not only failed Lo break the national
8pirit but on the contrary produced a naticnal mysticiem., The
theory tha* Poland is the Christ of naticnz; who hy hig meriyrdom
will redeem the gins of mankind camitted through oppression and
vieclence, as proclaimed by Peolish poets snd philosophers, is gener-
ally known,

The presgent war, in which for ‘he first time since the parbim .

tions, of Poland, the pertitioning powers came to blows betwe

»—-"‘""'—.-P- . - 4
piLSUDSK! | themselves, convinced the Poles, that only in thig war can they ﬂt?f
INSTITUTE

WIVES | gain their independence. To their stischment to their nationality,
VK
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which is rather sn element of defenze, there wns added an agregsive
element, viz., the tendency %o itake advanst age of the unique moment
in the world'e higtory for the purpose of re-establishing an inde-
pendent Polish siante. The preclamation of the Central Powers of
November 5, 1916, although it fuiled o satisfy the Poles in full,
strenghtened meterially the party advocating a poliey of action.

Ihe very moment vh&t P*uhb*a. vhe most systematicully endeavo“ad tu

ek i

R AT e

e

dena ionalize +he Poleﬁ, had to abandon *he_ raditlonal Biamurckia”

T o T

,heory, th t “n 1ndep dent ”oland would nban the downfall of

SR . e T

Pruasiu 3m_g wovld powe* *ho e vtiaans of an ac+ive policy on tht
pa*f or ,he Polog saw ano,he*up“oof of the.ﬂcvrectneas dfw;ﬂeii T
polioy. Thvough the *ecognitian or the Kingdam of Poland as an sy
indepandent political entity by the Central Powars, the Poles have
acequired the right to be represented and toraise tre ir voice at te
the ceoming pesce Congress, w right which wae denied to them hither-
“o by the Allies, becuuse Great Pritain and France pledged ‘heme
gelves to Ruesia no: to recagnize the Pelish question g an intere
national problem but merely as an internsl provlem of Ruesia. The
struggle between the Jouncil of State of the ¥ingdom of Poland and
the Cerman Government over the extension of the formeti scope of
autherity and over the definite putting into effegt of %the manifea*c

of November 5, 1916, constitutes an axcellsnt sahool of st&te&man-

z RTENATRENT

ship for +ha Poléeh nztion.__ihe latier's cansciuuanesu grown very

PSR EREE, B

“apidly and the Pvue‘iun are getting aware of the fact that there
is growing at their elbow u power with which they must reckon., The
Polish nat ion already considers itself muster of the territory of
the ¥ingdom of Poland and insists in terms, which ars far fran be-

ing equivocal, upon the alimination of the Germens from cooperation
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in the administration of the territory occupied by their army. For
this very reason, the protest against the recognition of the inde-

pendence of the Kingdom of Poland by the Central Powers, protest
made by the reactionary parties of the Poles residing abroad, was
not only directly inconeistent with international law(see ;E:m32?~

arandum of *be Polish Hational Defense Lommit*ae to *be Ambaaaa~

R, . g A 2
B TRk MM At g

dors of May 1916). inconaxbtent with the p“emises and ,he sacrifices

of the Revoluaio;vgf.lsso-lpsl but slso directly harmful to the
Polish policy of sction since it reduced mzterially, very much to
the benefit of Germany, the importsnce of this first victory of

the Pelish policy of independence with regard to Germany znd to

the international law as well,

1t must be emphagized that Germany decided upon the recognition
of the independence of the ¥ingdom of Polsnd not only becuuse of the
obvious impossibility of aberbing and germanizing the Poles and be-
couse of the pressure -f the politieally constructive forgces of the
Polish nat ion but al®o because Germany wanted to avold & solution
much worse to herselg, viz., the idea of a trﬁ!&iam. idesa much
advocated by Austria, eoneisting of a federsl state formed hy Auge
tria, Hungary and Poland. Such a federal gtote would be without
doubt run by the Poles, who ever sgince the beginning of the gon-
stitutional era exercised sn immensge influence upon the destinies
of Austria, saving her-in the first vlace from financial disaster
by giving to Austria a.seriea of brilliant ministers of finance
like ﬁunajawaki..gilinski. Korytowski and Zaleski, Austiria-Hune
gary-Poland would assemble in their fold all Slav nations and would
;%EFaw the Balken Peninsula into its sphere of influence, thus pq&ﬁf? _
ing into effect, after & lapse of three hundred years, the Jaé;iifllj

~ onie idea of s Polish political statebody, based on a voluntary

union of natione, 1% is obvious that a dangerous empetitor would
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thus arise for Germany.

The la tter chosec the lesger evil as far as hef interests were
concerned and recognized the independence of the Kingdom of Poland,
which in accordance with internaticnal law was and is & subject of
the law of nations. The Poles took advantage of the situ&tion; |
they reconstructed the Polish public education completely ruined b,
Russia, intpoduced Polish courts of justice, began to work on the
rebuilding of the country devastated by the war and at the same
time started the struggle with GCermany on the subject of putting
forthwith into effeét the faect of independence. The main point of
the struggle was the guesticn of rendering the Polish army 1ndepené?
ent from German commend. This struggle even lead to the arrest of
Joseph Pilsudzki, the man who built the army of Poland,

The Polish statesmen of Galicia on the other Rand raised again
the idea of uniting all Polish territories but not in union with
Austria-Hungary and on May 28, 1917, proclaoimed in Cracow, & united
Peland with aceess to the sea. Any impartial observer cannot fail
to connect this exceedingly courageous and even riegky step taken
by the Poles with thé.addreas of President Wilson on January 22,
1917, which address wag the first utterance gince the beginning of
the war, made to the Polee and stating, that Polend is not only an
objeet of borter and a reservoir of soldiere to fight for foreign
interests, but thut she has beyond the seas s true and henest friend,
the United 2tates of America. The demonstrations in honor of the

United States and of President Wilson corroborate the truth of our

statement, -

Hesapiidlations

ey,
i,

. ) ‘ . S J.
The actual situation in Polend presents itself therefore as
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fecllows:
l. Poland has u supply of two millions of firs!l class goldiers;
2. Poland will sacrifice thie goldier-material enly for the

meke of Polish interests, that ie for the purpose of re~cstablighing

& unifed and independent Poland;
3 3. Poland will sacrifice her supply of men only updm order
of the legitimate government, elected in Poland snd not abroad;
4. Poland will attracﬁ to hergelf Austria and 2ll Slav nations
For the purpose of putting into effect these changes in the
distridbution of forces in GQentral Kurope, ‘the esppointment and des-
~patching to Burope of a diplomatie agent of the United States for
Polish matters cannot be di.pensed with,
The appointment of such an agent ic canfoming with the legal

cancepiicn snd the wgractice of the United States Gavernment.

Precedents in the Hisiory of Diplomacy of the United States.

On June 18, 1849 upon order of the President of the United
States, Zachary Taylor, Mr., u. Dudley Wann has been appointed
special agent ®to inquire into the cituation in MHungary®, 1In the

instruction sggned by the Secretary of State, Clayborn, we read as

follows:

"Should the new government prove to be, in Jour opinicn, firm
and stable,....... you might intimate, if you should sce fit, that .
the president would, in that event, be gratified to receive a dip=-
lomatic agent from Hungary to the United States by or before the
next mecting of Congress, and that he entertains no doubt whatever
that, in case her new gavernment ghould prove to be firm ond stable

%eg iEdependence would be epeedily recognized by that enliphtened
ody. i

The instruction, which has been hamded ‘o ¥r, Mann, charsgter- -T

1zes him as a "special snd confidential agent of the United S?a%aﬁh}5
tates,,

] :..bs}FiJWTE
{ ARCHIVES ;
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~—ag %
{f? Hungary® and in his annuasl messuage President Taylor defined the
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ﬁosition of the United Staltes with regard to an pppressed nation
fightening for its independence as follows: .

"Juring the late confliaet beiween Ausiria ond Hungary there
seemed be a prospect that the latter might become an independent
nation. However faint tha+ propect at the time appeared? 1 thought
it my duty, in amccordsncs with the general sentimegt of the American
people, who deeply sympathizes with the ¥aglar patricts, %o stand pre+|
pared upon the contingency of the establishmént by her of a pere
manent government, to be the firs:t to welcome independent Huneary
inte the family of nations. PFor thie purpose 1 invested an agent,
then in Burope, with the power %o declare our willingness promptly
fe recognize her independence in the event of her ability to susge
tain it.»

The precedent as ir the osge with Hungsery ie perfectly
sufficient ss far ag the lepal basis for appointing an agent to the
revolutionary government is concerned. Az we know, Austria pro=
‘ested agninst the mission of Mr, Dudley ¥arn to which protest the
Secretary of Stnte, Daniel Webster mide hie famous reply,

In the diplomatie sonfliet between the United States and Mex-
ico because of the appointment by the United States Government of
¥re Alcee La Branche to the Pog&t of a diplomatic acent to Texas, the
Secretary of State, Mr, Foreyth defined the legal cpinion offihe

Government af the United States a8 Tollows:

USKI [ T
"The independence of other nationa has always been rep.sddd
the United States us a guestiion el fact mrely."y ﬁmm$§§ .

With regard tc the indesendence of Cuba, the United Sﬁ;%é?f
have established an eXiremely important précedant; on Decenmber 7,
1897, the Secretary of Slate, Righard Glney received tha?accreditn
ing papers from Mr. T. Eeirada Palma, who ¢olled himself the "authore

ized represent&tivg of the Cubans in armg, "

e Finally is it necessary to look any further for the Justifica-

| PILOUUION X

\mgégizij'lon of diplomatic relations between an already est:&bliahed\atau
!\R 1 .I,- .?-

| New Yo'Rd o state in statu Bagcendl than to go buck to the 1natruéticn.

given on Mareh 3, 1776 to Silag Deane of Connecticut, who WRE ordere

ed to: . hféii




.;- } bt 28"

"gppear in France in the charscter of a merchant sz tle Court
of France may not like it should it Tte Imown publicly that asny agent
from the Colonies ig in that country, dbut to confide to Count of
Vergennes that he hae come upon business of the American Congress."

%¥e 2ll know what momentoue results had the fact that ¥Fr:once
was willing to listen to that "merchant®™ and also to his successor,

Penjamin Franklin, the father of the diplomacy of democCEacy,.

S R e

P. V. G,

ALEXANDER DJEBSKI,
BRON18LAW D, KULAKCWSKI,
STANISLAW RAYZACHER

Por the Polish National Defense

Committee, vy
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My dear Wilder:
I heve your letter of Auszust seventeenth with

its enclosures end will, of course, heve the papers you

send me very cercfully reviewed.

Phet is 11 I cen scy &t present. I need not
?g}l you with What sympethy I gpgroach eny guestibn_that
touches uporn the independence end politicel future of
Niesd. P
g e Icx haste

Sincerely yours

(signed) WOODROW WILSON

Mr. ¥illiam R. Wilder,
45 Ceder Street

New York City. 3 Pl
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The daily papers have informed us that during the com :
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Prussien brutelity make the Austrlens feel at every turn that they
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session of Congrees & resolution will be introduced suggesting the
decleration of war on Austria-ifiuncery, Bulzaria snd Turkey by the
nited “tates of America.

The Polieh iational Defense Committee in the certainty that
this step on its pert will meet with due understanding, and basing
its standpoint on an accurate knowledge of “uroneen conditions, takes
the liberty of presenting the follcwing notes in this matter for con-
eideration.

Above gll we state as points recuirinz no proofs that
I) the greatest enemy of Democracy in Furope is Prussia,

2) Pruscis 18 the greastest enemy of a Polend, indepenednt,united

and with sccess to the ses,

3) the weakeninzof Prussie is ¢ sine cqus non for the victory of
Democrecy over Autocreacy. '

“earing the above pointe in mind becomes obvious that no means of
weakenin » Prussls should be neglected. Apert from militery action,
politicel setion cannot be over-looked which may drive o wedge
between Prussias and the otner Central Powers. All nstiona with the
excention of the United “tates are wezin: wer ezainst the whole group:
of the Allled Centrak Powers, cnd for this reason &k they cannot make
full use of the different political me’‘ums to help Lhem slongs.

e consider thet the fect that the United Stetes is at war solely
with jermany mekes it possible for the United Stetes of America to
condnet e brosd-minded end far-slzhted policy with rezfard to 1its /
reletions with Austris-imngery and with Bulzeria; the declaration
of war azelnst tnese nowers would on the other hand make nezocia-

Lione msuithexibwmshrriuwsesrivpsastbie Intended to debacq sermany's
al.les from her elmost if not qulite impossible. Thie pollcy of
fsolation could be excellently cerrled out by the United Stetes
with the assistance of the Poles, thanks to the faith and zrateful
friendship ef which animstes the Poles with regerd to the United
States of America.

The position of the ¥migsmuxStmfes Polish netion in this war
end especlelly at the pr gent time, 1s exceptionel, and {t would be

mekln: a blunder to feil to take advangtaze of the situation.

Polish Statesmen proceedin: after the essurance of the inde-
nendfnce of tne former Fusslan pertition to the second stage of the

i'1zht for independence, namely to the freeins of the Austrisn and

;erman partitions end thelr unlon into e whole to meke en independ-
ent Poland, have before them two undertakinzs each of a different
neture., Flrstly looking npon zmskrix Prussies ss the sreatesli enemy N
they pussess they must sbove all turn their policy azeinst Prussia ~ .\
end Austria end so make certain of obtainin: a volee In the conduct, 7"

of Austrisn policies. i‘he antagonism existin’ between Austria end
Jermeny is toofwell - inown to cemend proof, for in spite of the
nregent alllence between these tw. powers, the zemory of Sadowa has
not vet left the Austrians. The carcless trcatment of the Austrian
of ficers by the rrussien officers accompanied by thelr typlcel

roegess an army which is known but for its dﬁfeats: thils nhas ceused

ree . dishesrtenment snd jealousy. The absolute dependence of Austriae
pon Prussia from an economicel as well as from & politicsl point of N
few toaceothery @lth tha aldmdtsas e . at.x 1
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"Mittel-Europag" have turned the manufscturinz and merchant classes
in Austris azainst Gergany. It should be borne in mind likewise that
besides this factor there is an.ther one, not really economical, but
not less important in the policies of the states of Europe, and that
is the dynestic embition of the Hapsburgs who have felt the encrosache
ments of the'par-venug' Hohenzollerng family since the year 1866.
I'ne energetic nature and independent character of the prsent Emperor
of Austrias Charles I. should be kept 1In mind also. TPhus appear
the relations of the two powers, Austria and Jermany. It should be
possible to multiply thils antagonism meny times in its intensity,
when the fact is taken under consideration that the German element
in Austria 1s but en insignificent one, snd that on the other hand
1t 1s composed decidedly more of Slavonic elements, full of hatred
for Germany and especially for Prussis.

fhe slavonie nations of Austria and in the Balkans could
not conduct a uniform pollcy up to the present as a result of the
Fussian polley for the extermination of the P oles. The Bohemians
and the Slovacks and other nations too expected freedom from the hands
of Fussia; the Poles knew however that Russia in th event of victory
over Austria wouldf/f immediately endesvour to deprive the Poles
of even those liberties which they had ehjoyed under the Austriamo
Goverhment. The administration of Bobrinsky during the temporary
Fussian occupation of##f Galicia proved clearly that the Poleaiaad
not been deceived in their forebodings. At present xh® kngsia having
been excluded from the war as sn active factor, the Austrisn snd the
Balkan slavs will from the nature of things, have to group themselves
by the stronzest Slavomic nation after Russia, a nation possessing
historical tradition and political experience, that 1is to say the
Polish nation. From the time of the economical reforms of Austria
that 1s from the year I866, the Poles have occupled the hishest positions
in Austria, Thanks to Polish economists who time after time were
nominated Vinisters of Finance in Austria, such as Dunajewski, Kory-
towskl, Bllinski, the finances of Auspris became solvent and certain
instead of thelr former state of disorgzsnization and bankruptey.
Poles such as Baden#, Goluchowski and others occupied the positions
of Premiers of the Austrian Government. The Austrian court became
accustomed to listen to the advice of Poles and to Polish councils.
Yet simulteneously the Polich statesmen of Austr’a never attempted
to conceal the fact that they were always working for and towards
en independent Poland, and so to the separation of Jalicia from Austria.
The culminating expression of this relation between the Polees and the
Austirlans wes Lhe proclamation on the 28th ey 1917 callinz for an
Indppendent Poland, mmst with its three paertitions united and with saccess
to the sea. Thils proclamation was sounded forth in Cracow, an Austrian
fortpess In a state of war and in the PrR® presenc e of the Austrian
staff and of the whole,army. This act was according to the letter
of the law an sct of x#x treason, and yet when the Polish standard
waved from the turrets of the City Hall during the resding of the /
Proclamation, the Austrian troops saluted 1t, This political paradgx
zives ample proof of the importance of the -Poles in Austria. The .,
meaninz of thls is emphasized sll the more when 1. 1s reslized t

!

€Y
~_ o\there exlists e strong under-current smons Austrisn Slavs ezainst -
Z 2 Z o ithe Germans which 1s guided by the Poles. _
=23c) We nave mentioned already that Polish policy finds 1itself ¢
égégat the second stage of its pro:ress. This stagze commenced at the -8

- ’t}ime of the Russian Revolution.  mn .
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/%ﬂbliciby by the
“khis statement the representetive of Polish sction for Inde-

commencement of political onncedtion Lo Prussis on the papt
of the Poles was In » procl matlon of the State Council in Warsa:
statin: its neutrelity towerfis the Fussiens; the refuedd of
Pilendski's Ieolons to take the oath of brotherhood in arms ¢ 1th
the Germens 4nd the subsequent lmprisonment of Pileudski and
nis offlcers by the férnens, and the disarmin: and internmnent,
of the Polfeh T.ezions. ihis proclametion of the 28th Yay 1917
for a Poland with eccess to the seas d finitely threatened the
sermans, end thie wes furthep emphesized in a speech ade by
Feprescrtot ive Daszynskl in the Vienncse Farllement, in which
ne steaved thet by access Lo the sees, Lhe port of idansk (Penzi2)
#ne Ipdlceted, This wes durinz the evistence of the ruetrpe
‘€rogn elllence, end spoken ih the Austrisn narlisment -
& stetemnt wiilch méent thst o part of ihe territory of Frimsie
Wwo/ild be torm eway/ for the bencfit of Poland.
e would now degire to emohesize ¢ specially ¢ statement siven

- Ameriean press. According to

pendence, Fepposentative Jaszyns«l demand~d from th

/Austrian Premier Czernin that sustrien reziments ‘omnosed me inly
‘of Poles b withdrewn from the Itelien front, Daezynsikl cave
It &8 his mot've that the Polish mtion had no ouarrel with the

/| Itallsne., In this uay the Individ ality and separation of tee

/ Pollsh netion ee well es 1its séperate Puitx foreim polie wes

| enphasized: that policyg beln: fer from simiier Lo that of the
/\Central Powers with regred Lo iLhe s¢ Lrest-ent of the Fntente
Allles. Polend 1s not st war withxk the “estern 1llles. It

w88 at wer with Fupsis en’ this conflist ceased with' the Poles
obteinine their objects dn the Eagt,
e Jerman rovernment understendsf the political zeme of

Lne Poles very well. It can.ot however, act 2 rainst them open=-
ly. One who und retende and knows the cult of force end brutsl
orpreasion peculier to Lhe Prussiens, must meditate long ove p
the concessions made to the Poles by the Germsns and which are
in accorence witn +sermeny 's Polish pulicy et present. 4nd one
cen only deduet Ghet the Prusslens nave comprehended the worm
meanin:s end the direnzth of Poland. ihe Allles should understend
thils too and not meke fresh blunders by €liminaetin: this force
from amon -+ the snti-Gerven fectore of this wer; end this elimin-
ation will certainiy occur end at least to a gree:, de zree by : :
e decleration of war a-aimst fustrie on the part of the ﬂnitad//f__ )
“tates, ' a8, 2
- ‘o what exlent indeed the Germans ®R have to count wit h
the policy of Polend(whieh hilst not beinz enforeed by gx
armed foree, mogs still very excellently the division of strengt
in Centrel furope), is hown in two examples which miet be ex-
ple'ned and demonsteated before we proceed,

. The first exampl oceu red immeﬁiately nfrer
the openlnz o7 thje Austrien Pirlis ent In Vienna when the Polish
Parliamentery C fr¥cle stated th t the Poles “onl’, ote azeinst
tne fudget for the firet time 1n the history of parlliamentary

; government in Austris. This would mesn the

finenelel ruin of \fusirie and the acnlevement of complete politic-
al crneos in xwwerdw that country. ve do not xnow exsclly what

nepoened then or subsequently. 7%e know only thet the Poles voted

b F 2 5
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for the Budget immediately after the visit of the represent-
ative of the opposition in the © plin smxme Parlliament (The
Catholic Center) namely Representative Erzberger who came to
Vienna. After Erzberger's return to Berlin, mekwwm=x Bethman-
Hollwez fell and the whole South German press commenced a unan-
imous campaign ageinst annexstions, resultins in the presitivn
resolution being placed in the German Parlisment against any
snnexations on the neart of Germany .

& Ancther example of great si
action on the mrgxmf part of Ger
Count Adam Tarnowskil to be Premi
sov-rnment. After s controversy
uermans emerged victorious snd Dr

inificence was the energetic

many sacalnst the appointment of
er of the new Polish mxwhex

lasting for two months the
«J fucharzewski was sppointed,

far behind larnowski in point of
well as imternationsl prestige.

very well what a danzerous ehemy
Count Tarnowski would have maint
Premier if the policy of the All
glven the Poles some measure of

kind had been given by them.

view of politicel ebility es
he Germans have comprehended
Count Tarhowski was for them.
alned his position firmly as
les had In some way or other
fupport and no sunport of any

rhe Jermans had been ageinst Tarnowski's mission to America

and It had been German influence w
The whole course of the All

hich hed led to his recall.
ied policy in t he East had -

been directed agzainst Austria,
been recognised as an internal
and strwnzth of the Polish nati
dispensed with by conducting a
plcion amongst
Even
yet been able to leave the cours
the Tsars with reszard to Poland.

iznorinz Germany.

untll late the Russiasn revo

Poland had
problem of Russia's. fThe energy
on had been quite zeatultoudyy
vague and Indefinte Polish policy
the Poles towards the Allies.
lut lonsry Government had not

e traced out by the policy o f
“inister Tereszczenko only a

few weeks before his imprison
Petrograd ansrchists expresse

nent by the inorsnt Bwiwwewviis
d in the presence of All

led repre-
sentatives a doubt whether 1t would be possible for Polsnd to
realized the dream of her independence.

The Polish Netlorial Defenees Comnmittee
unusual importance of Rwmimé Pols
in a memorisl presented to the o
of America early in aum
1zed also that the Poles
and that they cannolL comm
ance of the United States

pointed out the
nd in victory for Democracy
overnment of the United States
St this year. 1In it the fact was emphasg=-
possess falth only in the United States
€nce energetic work without the asgsist-
"e emphasized xwiw also the meaning
and Importance of Polish policy iIn Austria and we indicated a
neens of of communication between the United States snd the Poles
by the appointment of a xpretax diplometic azent for Poldsh
affalns to be sent to Switzerlend or to Sweden.

S We do not know what has hindered this project. We know
Lyf that in spite of deleys, which have scted to the detriment,
the cause, the time for taking =sax advantage of Polish ik
jlements and forces 1is not irrecoverably passed. We fear that/ & 1
bhe declaration of war azainst Aus . ria by t.e United States of,
America can shut off this means of communication and 1if not
entibely so, sreatly hinder the progress of this work.

A hundred and fifty years of 8levery have tauzht us to
love the Mother-Country without any reservations. But Polish -

®
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traditione nave enjoineg upon us simaltaneously to fizht mmdwe
with the bettle cry off XmrxRmismoixkxwaxzih» Throuzh Poland for
Humanity!" on our lips. 1In the neme of this 1deal we call
sttention to the lmportence of the decdeion which must be made
by Consress. In the event of war bein:> d«elared the politicel
action of the Poles In Jellele 80 promisincly commenced end
vigourcusly conducted will be peralgsed. Exhnanstion will
teke the upper hend In Poland: rcactiobery elenents which until
recently clung to Pussis under the I'sers will cormence to incline
towards the slde of Ixpmeiwiistdommyx Iimperilalistic Germeny.
Pllsudsiki,~- the spiritual leader of DemocratLic Poland will remain
11 his prison cell. in Lermeny. :
fhe isolatlon of Prussis by turninz awey Austria and Bulzagia
willbecome & matter of impossibility. CSupporters of the Hinden-
burg policy of ennexstion will commence their activities wit h,
renewed vi or. The fate of PoRand thrudt between the snarchy
of Russie and Cermsn imperielism will egein become & debatable
grentity. \

deeivprianzywerxen mmegrriztyrievshouid rrememberriraixvauntrin,
stransdriherinrestrefreframritnitanveffeny
rivermver the acceptance of @
The declaration of wer without mpmptimz/the doctrines
enunclated by PResident T ilson by the Allies would give the -Germens
& new proof for statlinz that the ldeals of the Allles ere imsincere
and that the Germens ere the real defenders of the richts of nations.
It should be born® in mind that all Slavonic and Lithuanien nations
are isolated and can easily come under German influence snd be sub-
ject to the deceliving councils of the Germans; and especially after
the publicatlion of the secret corressponéence of the Russien Forelgn
Cffice in the matter of Poleand, the lack of support, the failure
to suprnort the principles of the Iindependence of 2ll nations and
inetead the support by the Allles of such Polish reactionaries as
Dmowskl, Paderewskl snd others,have led to & split smong the Polish
soldiers of the husslen army, numbering several thmwsmmds hundreds of
thousands of men, and whose laportance the Polish National Defense
Committee has been emphasized in its memoriel. i
And what profit will accrue to the ceuse of Temocrecy by
declarin: war on Austria? e should remember that Austria, with
the Russian danger past, the the t.reat of an Itelian offensive
on Trieste and Dalmatis over, 1s ghm exhausted and worn out - reasdy
to conclude a longed-for pesce. ['rom the military ss well as from
the politlical point of view, Austria has no longer rny meaning.
Jerman troops ere fichting In Itsly. The United States are sendigg,c\
troops to the French front and free in this way, 'nglish troops” 4 7,\
required in Itely. By declaring war on sustria the position XN
the front will not be altered- nor will the intensiveness ¢cheni
’he Germans will be the only ones ta@ prdfit and Polan@, /‘ustris
Hungary, Pulgaries and Turkey will become tkwx their vessals. The
var willbe prolonged; we feel wonfident thet the United States wil
conquer the Jermans. Ve feel certaln likewise that this victory
/Yy 5will be speedier and more perfect 1f i co-operation with the armed
{f¢”T&v « / action of the United States, political sction will meike itself felt
%f& / with the aid of the Poles.
> J If however, important reacons should impel the @overnﬂgpy_ ~999
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"Ef the United States to decddre war, it would be advisable to maintein
relations with Poland. The road to this will be mich more difficult,
but we have learnt in ourf @entury and a half of national struggle

to work even under difficult and hamperinz conditions. We fear
only that Poland will be abandoned absolutely to the good or evél
services of the Germans. i

The Pold®nh Nationel Defense Committee has worked for the
cause of Liberty to the best of its eblility. In the event of a
declaration of war, it will suspend its politival endeavours and
devete its time purely to relief work for the starving Poles in Poland

and to the cultural elevation and education of Polish emigrents in
Amerlca as to thelr dutiles as citizens. We will as hithertofore,
Indicate the duties of Polish emigrants here who desire to enter
the battle for Democracy under the Stars and Stripes. In this wa$
we will serve Poland, the United States of America and Humanity.

But before this occurs we have considered it our duty to-
wards thc above three groups to proclaim openly what mr® our opinioms
ere 1n thls declsive moment for the policles of the world., We =me
are convinced that the American Government will understend and ap-
praise our intentions rishtly. We abe certain that, disrezarding
the possible declaration of war, whether it will occur or not, the

United States will still remsin the champlons of the cause of an
independent Poland.

FAL trens. W . M/C—V'C/:?‘W
P b?/d .,%f?'”—fy" ¢ '
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December 10, 1917.

Williem R. Wilder, Isquire,
caere Wilder, Ewen and Patterson,

45 Cedar Street, New York City.

My dear Mr. Wilder:

I duly received your letter of December 1st, w th
enclocures, giving the opinion of the Polish National Defense
Society regarding the question of & decleration of war by
the United States cgainst sustria, and trust thet you will
overlook the deley inm &cknowledcing its receipt,

In view of the President’s messege to Councress last
week and the subsequert action of thet body in deeclaring the
exsistence of ¢ state of war between the United States end
Austrie-Hungery, eny stastement of +he Depertment of State
in the premisés would appesr to be unnecessary.

Very sincerely yours,
(Signed) Robert Lansing,

860c.01/52 — Y
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Dear ¥r, Wilder: 4 i}f? PivS
ihe memorandum written by the Polish Natioral eignae
Committee and sent through your courtesy to Secretary of State
Lansing, contained the following passage:
"1f, however, important reasons should impel the
Government of the United States to declare war (on Austroe-
Hungary) it would be advisable to maintein relations with
Poland. The road to this will be more difficult but we
have learned in the century and & half of our national
struggle to work under difficult and hampering ccnditions.®
War was declared on Austria-iungary. However, Presi-
dent Wilson uttered words in his speech which filled us all with
Joy, for he assured Poland her right %o free access to the sea
and defined further the attitude of the naticns compousing the
Austro-Hungarian monarchy with regerd to their duties of helping
on the victory of Democracy.
A great tract of purely Polish territory inhabited by
5,000,000 Poles enters into the formation of the Eepsburg monarchy,
and these understand their duties towards the natiocnal ende of
every Pcle - the building up of the Polish Commonwealth - and
that wider duty towards world democracy.
But it should be borne in mind, as the Polish National
Defense Committec has «lready emphasized in its memorial of Aug-~

ust 1917, that the strength of the Polish nation divided up among

the Prussian and Austrian partitions, the Poles in the former

—

Russian partition ancd the Polish military strength in the Rua—!f UDSy;
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also holds dependent on its existence the compromise between the
political parties which Poland possesses as does indeed every
modern nation,

In view of the fact that the coneentration of Polish
forcea'is to be utilized not only for the attainment of inde=-
pendence for Poldand but also to hasten victory for the princie-
ples of Democracy, sc closely connected with the cause of Po-
land, the point of attraction for'thaua furces should be a State
which is powerful enough t¢ make its aid of material benefit and
& State which stands above all suspicion of imperialism and ten=-
dency to oppose Liberty,

Public opinion in Poland indicated the United States

of America as such a center. And especielly the general disre-

~ pute in which secret and irresponsible diplomacy is held amongst

Americane, - who cennot agree to a diplomacy which barters with
whﬁle naticns as i these were property and not enlightened
groups of free peoples, - has done much to distinguish the United
States from émong other powers,

In the memorial of the Polish National Defense Commit-
tee of August 1917, we asked for the realization of an endeavour
to mobilize Polish rescurceés against Prussian autocracy by send-
ing out a diplomatic agent to Switzerland or Sweden, and there to
come t0 an understanding with all the Polish parties in Poland.
Ve emphaaiéed then "with the Poles in Poland”, as Polish emi-
grants cannot decide the fate of Poland, they do not possess any "
authorization to represent the general national interests, undf:&dgizfg
such gentlemen as Mr., Dmowski in Paris or ¥r. Paderewski here'iﬁﬁiézﬂ/
Amerita, represent at the best only a certain portion of the '

Catholic and Anti-Semitic reactionary element in. Poland,
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And now with the declaration of war on Austria in
mind, we return to our matter, considering it is high time that
this agent should be sent cut immediately, together with Polieh
experte possessing proven democratic ideals,

Ve ask you, Sir, to endesvour %o understand our mo=-
tives., Bvery opinion and every plan we place befors yecu is based
on an exact and accurate knowledge of concitions in Caentrzl and
Bactern Burope. Ve wrote, even befors the outbreak of the war,
that inevitable disaster awaits Russie. ¥We were ridiculed when
we wrote, also before the war commenced, that an independent Po=-
land will be the keystone of the fulure structure of Burcpe, We
aroused indignation whan, immediately after the outbreak of the
Russian revolution, we published in "¥ici" (the official organ
of the Polish National Defense Committee) a forecast of the
further course of events in Russia, and which was later verified
by actual occurrences down to tha snallest details, in spite of
the optimistic reports of ¥r, flihu Root. And now, aeeing a
future dark and éhreatening for Poland and for the Democracy of
the whole world, we feel it ocur duty to warn patriotic Americans
of thé approaching danger.,

Ail Central and Eastern Europe is worn out ard exhaust-
ed beyond expression, The FPulish, Serbian, hlntenegrin, Rouman-
ian, Lithuanian and White Russian nations are literall{ dying out
through starvation., The burial of the dead has become & dally
duty for every family, And especially the child mortality and

degeneration caused by the unnatural mediume utilized to deceive

the pangs of hunger, threaten the very existence of thess na= ¥

tions., The depopulated territories will present an cxcellent
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field for Ceruan colonization, The Germans are buying out Polish

estates already,

The Polish nation, and with it the other nations which
suffer under German oppression at present, have awaited in vain
some assurance from the Allies that their unbearable sufferings
will be rewarded by promises from the governménta of the Entente
Allies us to their independent existence. These as8surances have
not been given yel in spite of warning voices from the Polish na=-
tion, The words of President ¥Yilson spcken on the 22nd of January
of this year have found no response. lInstead the gecrat docu-
ments revealed by the Dolsheviki demonstrate that smaller and
oppressed nationalities were regurded as mediuma of barter in
the future clearing house of peace, The Russian Finister, Tere=-
szozenko, a few weeks befor: his downfull, expressed his doudbt
as to the possibility of an independent Poland in the presence

of the Entente Ambassadors. The Ukranian press is indignant at

United States Ambassador Francie, who is said to have affirmed

®hilst at Petrograd that the claime of the Ukranians to inde-

pendence are as obselete as those of the Redskins in America.

Anc realliy the greatest danger centers around the

Ukraine at present, The Provisional Russian Covermment may have
proclaimed the principle of national will, but in practice it i
has sinned more ageinst this principle than the previous govern- |
ment, Inasmuch as it ereated a precedent by dissolving the Fin-

nish Diet with armed forces. Trhe Folsheviki did not fail to

profit by this example and used this revolutionary method of -
dealing with its lawmakers, on Mr, Kierenski's government who
had originslly made use of this method on the Pinns and inci-

dentally turped them sguinst Russia.
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The same mistake was made towards the Ukraine; by de-

nying it the right to eutonomy, a complete breakaway from Russia
was the result. The Germans, even before the war, foresaw the
downfall of Russia ana endeavoured Lo create a line of cleavage
between the Poles and the Ukranians 80 that the natural alliance
of Poles and Ukrainans, so threatening te¢ Jermany, would be made
impossible., The Gernans were aided in this work by the Polish
reactionaries under Dmowski, who, ‘uniting with the Russian reace
tionaries, irritated the Ukranians by refusing to recognize thair'
right to nationality, In this the ground for the Ukranian-German
alliance was prepared, and this means that the Germans will be
able to control the enormously rich agricuvltural lands, anthra-
cite and iron-ore mines of the very best quality, as well as lands
rich in phesphates, manganese and salt; the great fizhing poussi-
bilities ¢f the PBlack Ses should likewise be mentioned,
Thoughtless Russian publicists are still working to
increase this distrust., Count Tolstoy is writing a series of
articles in the Bvening kail at present in which he demcnstrates
to the Allles that the independence of Poland, Finland and the
Ukraine, as also the other nationalities oppressed and subject to
Russia, cannct be permitted, as all those having meney invested
in Russis would lose their capital, Such a standpoint as that
taken up by this Russian"Demceratic® Count with regard to oppress-
ed nationalities, cen but rouse the most profound indignation in

the hea~t of every honest and Just man, as the writer converts

these nations into items in the Russien inventory, be%ﬁs of bure ;

den, and on whom the Allies hold a mortgage as a result of the fﬁ;;§;;5

prodigality of the former Russian Government.

In this way President Wilson's doctrine loses all itis

29%
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impetus and influence, although he still pictures and defines it
excellently in all of his speeches, having realized that he is
thus striking at the vital spot in the Prussian organism, The
great doctrine wag opposed and fought by the formation of a con=-
spiracy of silence on the part of all the believers in the imper-
jalistic faitn throughout the whole world. The Prussian Govera=-
ment understocd and apypreciated the importance of this standpoint.
1t endeavours Lo create a semblance of maintaining these princi-
ples. 1t emphasizes in the organs of its press that so far the
Centrel Powers have been the only nations to define their Polish
policy, and further that they alone have rebuilt =« Polish State on
a gertain portion of Fulish land,

The Poles in Poland accepl every German conceaaion
for the bencfit of the Polish Sltate; they render them permanent
on the territory given up by the Germans and erxtena the branches
of their public¢ 1life, their authority and influences, bul never
cease L0 demand from the Germans the whole extent of Polish
Jends (Aot of May 28, 1917, Cracow.) But the Germans are becom=
ing increasingly less amenable 1o grant concessions and direct
Polish attention to the lack of decisions in the matter of Po=
land on the part of the Allies. They point out the "doubt"' exw
pressed Ly Tereszozenko and to the secret agreenents mads by Rus=

sia regarding FPoland. o

{ '-’L.\)J

| '\l ”r-lrdjf
offense, JIhe Allied Covernments have recognized the Polish ha+ﬁ¥w’W?

The Germans have iately been given a new weapon of

tionel Tommiitee in Paris ae an official Polish organization, and
yet this Committee is composed of reactionaries hated in Pclend -
leaders of the Anti-Semites with Dmowski at their head, whe not

. long ago were cooperating with the Czar in battling against de-
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mocracy. _

And ¥r, Lansing, writing to Mr., Paderewski, informs
him that the Jommittee has been recognized by the Government with
¥Mr, Paderewski as its representative in America.

This last act especially has caused great confusion of

mind; and not only smongst Polish emigration in America. The

Demoeratic portion of Polish emigration does not understand this

act as we do, - that it was nothing more than lack of knowledge
of Polish affairs, which permitted the recognition of this Com-
mittee; but they think instead thai reaction is beginning to take
the upper hand,

Dear ¥r, Wilder | We write to you frankly, impelled
by the fear that democracy is losing the benefit of this most
important cooperation, directly agzinet the desires of the Pres-
ident, the cooperation of the Poles, Lithuunians, Ukrainians,
Serbians and Rumanians in the battle against Prussian autoeracy,
but that on the other hand exhaustion and starvation, the doubt-
ful situation, a distrust of their best friends, will eventually
force these nations into a compromise with the Germans. This
course would be threatening to the future of democracy and to
these nations themselves,

We turn to you therefore, knowing of your clear and
idealistic viewe, your disinterestadness and fairness, with the
request that vou assist us and that we Logether consider the

necessities of the situation,

According to us the need is as follows: ARCH

vea 1

New York |

1., 1t is necessary again to raise the matter of send=

ing out a‘Commission or an agent for Polish affairs to Europe,

\ which would have for its cbjeet the union anc consclidation of

\
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Pelish parties in Poland under the leadership of the United
States against the common enemy,

2., The support of the Western and Balkan States could
be gained also by giving the Poles as well as the other cppress-

ed nationalities the assurance of aid from the United States.

e

3. The plan of action should be arranged in accord-
ance with the character of the forces and copditions attained
after a common understanding and confirmation by the Government 5
of the United States., Austria will have to count with auch &
powerful combination of Slav nationalities and follow the direc-
tion they indicate,

4, A new political commission should be sent out to s
Russia from America, with a numercus party of Foles to help the
progressive Poles in Russia. Polish soclalists have much in- t
fluence in Russia and could help to organize the Russian front.g
Their presence in the American Commission would o much to builé
up again that faith in the United States which the Bolsheviki I
have destreyed and would reorganize Russia on the basis of the §
doctrines ennunciated by President Wilson.

5, By the inelusion of Poles in the Russian Commisge
gion, it will be possible to obtain several hundred thousand
Polish soldiers in the Russian arﬁy and use them to reinvigorate
the military force of the Tastern front. The Polish soldiers
have avoided so far all disorganiz ation and demoralization,
and compose the only good element in the Russian army, having

avoided both Polsheviki as well as Reacticnary propaganda.

6. 1n thie way a powerful forcc will be oreated, Eéatg;fl;
1 ;?{.
posed of =1l the Western and Balkan Slavs under the leadership

of the United Stutes of America, Further, the eastern front
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would be reorganized, the demoralized centralized_ﬂuaaian army
being thruet aside by the decentrdlized Polish, Lithuanian,
Ukranian armies with high merale, These would strike at the
Germans simultaneously with revolutiocnary risings on the part of
the Polish and other Slav inhsbitants in the territories occupied
by the Germans; the Austrian government would retain & neutral
attitude in all probability. A powerful, sustained and well
prapared attgck on the western front shculd accompany these
movements, .

The fulfillment c¢f these plans quite naturally calis
for long-sustained effort, but steps must be taken immediately

to commence carrying them into effect,

We have expressed our thoughts although they are not
popular cnes at present, We consider however that new condit=-
ions demand new mathodé. That iz why we s8¢ obstinately argue
over thils point, and i1t is our hope that you, Sir, appreciating

cur motives, will understand our thoughts,

Very sincerely yours,

Ko oo Ll
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45 Cedsr Street

New York.

December 18, 1917, WRW

Mr. G. J. Sosrowski,
59 Wall Street, City.
My deer Mr. Sosnowski:
The communicctlan of PBr. Khlskowaki to o

e e

me on behelf of the Polish Egtlonel Deiense Gommittee

o

13 the best atctement of the present situation ta date
SEPERERTS o8 %"‘fww

and I sent the original to Mr Lansing math a letter,

cony of which I enclose, and which I wish.you would send

to Dr. Kul&kovski Mr Debuki et al, if you think it

will interest them.
In grest heste,
Faithfully yours,
(Sgd.) Wm. R. Wilder.

.
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Hon, Robert Lansing,
Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Lansing: ;

Yours of the 10th inst. acknowledging receipt of the memo-
rial of the Polich National Deéfense Committee, amend the advis-
ability of the declaration of a state of war between this country
and Austria, duly to hand and I am grateful to youe.

At the time of its composition it was realized that such
a declaration was inevitable, as indeed that fact was anticipated
and practically admitted by the Committde.

Now that the 'Rubicon haé been crossed! and this country
further committed to active participation in the affairs of Eur-
ope, as well as in the preservation ¢f our own liberties, it
seems to me imperative that we strive, in cooperation with the
Poles in this country, who are the most truly and clearly repre=-
sentative of their brethern in Europé, to a determination to real=-
ize on the "Polish Asset", Can it be done in any way other or
better than suggested inthe enclosed letter by the Committee,
addressed to me, and which I take pleasur: in transmitting to
you for perusal and consideration?

I realize and deplore, as must you, the fact that there is

not that unity and cohesion among the Poles in this country and
that there should be in such a crisis. This is, however, one of the
natural and inherent difficulties of the situation. The vast ma-
jority of the Poles, either in this country or in Central Europe

do not and cannot belong to the same dlass of which Paderewski here,

J

f.j&nd Dmowski in Paris, are the representativéa.

L
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I have given thie matter careful investigation and study,
and am convinced that the Polieh Naticnal Defense Committee un=
doubtedly represents the majority of the Poles both here and in
Europe,

At all events, their views are well reasoned and entitled
to respectful coneideration. Up to the present time I have had
some doubts about the wisdom of sending ebroad a Polish Commiseion
or a Polish Diplomatic Agent. Certainly it would have been and
will be a grave mistsake for-sudh a Commigsion to proceed with any
intention of trying to beat the German devil at his own game by any
secret diplomacy.

The policy of this country towards wesker nations and peo=
plee has, however, been so well defined by my Classmate, the Presi-
dent, that such Commission ehould openly proceed to deal with the
Allied nations,- and if for no other purpose than by taking the
jead and have such policy ratified and supported by the Allies.

I feel sure that this subject must be receiving careful
attention by the President and your Depariment, but if the Policsh
Naticnal Defense Committee and myself can shed any further light, or
be of any use, do not hesitate to command us beth for the United
States and for Poland.

' Very faithfullyjyoure,
We Re W,
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December 26, 1917. :

Mr. Williem R. Wilder,
45 Cedear Street,

New York, ©N. Y.

I K :

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
December 17th, encleosing a létter to you from representa-
tives of the Polish Nation:l Defecnse Committee relative to
the proper attitude of the United States towards Poland.

The letter has been read with interest and the
suggestions contained therein are receiving the careful
considerationof the Department.

I am, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Robert Lansing.
860.¢.01/57
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w The followlng talegram was sent from President ¥ileon
to The Polish Hationzl Defense Comnities:

#1918 Jan 14 PE & 17
*THE WHITE HOUSE
¥ashington D, C. January 1ith 3:45 P.¥N,

Dector Joegeph P, Zaleeki President ¢f the Polish National De-
fense Camittee
Four eix four nine South Ashland Avenue,
Chicage, Illinecie,

Eay I not express my hearifeli thanke and appreciation to ﬁ
m Poligh Hational Tefense Committes for their gracious message
© of Jenuary 9 and join with them in hoping that the ¥ew Yesr may
mitn&m the realization of the long deferred hopee of the Pelish |
peﬁple.

Woodrow Wileon.®

This telegram waes an enswer 10 o wire addressed to Presi-
dent ¥ileon from the Polish Naiional Defense Cammlivee which was
ag followe:

1918 Jan. 9.

Woodrew Wileon Prepident of the United States of America
¥hite House, Washington, D.C.

Hister President Polish National Defense Comnittes sende
you heartiest thenke sn’ recognition for the definitive stand you
todk toward Poland in your meesage the Sth January inst which we
teke te be m Titting conclusion and eignal of your mesrage of
January 22nd 1917 you have founded the demands and desires of
Peland znc of 21l the Polep vhen you gald in the name of America
that peace may be concluded only when an independent Polish
State ir erected consisting of 21l of the territories inhabited
by Peles including the Polish coast your solution of the Polish
gucetion formation of strong Folend is the enly pguarsntes of
the balance of power in esstern Rurope the oenly guarsntee of
lasting peace Doctor Joseph Zaleski, President, J, X, Sienkie-
wicz Vice President, Doctor K. A. Zuraweki, Vice President,
Stanlislew Rayzacher, Seorstary, Thomae Siemiradzki, Treasurer,
M. S8ikolowski, Dirsctor, 7
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Mr. Cyrus H. McCormick,

/
4 F o ‘J-
1653/ 7-
605 South Hichigan Avenue, AUV TV
Chicago, Illinoie. 7

My dear Cyrus:

Youre of the 20th ult. with Mr. Steuert's report of
the 19th ult. duly to hand, end T appreciate your position.

We are both anxious to help the Poles in every pos-
sible way. It is a difficult matter with both the Poles and
their friends working in absolute harmony, and doubly diffi-
cult if we and they have to work againet "croes-currents".,

My knowledge of men is derived from personal con=
tact, their history and surroundings, what they have done,
sald, written and stend for, and these teste I applied to the
five gentlemen of whom I wrote you, and all of whom I have
knowa for a year or so; with some I have been in daily con=-
tact.

I am again enclosing copy of their curricula vitae,

————
the mere perusal of which is enough to satisfy anyone that
they cannot possibly "represent the eéxtremely radical element",
and at the same time be true. The only radical member of the
group is Alexander Debski, of whom no criticism is made and who
is a national - not international - soclalist and a man of the
Gompers type. Dr, Stanley Stanislaus and Dr. ¥. H., Lewinski
Corwin are beyond criticism, being as conservative as you and- % , %

myself, and I am sure that Mr. Smulski could not have had them
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in mind, as composing any part of an "extremely radical element®.
The specific criticisms in Mr. Steuert's report are
directed against Dr. Kulakowaki and General Sosnowski. As
to the former, I heartily agree with Mre. Smulski that "hemiw:\
an able man“ . He writes better than he talks, and 1n that
fgé;ect r;aemblea Oliver Goldsmith. He is not a "radical so-
cialist and an I. Wi W. sympathizer®, if one can judge from
his conversation and his writings. I have met him freqnently,
and have read much of what ha haa writtan. He assures me tha$
Mhe never has writtan or spoken a word in favor of the I. W. W.,
is absolutely opposed to it and all its works, and that his
socialistie vieié are of the most conservative character., He
is editor of the paper "Wici" the organ of the Polish National
Defense Committee and not of the Chicago paper "Dziennik Lu-
dowy". To this latter paper he has contributed at times, and
for some ten days or two weeks in Juciwstt/ 198 She acted as
editor during the absence of the editor and owner. I under- iéJ;ﬁnuﬁh
stand that this paper has not regarded the Harvester Trust fé%f ///““
Pl ———T /7‘#"(0%({

favorably, but Dr. Kulakowski assures me that he never has

written, said or published anything for or against the "Har-
vester interests®. Now, what are we going to do about it2? Who
must be mistaken?

Mr. Smulski states that ur. Steuert that he "13 on

S S ol

friendly tenms with all these gentlemen", etc, This I am in-

clined to doubt because Dr. Kulakowski in June, 1915 made an

AR T S - i T i

'attack on Banker Smulski for charging a hinher rate than wag

b prevalent for the tranamisaion of funds for the relief of those\i

auffering in Poland, and I am advised thax it resulted 1n

T e




his repaying the sum of $200 to the fund. I merely mention
this as a possible reason for Mr. Smulski's misstatements,

As to General Sosnowski, I wish you would read over
the annexed sketch in regard to him, He did come to this coun-
try in 1893 and though he was connected with the Polish Commis-
sion to the World's Fair, responsibility for the Polish
pictures rested on the other members of the Commission. As
it was not possible to sell them he was sent over the follow=
ing year to secure if possible the return of one "Vernihora"
tc Poland as it had an historical, if not artistic value, This
he succeeded in doing, and I believe the rest were sold in this
city at a loss, but Mr. Sosnowski had nothing whatever to do
with their sale, and as far as I can ascertain there was no
"responsibility" imposed upon him except as to the one picture,
and that not until a year after the close of the Chicago Fair.

Mr, Smulski I am advised, ought to be well informed on
this matter for he was financially and actively helping the Po-
lish Commigsion all the time of the duration of the Chicago
Fair,

As to Sosnowski's connection with the Red Cross work,
I am advised that he was entrusted with the administrative end
thereof, and had absolutely nothing whatever to do with the
collection or the disbursements of any funds. He was not aware
"that Mr. Smulski had gotten about $20,000 in Chicago", but was
under the impression that it was about $10,000 as that was the
only amount, as he was advised, that reached Poland. None of

it was "sent to Mr, Sosnowski", but all funds were handled and
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disbursed (though under Mr. Sosbowski's orders) by the American
Consul, Fernando de Soto, and Vice Consul Fuchs. It would
also appear that Mr. Smulski is mistaken in supposing that
Mr. Sosnowski "took all the credit to himself, and as a result
got himself appointed as a General". Mr. Sosnowski seems to
be under the impression that his promotion in the Red Cross of
the Russian Army wae due to meritorious services. He was
wounded three times, wae presented with and declined the Crosses
of St. George and St. Vliadimir on the ground that he was fight-
ing for Poland and not for Russia. Thia; while patriotic, was
what Mr. Smulski would probably call, and very justly - "errat-
ic". In due courss of time he was commissioned by the Russian
Government to come to this country to supervise and report om
all the war orders placed by Russian Government in the United
States. Before leawing he wished to know and was informed that
a truthful report was desired. He made such reports, and the
result expected by him happened, to wit: "he was relieved of
his duties" - and in this respect Mr. Smulski is right.

There is no disposition on the part of these gentle-
men, aad there will be none so ldng as I have anything to do

[ with them, "to build up a rival Committee". Their only desire is

A i

to aerve this country and Poland. They possess exceptional
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knowledge and ability. How representative they are of the Poles

e

1n this country it ia difficult to state, because the table of

membership in associations of this kind is so elastic., The table

‘given by Mr. Steuert is, I presume, an approximation or guess.

%o
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%The Polish National Defense Committee does not consider any one.
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a member who is not actually enrolled, hence the small estimate

T B A

made by ur. Smulski..

I am sure that both you and Mr. Smulski misconceive
the object of these gentlemen. It is not to “build up a rival

R P ol e o i P S T T

committee” but to creata a !Pollsh Information Bureau“ for
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the benefit primarily of the State Department. Three of these
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five gentlemen are in cloae and conatant touch with the aituarﬁw

R S

tion in Poland and Rnasia, and I am pog tive,poggeaa eources
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of accuratewihfonnation superior to those possessed by any of

Wi G A T
the other organizations. The other organizations are more or

less mikéh“uﬁ%with““iﬂ“1gggﬂgg;;;wca and religion; in fact,

e O

Mr. Smulski's unwarranted suspicion of the motives of these

o ae— TSR A

gentlemen 13 undoubtedly due to the fact that in the late cam—
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paign they, as ardent almost idolatrous worshippers of Wilson,
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voted and worked for the Democratic party and thereby came in 3
coni’lict with Hr. Smulski‘s 1oca1 s.nd Am«arica.n ponticai amb:i.- ;
ttqu, They'advocated woﬁking in the utmost harmony with all

tﬁt Poiish organizations, and in utilizing to the utmost Br.

Smulski and Mr., Paderewskl for the common cause, We appre-

ciate, as Mr. Smulski must be fair enough himself to appre-

ciate; the disadvantage that he labors under on account of his
interest in American party politics, but that is no reason why

his help should not be sought by any one interested in the cause

of Poland., | RACHIVES |

sw York
So also in regard to mr. Paderewski. We all concede

L Caiy

that he is the best Polish asaet in ahia country for the purpoae

of raising funds and creating emotional enthusiasm. It 1is not

B

~“necessary, in fact it does more harm than good, to insist that 3}5
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Mr, Paderewskil is an “able state&man'l or 5hould be made Pres-

T L e i Sl S AR

ident or King of Poland. Statesmen are not created as wawﬁLﬁ%;”

Hinerva, and the queation of King or President for Poland _

A P 2 S

can well be postponed for a season. If ¥Mr. Smulski is as good

g

'and broad-guaged a man as you think, let him see me when next
he is in New York, Possibly I can do the cause of Poland no
greater good than to éliminate or iron out all petty feelings
and jealousies and have all work in unison and harmony. There
never will be "a free and united Poland" unless there be unity
and harmony in the effort to sscure the freedom.

While I have not shown your letters and have treated
the subject matter as confidentially as possible, yet I have

had to make some inquiry of these gentlemen in regard to cer=-

tain facts, I have not the slightest objection to your showing .

P e

this letter to Mr. Smulaki or any one elae. This is the time

A A i A S

to iron out differences and get together.

Very faithfully yours,

e 7 2/-( r~laesé' T ,fo//t),}cg,éﬁwﬁ
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Quesiion 1: It is reported that while the X.0.H., has dropped
ite opposition to recruiting in the POlish Army, their apeak-
érg are urging Poles to enliet in the Slavic Legions rather
thon in the Polish Army, although by the express terms of
the law relating to the Slavie Legions the PYles are not to
be permitted to enlist therein. Is thie correct? If not,
are you prepared to discipline any member of the ¥.0.¥. who
specaks along these lines? :

Answer: The speskers from the ¥.0.N. could not possi=-
bly withoul running the risk of exposing themselves to ridicule
urge the joining of the Slav Legion, which is not in existence
at all, The entire canpaign as conducted by the opponents of
the ¥,0.¥, is based upon such false debunciations. For this
reason, and for the sake as well of publie peace, we reguest
that copies of these reports be given to us and that those
making such denunciations be called upon to repeat their charge-
€s openly. We are powerless agesinst secret and cowardly ine
formers. We ure, however, prepared, and what is more we in-
eist upon our privilepge, to avail ourselves of an open and just
trial before American courts of justice. We want light and we
are fighting against darkness.

In re Senutor Hitchcock's Bill we expressed our opin-
ion and we supported Senator litchecock's plan, since we have gur=
selves demanded the very same thing, as may be plainly seen
from our letter addressed it¢ Lieutenant Brazol, representa~
tive of the Union of Russian Citizens., When however, on ac=-
count of Mr, Paderewski's interfercnee in the matter, the Poles
were omitted from said Bill, and there was thus the possibility
of interpreting the Bill in the sense that Poles would not be
admitted to service in said Legion, we submitted to President
Wilson ocur opinions on the matter at issue. | 3 "Uu{::
[ o LoNI

I beg however to call attention to the fact that the 15T
Bill in queetion feils to contain even a word that the "Poles are
not permitted to enlist thercin®"., The Poles are only omitted

from the list of flavs who were called upon to enter this Le-
gion,

Generally spesking, the cause of said Legion has, as
fara s we know, not assumed any more tangible shape than that
ef a plan, In this respect we beg to eall attention to an ar-
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ticle published in The New York Times, issue of September 22,
1918, under the ceptlon "Use the Slavie Legion®. In this arti-
cle we find the follouwing paragraphs: ‘

%30 Tar as can be leamed there is at this moment no
Slaviec legion .....

"poles and Czecho-Slovaks living in America and not
yet American eitizens can join and are joining the legions
maintained by these natiens under the French flag., It
mey be said it 1is jmmaterizl under what flag they fight,
but one thing is material o many vojunieers: the compen=
sation paid to the American private is twenty times &s
great as that paid te the French private, and families
of men serving in the American army are more certain to
be looked after in thie couniry than those whose bread-
winners have joined other national wrmiee and are there-
fore not on the liste which guide relief organizations in
their care for the welfare of those at home. s.0000 It 1B
hardly an exaggeration to B&y that many thousands of men
who could and would serve in our army cannot subjeet their
families to the hardships entalled by going inte the French
Legions,”

Thie is the opinion éxpressed by & paper which was
steadily supporiing the Leglons resruited in this country by
Mr, Paderewski. And that the families of those who went to
vrance because urged by Mr. Paderewski are net being cared for
at all is best proven by ir, Paderewski's own speech delivered
at the Convention of the POlich Immigrants at Detreit dn August
1918, In this speech Mr, Paderewski paid as follows:

"Those who are falling and dying for Poland'e freedom
demperye not only honor and gratitude. HoOnor and gratitude
are but mere words which cost nothing, our knights are
entitled to our solicitude, our cordial and permanent
caure, our assistence and our gratitude right wlong.

“The Polish wational Committee bethought iteelf of
thie and entrusted the care for our peldiers in France to
most competent man for that kind of work; to a man nearest
to these soldiers, to Dr. Fronxzek. (Applause) To the
same Dr. Fronczek, who from the very firet day of the war
was at the front and was possibly the fi ret man wounded.

#"he same ides cecurred te us here and we too ap= .
peeled right away Lo the American Red Cross asking for/-
help and assistance, The Américun Red Cross, this most 55 .
noole philanthropic orgsenization in the world, is assigi==
ing &1l the nations and all similar institutions bu s & 5f
does nol esteblish iteelf any sepsrste naticnal de ari=-_ =/
ments confining ilself only to BEEiEting those who Were Y

slreaay in existemce.
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"As every natlionel army haes its own sanitary department,
called the Red Crose, we arrived thercfore to the cenclu-
sion that the Polish Army too needed such & supplement
and such a unit, We requested the Americun Red Crusc,
which iz in this respect the smpreme authorit te give
ue the permiseion to crgunizé our own Poiieh Red Crose
for obvious and very pluin reasons. The Ameéricen Red Crese
was uncble Lo glve up this permission.

*In peverul ingtences and owing to individuwls te
vhom I hereby beg Lo exprese my most heariufelt gratitude,
there were sent various articles to our seidicre in boeth
campe, But there is no guestion in thie connection of any
individual subeidies and giftes, there ies ne guestion of
any sporadic sssistance no matter how munificient. The
guestion is of & steady, full and crganized apsistunce
guch as our wounded are entitled te from us, Qur boye have
already been fighting, are fighiing now, &and there ig re-
poried some 500 of them wounded and sick.

"fhat could we have done? Should we have left them
at the mra; of t.%e French Red gg-oaa? %éu GrEGni2atio
vo austeéd by now, wnee 18 expending o thiee
rran_ca er diem for the muintenance of her wounde g per head.
A proc This contention consists of the fact thut the
Amriem Red Crose hag aslready at one time granted o Fruence
& subeidy to & small amount of §32,000,000., We cannot
thercfore count upon *rance in thie reapaot af even Lhe
suldlers Lthemsclves are c% 0 _n_q aE We huve pruoh in
ScK © &

our hunde, ©f Lhe GEELELGNCE .

"What werc we to do? Postpone thus indefinitely the
entire ilesue of assistence:’ Should we have left cur Po-
lish soldiere without Pelish nurses, without Polish sur-

eons, without eny hélp, Without any essistunce? Such
naifference, such & negligence would be & downright
acmdal and & crime on the part of the imsigrants,

*There has therefore becn orgunized the Polish Thite
Croes., One moment plesce! (A group of White Cross Nursesof
uniform secends the platform waidst enthuslastic grectings
and unending applauss of the sudience,)

' 'mn if the work 1n behel £ of this urgmizat&on is
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our solicitude, our gordial and permanent care, our assistance
gnd our gratitude right along®, if we may be permitied to quote
¥r, Paderewseki'® own worde? According to the sialement, sub-
mitted te¢ the Detroit Convention the entire assets of the White
Cross amount to but the sgum of $10,000 -~ in pluain words, ten
thousand dellars,

¥hile the noble~hearted Young Women's Christian As=-

sociation expressed through Mres., Turczynowicz its willingness
to come t¢ lhe wesistance of those Polish seldiers, whose wel-
fare ¥r, Paderewskl treated so negligently, the very same peo-
ple who founded the White Cross cautioned in their circular let=-
tere of the nurses of anotheér “"religious denomination®™ than the
soldieres and called the woerk dene by Mrs., Turczynowicz a “poli-
son served in a golden cup".

I am addreseing mysslf te you, Captuin, as to & sol=-
dier and sn American, with the guestion whether or not the simple
feeling of humanity and the principle of saying the truth -=- a
principle resting upen all of us -- should net compel us teo take
into sericus congideration the gquerry whether it was permissible
for us to urge ilmmigrants, who are working hard and are in many
cages burdened with large families, to enter zn army that is
being directly ®o indolently by artists playing statesmen, while
gimul teneously other Slavic peoples are veing permitted to avail
themselves of the privilege of entering the Americuen army, of
benefitting by & large compensation, by the American Red Cross,
by the Young len's and the Young Women's Christian Asscciations,
by the Salvation Army and by the war insurance of the American
soldiers, -~ that unigue institution in the world? X

Y 188N

I beg to state to you quite plainly that I would st

a relation of that kind to my fellow countrymen.

/s
&

any time rather be imprisoned for many years than atand'{ﬁg:?fff,
b <8/

Because of cur criticism of the actione of irrespon-’
gible and ambitious individuals, and because of our championing
the demecratic principles and defending Polish immigrante
against reaciionary statesmen, we were pragented Lo the Amer-
ican Government as Pro-Germans, as ¢bstructienists, and almost
as incendiaries and murderers. We patiently stood this injus-
tice being aware of ithe fact that the American GOvernment, con=-
fronted with gigantie problems, was unsble Lo lock into all the
detaile. Confusion of ideas and chaos in the minds of the Poles
is growing from day to day, partiecularly after the abortive
Convention at Detroit. ¥We are being peinted at as originators
of this condition, At this time it will have an effeet upon us.

The Poles are unable 1o understand why the Czechs, who
have an army of their own, why thée Russians, who also have
their own armies, vwhy the Yugo=-8lavs should have the right to
enter the rankes of the American Army, benefit by all the pre-
rogatives ghven to Americun soldiers and be sure that in case
of their death their families will be cared for, while we Poles
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who are under a special obligation of gratitude to America and
L6 her President for the great act of Jenuary 22, 1917, should
be deprived of the right to enter the ranks of the American army
and be compelled to enter the ranks of the Polish Legione in
France improvised by an emotional artist.

The present war is compelling all the warring parties
10 4 constant criticism of their measures, OWing to this crite
icism and owing to constant laprovements, victory is already as-
sured, Many of the measures tiken in former times and many
of the opinions entertainead previcusly have had to be revised,
Could not in the saae way the question of the exclusion ¢f the
Poles from the Slav Legion be revised?

Question 2, At the last convention of the K.0.N, held at Phila-
elphla in May, 1918, a resclution wag adopted recopgnizing

the Polish Regency Couneil eéstablished by Germany as the
"supreme national authority®, I& this still the position
ef the K,0.N,? If not, when and by what method wag this
resolution rescinded? If this resolution remains unre-
seinded, does it represent the attitude of the K.0.N.9 1If
not, are you willing to tuke all gteps in your power to
have it rescinded? If vou are not willing to have it rese
cinded, does it represent Jour present attitulle towards
the Regency Council? If 80, are you in favor of the United
States formally recognizing the Regency Council?

Answer: Enclosed I beg to submit the original text of
the resolulion as passed by the Cenvention of the Polish Nation- -
al Defenge Committee in Philadelphia, Pa., on May S, 3918, In_ -
this resolution you will find the following passage: C2%.%

of the Xingdom of Poland, the sole present authority, for\”
its dignified protest and its struggle in counteracting
German aggreseion against the political independence of Po-
land, or attempts to form 80=called Polish Governments
abroad, without the authorization of the Polish nation,"

"We express the highest respect for the Regeno?ﬁiﬁf%

Ag citizens or temporary residents of America we could
but exprees our respects for the Regency., On my last visit to
you, Captain, I submitted & translation of the manifesto issued
by the Council of Régency on the occasion of the Peace Treaty
of Brzesc Litewski, 1In the 8ald manifesto the Council of Regency
branded in sharp words the perfidy on the part of the two Imperors,
and stated 2u1te Plainly that these two Emperors have cheated the
Polish nation, It is hard to go any further than dig the Couneil
of Regency, It is impossible to & emand from Archbishops and
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aristocrats that they should bring sbout & revelution or throw
bombs., '

We styled the Council of Regency an "authority*, Any
one who is familiar with the principles of the politicsl law must
agree to grant this character to an executive, in the name of
which there are being issued in Poland sentences passed by the
courts of justice through Judges appinted by that Council of
Regeney, which also establishes schools, appointe teachers, con-
véenes the Council ¢f State, &c. All classes of the Polish na-
tion in Poland have recognized this Council of Regency as the
supreme nationsl asuthority, with the exception ¢f the Radicals
who constitute an opposition te the Council of Regency.

The Poligh Natlonul Defepee Comnmittee is fully in ac=
cord with the principles professed by the parties opposing the
Council of Regency. But neither the opposition on the part of
the socialists and radicals against the Council of Regeney nor
the sdding of the Polish National npefense Committee with this
opposition can alter the fact of the existence of this Council
of Regency as an suthority, limited, Lo be sure, ¥ the German
authorities of occupamtion, bui nevertheless of zn authority
which is carrying on a struggle against the Germans by means of
eéxpedients which are commensurate with the social and financial
gituation of the Regente themselves,

We have added purposely the qualifications "sole,

present®, to the term "“authority®, We are confident that the im-
mensely difficult evolutien of the Polish state, under direculy
terrible conditions will not 8top &t the present form of govern-
ment, and that the end of the war will see in the Pluce of the
conservative Regents of a ¥Kingdom of Poland, the venerable

figure of a President of the Republic of Poland, If however
thies Council of Regency had not been wrung from the Germans,
there would have been in Warsaw a German governor-general,

Just aes there was a Russian governor-gencral prior to the war,
and German schools would have replaced the Russian schools of
VWarsaw., Vhat Pole, what liberty-loving individual could fail

to agree that Polish courts of justice, Polish schools and &
Polish Government, though limited,constitute a progrese and a
step forward towards completed frecdom and independence? Be-
sides Mr, Paderewski,and Mr, Dmoweki as well, expressed at

the Conveéntion at Detroit their greutlest respect for the Coune
¢il of Regency. They only reserved for themselves and for their
political friemds the exclusive right of conducting Poland's -
foreign pelicies, Por this, however, they lack the authorie gy
zation of Poland. SUch &n sulhoTrizZaiion could ensue only unpy 4, “/p’
der certain conditions, Even a POlish goverrment might be odé, 4y
ganized outeide of Polish territory, We established this pri
ciple quite plainly in our resolution, This @ithorization,
however, must be properly cuthenticated and verified. Mere
verbal assertions, particularly assertions made by ¥r, Dmowski,
require a corroboration before the Comnittee of Paris could be
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recognized as a Ministry of War and of State,

As far however ae the recognition of the Council of
Regency of Poland by the United States Government is cuncerned, I
beg to express the following opinion;

L.am decidedly opposed. te. the.rseognition of the Couns
v L1l of Regency 8s.a.Government.of Poiand on the Lerritory,. now
' | recognized by the Germans as the Polish State,. that is within

| | thé boundaries of former Ruseian Poland and not complete at
that, Such & recognition would be pol] adpless and

o

R
R

:: even prejudicial, sinee it would hardly cause any embarrassment
. | to the Germans and would on the other hand make the impression

. ¢ ©on the Poles that the United States intended to accord Lo Po=

i land the same boundaries as were granted Poland by the Germans.
On the other hand, however, the re

end by the Allies of the Counci

sted in (He"timés of the Commonwealih of Polan oz

partitions @dd including «l8e both Silesias and Prussil

B, WOUld Huve imm 8¢ reésults, Il that case, the Couneil
ey, notwttwetunaing . drtunistie und cautious dis-

position on the parts of ite members, could not possibly re-

Ject an authority offered in such a way. In case the Council

of Regency actuslly rejected such a proposition, the Poles

would not tolerate them for even one day in the royal palace

! & at Warsaw, The Council of Regency would then be compelled to

{ | accept the proposition and to enter thue into a life and death

i § conflict with the germans, Great enthusiasm would epread all

, | over Poland, But in order that this enthusiasm might become &

| |constructive factor ih the dynumies o the war, Poland needs to

© ibe prepared for such & step and the supply of arms and wanuni-
. ption must be aeeu? . oﬁar; however, to prepure Polond 1or
% Bsuch an actien, eére should be est ghed & direct contact
Y \With Poland by meuns of un sppropriate American Commission and
\$n Allled Comniesion &s Weil.

S
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Question 3, Are you and our assocciates willing to actively
urge recruiting in the Polish Army though the medium of
the press, public speskers and public mectings?

%s

NI
Answer: We could not gouibly support the Poligh N
Arny in it¥ present form, with its present egel and politiesl \

character and with its present management in America, carried
on negligenily and indolently by amateurs who never served in
- any amy at «ll, We did all that was consistent with our ob-
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ligation of obedience to the United States Government and we dis-
continued to oppose sald Polish amy privately and publicly as
well, At the present time I am reviving this question at your
owvn request, and am expressing my personal opinion and attitude
on this matter, I am however in the position to declare cate-
goricully that the Polish National Defense Committee will not
enly not oppose buL on the contrary will support to the very
limit of ite possibilities the recruiting for Polish troops and
the dispatching of these troeps to the Western and the Bastern
fronts as well, as soon a8 there shall be eliminated certain
improprieties which caused the result that after & propaganda of
& year's duration Mr, Paderewsgki was able to recruit for his
army dbut 20,000 men, as has been stated by Mr, Dmowski at the
Convention in Detrolt,

estion 4: Do you sBtill contend that the presence of the Po-
igh Army on the Western Front isg inimical to the best inter-
ests of Poland?

Question 5: Do you contend that the majority of Peoles in Po-
land are opposed to the presence of the Polisgh Ammy on the
Western Fron. as one¢ of the Allies? If so, give us the facis
on which you base this opinion,

Angwer: The larger the number of scoldiers on the side
of America and of the Alliee the speedier and more final will be
the victory of democracy over autocratic rule, For this very
reason we at no time claimed and we do not claim now that the
prescnce of Polish soldiers on the Western Front was prejudicial
to Polund's igterests. All we claim 1s that the very source
from which the idea of forming & Polish armmy originated and the
present munagement of Lhat army, or better , say the individuals
who are trying to use this army for their own political or rather
party ends, were facts which were influencing badly the enthus-
iam for the ammy in question and were causing a complete lack
of support of that amy on the part of the democratic elements
among the Poles, POlish democracy wae at all times and still
is deadly hostile to Prussianism, But this Polish democracy
cannot on the other hand subecribe to the imposing upon the good
feith of America and of the Allies, imposing resulting from
making Ameriva and the Allies believe that the entire Polish
nation was standing back of the present leaders and promoters
of this amy., On the contrary: the Polish Legions in Prance
would at once meet with the support of the entire Peolist nation,
the very moment that the control over this army by men, still
devoted L0 the Czar, was eliminated., It will be sufficient
to gquote in this connection the proclamation as issued by the
Polisgh Demoeratie Union in ¥rance to be able to appreciate . Vew .
this statement's veracity. We read in this proclamation ag




fellows;

“Recognizing the fact that on the weakening of Germ-
many depends not only the fate of Peland but also that of
france, s8¢0 dear to us, all of us here almost without
eéxceplion, would stand by the armed Polish force now
forming, if

1. 7Thie Polisgh force were not originaived by the
Russian Ochrana (Ignatieff II) by Messrs. Mokiejewski,
former official of the Russian umbassy, Gasiorowski and
Piltz, who is generelly despisecd;

Z., If the Covermment of Prace was not mislead by
promises of getting at least 100,000 Poles from America
and was not to this very day assured that those who have
arrived thus far formed dbut & small venguard of the
great army which is preparing to depart (Gasiorowski's
atutenment in the “¥xoelsior®), and if

3, 1I% were not announced that not the term "the
Polieh national ammy", which only the Polish Government
has (he right to ereate, but the name of elthsr "Polish
Legion® or "Polish Corps® wae to be used inetead.

In view of thie, the ¢verwhelning majority of the
Polish colony in France was compelled to withdraw from
participating in ithat undertaking based on liss and
therefore doomed 16 bankruptey which might hurt the goed
name ¢f the POles,."

The above decluration was mede by the Union of the
Pelieh Demoerstg in France, Thie body has,just as is the
case in America, the backing of the best intelléects of Poland,
The Polish democratls in France constitute the flower of the
Polieh nation. Among the founders and ieaders of this Union
belong individuals 1iks the following: Mrs. Curie-Sklodowska
the world famous discoverer ¢f the radium and the first woman
to reach in rrence the highest scientifie honers, Dr., Motz,
one of the best known Purig physiciane, Dr, H. Clerszynski,
& veterun of the Revolutien of 1865 end & man known andé res-
pected throughout Burope, the weli-known French engineer Mr,
Lipkowski, All these pecple are ¥rench citizens and are, ac-
cording to Mr, Dmowski's statement (S¢e¢ Douowski's memorial in
the "Wici", lesue No, 63, 191i7) those "franctireurs so-called
by some representatives of the French Covermment, and have th
greatest influence here, nuve access everywhere und PusBess &
geod cpinion®, These words, uttered by iir, Dmoweki, beape/ak
the bittemess of & men who jointly with nis friend Paltz /o,
gained by their cetivities nothing but "bad opinion® &1l / Nor g,
over Poland, / «4’,9,-."’?1/;'/
{ e, “/ffl/g ¢
I beg to call your attention, Captain, to the \ﬁaﬁw /
that the Union of the Pelish nemoerais in France nas not met i~J
with any persecution on the part of the ¥rench Covernment be-
cause of their so proncunced attitude taken apgainst that army
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that was formed in their own adopted country, The Intelligence
Départment may easily obtain from the French GOvermment all the
necesdsary information cenceming said Union and the respectiive at-
titudes tuken on themstierat issue by WMme, Curie-Sklodowska and
Messrs, lotz, Lipkowskl snd others, and their standing in the
cyes of the public opinion in ¥rance and of the French Government.

The same attitude was taken by the Convention of the Po-
lish Demccrats in Petrograd and Moscov., The sane attitude was
aleo taken by the entire democracy of Polund. This attitude may
be defined by the feollowing formula:

The sovereign righte of a nation belong everywhere to
the nation as & whole and not to & portion of that nation, re-
gardlese of the fact as to what the character of any portion of
that nation might be, The nation delegates its sovereign rights
and prerogatives to representatives of its executive authority,
delegates clected by the nation iteelf, To¢ the foremost pree
rogatives of & nation belong the army and the use of that army.

The Polish army in ¥rance which wae nothing but a po=
litical part of ithe Russian imbassy in France, has no right to
the appellation of & POlish army nor any right to a Polish flag,
both attributes belenging exclusively © the nation, All Poles
are¢ however in faver of increasing the force of the Anti-German
coalition in order to sccure an absolute victory over Germany and
Austria, i

FOR THIS REASON THE POLES ARE PREPARED 70 SUPPORT THE
FORMATION OF VOLUNTEER DETACHMENTS OF POLES UNDER THE FLAG OF
EITHER AMERICA OR FRANCE, OR GREAT BRITAIN OR ITALY, AND UNDER
THE SAME CONDITIONS AS THE FOREIGN LEGION OF FRANCE. THUS THE
PRINCIPLE OF THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE NATION WOULD NOT BE INVRING-
ED UPON AND THE POLES WOULD AT THE SAME TIME HAVE THE OPPORTUN-
ITY OF PARTICIPATING, WITHOUT VIOLATING THE SOVEREIGN RIGHT OF
THE POLISH NWATION, T0 THE PCRMATION OF AN ARKY OF ITS OWN, IN THE
STRUGGLE ACAINST PRUSSIAN MILITARY AUTOCRACY,

An exsmple to the Poles might be in this connection the
AUERICAN VOLUNTEERS, WHO PARTICIPATED SO NUMEROUSLY AND NOBLY IN
THE WAR ON THE SIDE OF THE ALLIES PRIOR T0 AMERICA ENTERING THE
WAR, THESE VOLUNTEERS DID NOT FORM ANY AMUIRICAN ARMY UNDER THE
STAR SPANGLED BANNER, BUT THEY DID NOT HESITATE TO SERVE UNDER
THE FLAGS OF FRANCE OR OF CANADA. THESE VOLUKTEERS SHOWED THE
GREATEST POSSIBLE RESPECT FOR THE SOVEREIGN RIGHTS OF THEIR NA-
TION, /AND AT THE SAME TIME THEY FOUGHT IN THE IEFENSE OF CIVILI-
ZATION, WHY SHOULD THE POLES HAVE AN INFERIOR CONCEPTION THAN
THE AMERICANS OF THE RIGHTS OF THEIR NATION?

S— / iy
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Question 6: Are you and your asscoclates willing to actively
urge the passage of & resolution by the proper authorities
of the X.0.H., declaring your support of the Polish Watlional
Committee in Paris, which has been officially recognized by
the Allies and our State Départment? De you dispute the
authority of the Peligh Hetional Committee to speak for the
Polish Nation? :

Angwer: I dispute the suthoriiy of the Polish Na-
tienal Commitiee in Paris, for the following reasons:

1, The Commitiee in Parie originated as & continuation
of the National Committee of Petrograd, which congigted of a
group of men, belonging for the most part te the reactionary, na-
tional democratic party, THESE MEN WERE NOT ASPIRING AT ALL TO
AN INDEPENDENT POLAND, as is best proven hy their telegram ad- ;
dressed to Grand Duke Nicholas Nicholajovitsch, on August 15, 1914,
in vhich telegram these men demanded that POland be united under
the "SCEPTRE OF HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY, NICHOLAS II", AND IN WHICH
THEY REQUESTED THAT "THEIR LOYAL SENTIMENTS AS SUBJECTE BE 3UB-
MITTED AT THE STEPS OF THE THRONE OF HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY AND
SOVEREIGN LORD", From among the members of the present Commit-
tee of Paris, this telegram so DEVOID OF ANY HUMAN AND NATIONAL
DIGNITY, was signed by ROMAN DMOWSKI, KOZICKI AWD MAURICE ZAMOY-
SKI1, Thus these gentlemen destroyed the tradition of Polund's
struggles for independence and ELIMINATED THEMBFILVES ENTIRELY FROM
ALL AND ANY PATRIOTIC LIFE.

2. These gentlemen at that time DID NOT DEMAND ANY FOR-

MATION OF A POLISH ARMY, They limited themselves t¢ the attempt
of forming &« Pelish Légion on the side of Russia, They met with
HATRED AND CONTEMPT ON THE PART OF THE BNTIRE POLISH PEOPLE, who
saw in their pro-czarisi policy an ABDICATION ON THE PAKT OF THE
POLISH WATION FROM THE LATTER'S RIGHT TO INDEPENDENCE., The name
of Mr, Roman Dmowski Decame the objeel of hatred among the true
democrats of Poland.

S, WNr, Dmowski'es debut on the arena of international
‘politice took place in London, where at an official dinner in
the Russian Embasey, the Czar's Ambasgsador, Benckendorff, intro=,
duced Mr, Imowski 10 the British statesman ae a Russian states~ Ji >

/

> sy
man, Hénece the British press wrote abeout Mr, Dmowgki's lecture) ;!’r(/?:{ /

at Cambridge ae of lectures delivered by a "Russian®, w Ve

N /

3, The Wational Committec of Parie ¢ as erganiaad.nafﬁ*‘
ly as stated by Mr, Dmowskl himeelf in his memorial addressed to
the Inter-Party Club (See¢ "Wici®, 1917, page 1084, of the collec~
tion of the issues of that publication for the year in question),
"In ordexr to nullify the harmful work of certain Poles, who have
the greatest influence in France®, THOSE CRIMINVALS FOR THE RUN-
NING DOWN OF WHOM IT WAS NECESSARY TO FORM A "MINISTRY OF WAR AND
OF STATE", WERE: Mrs. Curie-Sklodowska, Messrse, Motz, Glerszynski
and Lipkowski, ‘These people were dangerous for the reactionaries
of Dmowski'e type as some of these dangerous peeple were for a
long time in intimate relations with the leader of the French de-
mocracy and now prime-minister of ¥rance, Mr. Ggorge Clemenceau. 337
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5. This Committee has no right to represent the Polish
nation as the Polish nation did not appoint sadd Committee, but en
the contrary almost everywhere denied to the latter confidence and
respect, The very faet that one of the members of this Committee,
Mr. Erasm Piltz, ie & man who was blackballed as & candidate for
mepbership in the Association of P9lish Journalists in Warsaw,
is sufficient proof that the Polish natien cannot possibly give
its sanction te @ Committee, smong the members of which is & man
whose nume was mentioned by Burcew in the list of the members of
the C z arist Ochrang, I beg to enclose a memorial of the same
man, Piltz, addressed to the Russian Ochrens and en ipsue of the
"Wici" with passages translated inte English, from which mater-
ial you may see as to the political cpinions enterisined by this
alleged co~incumbent of the portfolio of & Polish Minister of
War and eof gState,

6., Although Mr, Dmowski claims thet he has the backing
ef the entire POlisgh nation, this claim is sbeelutely unsupporte
ed by any act or document, Laet yeer he lost the remoinder of his
adherents by the secession of the gentry of Lithuania under the
leadership of Meysztewiez snd of the Polish gentry of Ruthenia
under the leadership of Pulaski, & descendant of the Americun Re-
volutionary Generul of that name. Fe has nct » ot the backing
of any one but the remainder of the politically bankrupt natione
al democratic party. The very conception of the ministry of war
end of state that is not recognized by the nation nor appeinted
by the national executive authori Lty and having among its members _
the most esteemed Mr. Fronczak of Buffalo, a Major in the Amer- )
ican army, constitutes the acme of ignerance in matters of legal
and politiecal nature, The ministry of war and stute and there=
fore a portien of the executive authority of the state which L
holds in ite hands the most importunt prerogatives of national 7]
soverelghty, has thercfore umong its members a citizon of a foger |~/
eign country! e

TUTE

Think for yourself, Captain, what the Americans w :
say in case some one tried to ridiecule America by cleiming tHat -
& Pole, Nir, Puderewski, was s member of the American cabinet!
How could anybody treat so contemptuously the ceonceptiocns of the
Anéricens as to the sovereign rights of Americs and as o0 the
National representation, Why should we therefore be compelled to
trcat the political rights of Polend in & burlesque-like way?

7. The Cubane and even the Philippinod had their own
Yuntas and ministries of war and state ouiside df the territory
of their respective countriee. BUT THEY WERE BACKED BY [HE CON-
SENT OF THEIR RESPECTIVE NATIONS, In Poland, however, ‘there
is ne sanctiom of thig Nationsal COnmittee of Paris; on the cone
trary there is = distinct HOSTILITY AGAINST THE LATTXR,

8. Tor the sbove reasons the Polish National pefense

) Committee rejected two seats in the Paris Committee that were
~offered Lo the Polish Wational Dé®npge Committeée by the repregen=
tative of the Franco-Polish Military Mission in America, Mr., Gas-
iorowski. For this reasson tco lr, Sosnowski, who while not & mem-

35 |
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ber of the Polish National Defenee Committee, is however cooperat-
ing with us in many matters,rejected a seat in this Committee
when offered one by Mr. Paderewski. Fighting against Prussian
autocracy we could not possibly at the same time support the
self-appointed Polish autocracy. It was for this very same
reason that the Allies did not recognize the authority of Gener-
al Horvath in Siberia, although this General accomplished from
the military point of view more for the cause of the Allies than
could ever possibly be accomplished by an entire army composed of
bothing but Dmowskis and Paderewskis. The Allies were perfect-
ly justified in avolding the possibility of an objection on the
part of the Russians that they were supporiing a government that
originated in an undemocratic way. WVhy therefore should an
excepltion be made for Poland, and why should the latter be com-
pelled to recornize self-appointed rulers of the Dmowski type?

9. The American G9vernment recognized the Cmecho-
Slovak Committee and by doing se acted justly and wisely. THIS
COMMITTEE WAS ALL THE TIME IN COMMUNICATION WITH THE CZECHS IN
BOHEMIA, The Czechs in Bohemia and abroad acted in accord with
oneé and the same idea and a UNIFORM PLAN. This is proven by
facts, At a signal given from a central authority manifestations
began in Bohemia against the Austrian authorities, the bishops in
Bohemia recognized the independence of BoOhemia, Czech troopse in
Russia attacked the Bolsheviki while at the same time ur. Masaryk
appeared in America and secured the recognition om the part of
America and of the Allies for the Czecho-Slovaks.

What did Mr. Dmewski do? BY his party pelities by his
relations with the Russian reactionary party he destroycd the pos-
8ibility of forming in Russia an immense Polish Legion of 700,000
men, produced a spllt among the Polish immigrants in America, by
throwing at the democratic elements among these immigrants the
hideous suspicion of pro-germanism, and subjected the Poles in
Americate the absolute domination of the Catholie clergy through
the Convention at Detroit, thus switching the centre of grav-
ity of the Polish cause beyond the territory of America through
the resolution of said convention which recognized the Wational
Committee of Paris, Now he endeavors by all poseible means to
bring about a complete break between Poland and the Allies by pre-
senting constantly all POles as pro-Germans, What is really
the object of this poliey go ill-boding to the Allies and to Amer-
ica as well? ~

|I] ..J
m==000=== _ Wﬂﬁw§’
' NeWyork |
Question 7. Is it not a fact that the majority of Poles in
Polamd are in accord with the pelicies of the POlish Nation-
al Committee? If your answer is "No" to the foregoing ques-

i tion, state the facis on which you base your conclusions
//’ﬂ§&fi to the contrary, '
W=
\\_“,}" "‘{i, %
3?39§i$5= Answer: The Polish National Défense Committee endeavor-

,aéh repeatedly to bring sbout an understanding. A proof thereof

3
L
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consists of various documente which are attached to the present,
tp wit:

A, Terms of an agreement sugrested by the Polish National
Defense Committee and rejected by Mr, Padercwski on October i2,
1917, Detailed information on this subjeet may be obtained from
the then representative of the National Committee and eof Dr.

F. I. Drobinski, residing at 697 Fourth Avenue, Brooklym, N,Y.,
(telephone South 2115), who recognized the correctness of the con-
ditions as set forth by us, but Messre, Paderewski and Smulski
prevented any understanding te be reached.

B, The letter of the Polish National Défense Committee
addressed Lo the represcntative of the Union of Russian Citizens
and the letter addressed by this representative to Captain Uter-
hart.

C. The letter of the Polish National Defense Committee ad-
dressged to Mr, Dmoweki.

lVessrs, Paderewski and Dmowski are avoiding by every
means any meeting with the leaders of the Polish National Defense
Committee and are preventing any understanding at 1, spreading
at the same time the information that it was the Polish National
Defense Conmittee that prevented any coming to & mutual understiande
ing. Isn't this some food for thought?

I am reiterating for this reagon our opinion as ex-
pressed before, that the American GOvernment should ask both par-
ties to meet in a common conference. NOt that we want the Ameri-
can Government Lo act the part of some sort of a peace-maker be-
tween quarreling Peoles -- by no means, We are demanding this as &
war neceseity, because only by & simultaneous hearing on the mate
ter as to what each of the parties is able to contribute to the
common cause, of what commectiions it was digposing in Poland and
in what way the thirty millions of Poles could be brought in as
one of the factors in the dynamics of the war, could be drafted
the plan for the future tactical end strategical action on the
Eastern front and could be prepared a concentric attack against
the Germans,

We are not demanding anything beyond what the Americans
and the Alliee have done with regard to Czajkowski's regime in
Archangelsk and with regerd to the coup d'etat as attempted by
Tchaplin, We demand only what we are authorized to demand by
President Wilson himgelf in hie last address, when we ask "to
clear the worid for common understanding®, and we are "the plain _-
workaday people, which ie still demanding® of the leaders of the
Paris Comnittee @s to what their authoriiy was, what their ob= 7 - |
Jjects were and why they avoided any discussion with us just \
as the owl is fleeing sunlight, and they they refuse 1o have any \
direct contact with Poland, and to subpequently use this contaet
for the interest of Americe and of the Allies and in behalf of

the victory of Demoecracy. -

389
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But Mr, Paderewski's pParty did not agree with our point
of view. They considered our Program dangerous to the interests
of their group. Mr. John Smuleki, of Chicago, in his speech at
the Détroit Convention, condemned our sndeavors in the followe
ing words:

"The foremost men of this group schemed ameng theme
selves a conspiracy against our éntire patriotiec work in
order to secure, through trickery and calumnistory presen-
taution and with the help of Americane, whom they succeeded
in misleading, a condemnation of our line of activity on
the part of the President of the United States and the ege
Lablishing in connection with the Department of State of a
Polish bureau, composed mestly of the leaders of the organi-
zation that is hostile to us., The entire propesition was
Very cleverly schemed but oné of the prominent Americans,
wvhom they wanted to gain for their purpcses, hesitated in the
laet moment, obtained Bome more detailed information about
these peoples and having secured it, refused to suppert them,
One of the more prominent Senators expressed himself with
reégard to the continued calumnies made by these men against
their own renow-ceuntrymen, that: 'he had never éncountered
in his life before & eimilar rottenness, ! ®

(Dziennik zwiazkewy-Zgoda, Thursday, August 29,1918)

Question 8: State the program of the X.0,N, at present and your
reasons for believing this program ie more bencficial in the
interest of the Allied cause than the Program of the other
Polieh organizations to which you are opposed,

Answer: Through our first memorial to the President,
written and sent on Jul 4th, 1915, at our convention in Buffale
We were the first to pu € po question upon the ordger of
the day in the then neutral countries, and we were first to call
attention to the enermoue and decisgive part, that the United
States were to Play in the bresent war, We became the post of
Poland's interests in America and we pointed to the strict connegs

tion of interests of boeth nations, /Sy
[ oot
Heére are some excerpts from that memorial ; ' o CHIY,
-.\‘_-M".J.'l-' }f'o;f

"We all, as Ameriecan citizens, gathereq from all
states of the Union, most solemnly deelare our readiness to
sacrifice our lives in case an amed force attacks America,
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OF THE NATION., At the same time we hereby testify to our ap-
preciation and approval of the words in which you, Mr, Presi-
dent, have described the character and the guiding princi-
plées of the United States..... Tofather with you we agree that
the oath of allegiance of an American citizen is an oath of
ALLEGIANCE TO A GREAT IDEAL, TO A BODY OF PRINCIPLES, T0 A
GREAT HOPE OF THE HUMAN RACE, The American people always did
do now and always will strive Lo secure ta other nations
those benefactions of peace which they themselves enjoy so
much, They will not shut themselvee in egoistical seclusion™,

Remember that we were writing thie at & time, when no-
body in America was yet foreseeing the entrance of America into
the war. President Wilson was the only man who understood the
weight of coming events and was preéeparing American minds to play
that great non~egoistic part, which America plays presently
with such dignity on the frent in France.

Further we wrote:

"Conseguently in the first place we should perse-
vere that THOSE PRINCIPLES 10 WHICH AMERICA OWES ITS HAPPI~-
NESS AND ITS PEACE SHOULD BE THE GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF EURO-
PEAN LIFE AS WELL THAT THE GUARANTEE OF A PERMANENT PEACE
THE FREEDOM AND THE INDEPENDENCE OF ALL THE NATIONS, THAT
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLES, FOR THE PEOPLES AND BY THE
PEOPLES SHOULD BE INVIOLABLY SECURED IN THEPEACE TREATIES.
Weither Russia, Prussia nor Austria will advocate the rights
of Poland at the peace congress, ONly the great American Re-
public, vhich itself was born from the struggle with despot~
iem and force, can raise this important guestion.”

Mark that we were writing this at the them when the
camp of Mr, Padereweki with its irresponsible artist at its head
was in ecstacy on account of the *DIVINE FEELING OF PITY OF RUS~
SIANS TOWARS POLES"; when Mr, Puderewskl was inviting the great-
est enemy of Poland, the true servant of THE TSAR, IZWOLSKI,

70 BE CHAIRMAW OF Paum{ COMMITTEE IN PARIS; when the publie-
cations of that camp were reeking with EULOGIESTOR THE TSAR

AND NICHOLAS WICOLAYEWITCH; when everybody in the world was lookiag
upon her government as inefficient and egoistic, We were first to
understand that the contrary is the truth., We foresaw the defeat
of Russia, the decline of monarchism through the world, AND THE
WORLD=-LEADERSHIP OF AMERICA,. ; :

>
oo,

Qur position has been defined by a certain French par«/,
tisan of Russia of the tsar, Mr, Henry Grappin, as “DELIRIOUS 7"
AMERICANISH™ (Americenieme delirant) in his pamphlet against.”, 7%
K.O0.N. published in the tsarophile Revue of Paris, edited by & % /
Warsaw Jew Finckelhaus, known in Paris as Jean Finot. (15 Decem-\\-“'
ber, 1917, volume (XX, pages 514-537). This gentleman attridbutes
gquite & satanic power to the Polish Committee of National De~
fense, BUT HE CONCEDES AT THE SAME TIME THAT THE LEADERS OF
K.0.N, UNDERSTAND THE PSYCHOLOGY OF AMERICAN PECPLE; IT IS HIS PO-

7
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LITE WAY T0 EXPRESS HIS DISPLEASURE WITH AMERICAN IDEALS.

We gtate here once more, that we drew the plan of policy

of ¥.0.N, for the coming years of the war already in the middle of
18156,

We cannot hew our way to Poland, We cannot fight for
Poland in Poland., But on the other side we not only can, but it
ig as well our DUTY TO FIGHT IN THE RANKS OF THE WATION OF WHICH
WE ARE A COMPONENT PART, AWD WHICH IS FIGHTING FOR THE SAME ORGAN-
IZATION OF THE WORLD, AS WE DO, AND WHICH GIVES TO POLAND AN IN=-
DEPENDENT AND DOMINANT PLACE IW IT.

WE MUST CONTRIBUTE WITH ALL OUR POWERS 10 THE INCREASE
OF AMERICA'S STRENGTH, 70 HER WORLD'S LKADERSHIP, TO HER MILITARY
VICTIRY UVER GERMANY AND OVER ALL THAT COULD REVER BE IN THE WAY OF
VICTORY OF THE IDEA OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS.

THIS WAR CANNOT BE ENDED WITH A COMPROMISE, XEVLIRY COM-
PROMISE NEEDS PAYING MEDIUWS, THIS MEDIUM WOULD BE POLAND, RUS-
SIA AND OTHER COUNTRIES SELECTED ALREADY FOR DISMEMBERMENT,

The adim of the Pollsh Cemuittee of National Defense is
clear. :

OUR MOTTO IS: THROUGH AMERICA FOR POLAND AND HUMANITY,
THIS MOTT0 HAS BEEN VOICED ON AMERICAN SOIIL BY THE FIRST POLISH
POLITICAL REFUGEE, PULASKI:

"WHEREVER PEOPLE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM, THEY FICHT FOR
POLAND. "

cemQQOmmm

Question 9: What has the K.0.¥, and its members been doing to
support the Allied war program?

Angwer: The Polish National péfense Committee had
still prioT Lo the present war the sume program as the Allies have
at present, to wit:; victory of Democracy and government of the
people by %he people and for the people, During all the time of
our activity we were educating the nasses of the Polish people
wlong these lines through publications, books and lectures., We
conducted & propaganda in behalf of an absolute surrendering of
#ll of our resources to America for the purpose of helping the
materizlization of the Wilson Doctrine of the world-leadership of
Mmerica, If anybody would undertake the trouble of verifying this

368




18

statement of ours, he would find that the very numes of these two
mottos, 1o wit: the *Wilson Doctrine” and "world-leadership of
America® Tirst saw daylight on the pages of "Wici¥, the official
publicution and mouthpiece of the Polish Natienal Defense Com~
mittee, We co-operated whole~heartedly in the state reglstra=-
tions for war purposés. We thave in our possession a letter of
thanks and appreciation of our services from the Mayor of Hew York
citg the late John Purroy uitehel, and frem cthers. THIS OUR
ACT *ITY'WAS DISCONTINUXED AS A RESULT OF DENUNCIATIONS MADE AGAINST
US BY MR. PADEREWSKI'S PARTY, AS ¥R, PADEREWSKI WAS AT ALL TINES
ANTAGONISTIC T0 THESE OUR MOTTOS MENTIONYED ABOVE.

With danger to our own personal interests, to our good
reputation and ¢ven toour personal liberty, we endeavored and will
continue to do s0, to convinee the Ameriexzn authorities of the
necepsily of:

1. Orgenizing a specisl department for matters Pollish
in connéction with the United Statees Government, a department
which would call upon experts from both perties, who would sup-
Ply to the said State Department informetion on Pelisgh matters
which ure not party or faction matters;

%, Dispatching of an American Mission, as we demsnded
in our memorial of August 8 1917, which we submitted te the De-
pariment of State, which Hisaim would have to establish rela-
tione with the Poles in Poland.

1L .."“‘-’”
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Question 10, Are you and your associstes willing to publish in
your officlal orguns and urge the publication in other pa=
pers in vhich your eorganization has influence, counter pro-
peganda to be furnished thaem by the Comnittee on Public In=-
formation, properlytranslated from the English into the Po-
lish langusage?

Angwer: The answer to this question ieof course in
the wffirmative, sinee the Polish Wational Degense Committee al-
Ways engeavered end will continue to do $o, to co=cperate along
these lines,

The Polish National Defense Cormmittee is reéady Lo co=-
operate wilh the United States Governmen: in the fellowing ine
stances, where we deem our help to offer poesibilities of being of
materiul advantage:

e e |
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(A)  Activities:
(1) Liverty Loan Campaign;
(2) Red Cross Drive;
(3) War savings Stampe;

(4) Organization te aid American soldiers of Polieh descent
"Over There® and their families in Ameries;

() 1In case of a Slavic Exposition in Siberia in whiech
the Polish Army will cooperate, we wish to help through propaganda
and eéncoursgement of recruiting te raise & maximum force Bo as to
recenstruct & formidable eastern fromt sgainet the Teutonie Power;

(6) To act ap interpreter in setiling disputes which arise
between Government officers @nd the Polish people in a1l phases of
present military situation, owing to lack of knovledge on either
gide of the other tongue,

(B) Educational Work:

- (1) ve wish teo coopérate with the Department of Interior to
teach the Poleg the English language;

(2) Spread propagande in order to increase publiec school
attendance;

(3) To establish social centers for the Polish pecple such as
librariee, publie parks, gymnasiume, cte,

(4) To give lectures on Ameriean history, American conetitue
tion, rights and duties of citizenship, evolution of demoeratic
ideas, "Wilson Doctrine®, moral und mentsl uplift of mankind, in
Polish, for adult immigrents,

The activities set forth under (A) and (B) to be carried
on effeciively must be fermulated &ccording to « responsible plan,

©mp I i /‘*’7/%“’ o
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éa POLAND'S TERRITORIAL CLAIMS / he /€

In preserting and defending our territorisl cleims we
mict bear in mind three main points, viz: (a) what we might cldm;
(b) whet we should elaim, and (c¢) whet we must claim.

(2) As to whet we might claim or the historical points
as 2 bssis, we must go beck to the first partition of Polend in
1772. Assuming the territory of the Polish Commonwezlth as it
exsisted before the first pertition &s a point of deperture we

would by preasing our clhim.to all of Poland's possessions come

B

in conflict with the principle oi nationality, the only juﬂt ex—w

e o e R

sistenca and the very one on which we bese our own claim to unity,
liberty end independence.
Polend, prior to the first paritiom, held territories

which, while politicelly purt end parcel of the Polish State, were

e

foreign to Pol: nd _geographically as well &s _ethnographically,
- —— g

NE R

ﬁcquired by conquest or covenant, they belonged to the body politie
of Polend until deteched with other perts im the times of the
pertitions. We heve in mind in this connection the ecstermost

ss well s the rorth-ecsterm possessions of Poland, for instance,

the provinces (palstinutes-im old Polish administrutive parlance)
of Vitebsk, rolotsk, Mscislv znd Mohylev.

The Polish eiement in these districts represemted by
ovmers of lerge estetes who were hign dignitearies of the State
or of the Church, and by the gentry wes too smzll when compared
with the bulk of the indigenous peasant populatiom to put am in=-
delible stamp of Polénism on these lunds. Hence, our claim to

them, while historically velid, could not be vindicated nowedays
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in view of the evolution of the idea and theory of nationalism. If,

at the time of Polend's first partition, only those territories head
been dctached from the body politiec of the Commomweulth, which the
letter for the above reasons could heve afforded to lose without
gserious damsge to its prestige as & state and its vitality &s & pol-

itical organism, sueh & surgical 0perat10n might, while polﬂful hava

— AT
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strengthened, so to say, the resl vtody of 1t’o].a&lnd. UhfortunLtoly, the
-partitionxng powera grabbed hesideé sdme essenfial parts of Poland,
snd thus initisted & procedure of mutilation which could not but
terminete eventuaslly in death of Polecmd's politieal organism,

As to Gdansk (Dantzig) West Prussia end the Polish littoral
on the Baltie, conditions are somehow different. There & reversed
situstion obtained, the bulk of the population was Polish by nation=-
ality, while the moneyed class of landholders, and in Gdansk the
merchants and shipowners, were of Germen nationality. The tPaditions
of the Hunsa, of which Gdansk was & member, were at all times ulive
in that city and the loyelty of thet city to the Polish stute wes not
to smell an extent csused by relaotively better conditions cfforded
to is business life in & weak and easy-going Poland then in stromng

and centrzlistie Prussia. In Muht an& Nest Vrussiu never anythlng

P R ST TP g

else but a iie¢ of the Polish Grown &s well &8s in Courlund and Pol-
“lsh Livonla, which lunds from +ne Pollsh Baltic littorel, the German
element, represented by the nobility and landowoers recrulted from
among former members of the secularized Order of the German EKunights,
snd of the Order of the Knights of the Sword (in Livonis) was strong
enough to impress & distinet German stomp on those territories, not-
withstsnding the faet that the peasant populetion (Letts, Kaszube,
~Mezuriens, ete) were not German.
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As to Silesia, that once Polish land became detached from
the mein body of Polend &t the close of the XIV and the begimning
of the XV century, through our shortsightedness. Bordering close
on Germeny, Silesia underwent the proceas of Germanizaﬁ;gn much_“
more thcroughlg then any other province held by Lrussiu Only
-the poor elass of peoplé, egonomlcally dependent and weak, resia-
ted cgmplete dengtionali?ation through & passive resistance which
is characteristic of oppressed peoples, who, while economically
exploited by their foreign masters, humiliated acd held in contempb
by the ruling class, end persecuted, cling to the mationality or
religion a2s the case may be, of their forebears as & sign of sil-
ent end grim protest sgainst oppression.

Be ing too far away from her mo*her-land Sileaiacould herd=
ly come 1nto conaideration ior being reclalmed by ua for Polond i
“Although under the 1nf1uence oi a sociazzééic p;opééaﬁE; der;wﬁgs
in the last few decades an awakening of the Palish nutional spir—
it, the nravalling economic conditlons seem to precluﬁe any poa-’_

,9;-1»@

gibilty of fhct province being regalned hy us Germany s hold on

S e

?ﬁﬁ??”fﬁﬂa is so strong and so manlfold that the Polish element,
not sufficiently stromg from the ecomomic point of view, cannot
very well redeem that land for Poland.

Such were the conditioms when the partitioms of Poland,
gonsummated inm 1772, 1793 &nd 1?95/6 respectively, detached these
territories from Polend the latter veing elso disrupted by her
neighbors whe first leid their hends on those border lands. |

Conditions have since become worse rather thau better, ; mz;;

Pol mhelement repres sz;’._c e .@ __b.zl. . TP?. : &i@.@*{ﬁ? &nd _.\5_.1}%,'?..‘?95..,%".1 Jras net
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able to prevent the steady, although slow pushing-out process put
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into operation by Russic, snd exercised under high pressure
without shrinking from violemce, forecible proselytism in be-
half of the Greek-Orthodox Church colonization by Russian _beas-

[ R e

eants. This steady =nd unrelenting pressure had its wey in the

course of little over & century, and reduced the Polish element
and its importence as well s its absolute and relctive stremgth
to & considerable extent.

In the northera provinces of the former Polsnd (Gdensk,
Dantzig, Best anﬁ West Prussia) the conaitions were even worse.,

@he unorecedented development of Garmany—along 11nea of econom-

ic and commerciel success, the influx of business znd wezlth

into Gdaunsk from Germeny snd through Germans could not but strength-

en the @borigincl Germam element in that city, relegating the
economically dependent end weak Polish element (small shopkeep=-
ers, artissns, farmers and laborers) into the background. The
netionalistic struggle there became merged with class struggle,
end the letter became to all intents and purposes, a synonym far

the iormer. There, too, the oppressed Poles, Mauurluna Kasznbs,

A T S

became members of the oprosition perties im the social life of
Prussie cnd Germany as well, and fought for the netionel issues
from.the parliesmentary platform and under the slogen of social
reforms.

(b} What we should claim, We will smswer this question
in & negetive way. We should nmot claim any*hing in csse we
ahould get nossesaion of could bring us 1n eonflict with the

R N

lnterests of our neiyhbors of ourselves, W1th the nrinclble of

it

un_na+1onalism on Whlch we ourselvea buse our imprescriptible ck:hn
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: /Fto unzty and 1ndependence. In short we should nof aeeuizg any

ek

forelgn element in+o our bo dy politic and while some of the ter-
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5.
ritories we would have to forego under these circumstances constit-

ute & painful loss to us, either from ths historie point of view orx
for reasoms of ecomomic nature, we would ultimttely berefit by such l/fé
a course. We should, under no czzég;glgﬁces absorb to any extent
hg;;w?:?Z?én national element into our body politiec unless that for-
eign element does join our state of its free volition, fully con=-
scious of the obligations flowing from such & step, amd willing to
be an integrel part end percel of our socisl @&nd politicel orgenism,
We cannot ufford to 1ncorpordte foreign elements, the sympathies of
Wﬂlch mlght make them lesn towards their nelghhours across the bor-
der llne. Suoh & course wculd.mean to us & double danger~ firat the
eentrlfugal tendencies of t hose foreign elements, and second, the
danger of foreigm intervention.

As to the centrifugel tendencies so subversive to both the
politicel snd social, as well &s economic life of a state, we have
ample exemples in our times to mention only Alsace-Lorrzine, the
Danes in Germeny, the Tremtine in Austrie the Roumesnisns &nd Ser-
vians in Hungary, ete. All these ailments of,Germany =nd iustria-
Hungary, the latter in particular, are hereditaery and require & sur-
gicai oPeratién, ﬁhich in éasa of the Hepsburg empire-kingdom 1is
exceedingly peinful and dengerous. We, however, &are in & different
position: we are starflng our independent life anew, und oan set
our house im order in such & way Thuf trOuoleQ of the abova ﬁatura

csn easily be eliminated & nrlori :
o We are eonironfeu by the tack of rebuilding what has been

destroyed in the hundred years of our triple bondege, and must con= :.L-

gcen+rcte our entire strength for thht work instec of splitting 1ﬁw

,‘\‘ %y ¥

lup into endeavors along 11nes of national proselytlsm and aasimil- o~

gu-_%

3ﬂ¢1on 'vhich cre confrary to our best tradi+1ons and the results of
a3y f - AR e e s g
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4 % whet we mast cluim.

which lre dubious at best

o—

hermore we must avoid at &1l cost the danger of for-

eign intervention, wblch is reglly incurred whe;m; ﬂ;;31;;%2;:§:;t
dwells within - the body politic of & nation. We had experiences
slong thet line in the case of the "dissidemts™ a religious &and
netional issue at the same time, which eventuslliy brought about
the Confederacy of Ber, 1767, snd led to the first partition of
Poland. We must avoid that our neighbours %EEEIF eatabllsh . W
endeavor to establish s0- -called spheres of Lnfluence or proceed
WLth & propaganda of peaceful penetrztion in behalf of their con-
etionals within our borders. Germeny had slways followed the
policy of protecting Germecns living in foreigm countries, even
if they be citizems of the letter (Deitscher, Deutscher Gremz-
merkenverein, , Verein sur Foerderung des Feutsehthuns im Auslande,
ete). Thus & way wes open to Germeny to mingle in the internal
affairs of neighbouring &nd fer ou®lying countries through social
epd educctionsl end even religious chennels (Lutherverein, Gusteav
idolph Verein, gll engsged in Protestant amd German national prop-
agendsa). Ve cunno+ permit of becomlnv the sphere of iniluenca
polltical national or eoonomic of any ngtlon i 4 we want to pre—
?aerva our dearly recained 1naen°nﬁence. Yoy
g Our negtionsal energy cannot be wasted for aaszmilating

A

: :from fhe'-‘_?g-acy%;#}{ﬁﬁa

foreign eléheh+s aside yrincipalyof nation-

ok S e el

ulism forbids us to impose or 1mprasa on any raca an allegiance &

or nationalitx'foxelwn to theirs end cgainst +heir volition. =1

Having thus steted in brozd lines whet our nstion should

cleim by showing whet we should not claim, it behooves us to steate

9%
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(ec) We must cleim, in the interest of our national smnd pol=-

iticel vitelity 811 of geogrephical endethnographical Polend.

By this we mean the Polish lands inhcbited since times immem=-
orial'by the Polish race &nd in which the letter preserves am over=
whelming or substuntiel majority or is represented by & percentage
whieh is potentislly strong emough to develop in spite of *he for-
eign.element settled in the seme regioms.

Ir our claims we include

1. All the strietly Polish previnces held by Prussies (Pos-

nanisdregardless of the artificial Germzn element colonized there
under the exproprietion or colonizetion laws.

2. 411 of Gelicis without such portions of Eust Gelicia where
the Ruthenian population belng in overmhelming me jority WOuld
rightfully belong fo or gravitcte towards tho Ukranian Stata no§

the proceas af forimtion. Lwow (Lamherg) however, muat he cle imed
é; 8 Polish ecity Lll ohjeetions potwithstend ing.

Furthermore,

3. All which wes formerly known as Russian Poland, including
the so-czlled "readjucted®™ province of Chelm.

4. The question of Polend heving gccess to the see is & prob=-

lem peremount to our economic life and development of the country.
I+ is most doubtful whether Germeny will, unless utterly
becten, sgree to yield Gdensk (Dentzig) end its territory to Polemd,

and whétrer, should this be the case, it Noulﬁ be of benef it to us

R O e e D R T R T P e

to gcuuire those 1ands in view of whst we have said ahOVB. Access

,. i
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to the seez could be obfplned by us in esse of & union with thhuania'é

JYY
&¢s will be shown in thet connection. ' LILTISN |
There is, however, anocther possibility of solving the prob-

._‘-.'-Za\\‘i _ )
-AEﬁ;em of Gdensk, viz.’
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the neufrelization ef th&t city &nd thet portlon of the Vis-

T

j tula which will flow *hrouvh German territory, Whether mn effect-

ive neutrellzetlon of thet kind ie feesible exceeds the scope of

our llnea- we maj, however, add thet an arrangement like this woula
have to bé entrenched behind some substential guarentees in order
not *o be reduced, should some contingency arise, to 2 mere "Serap

of Paper®,

RS S S R R P
ST At L ¥ Y T

% In cese of Gdenek.remelnlng in the hande of Prussie, there is
other poeszbllity ior Polend heving the much coveted access to
Mmmwﬂ e
the sezl fhrough.memel in thhuenie _now in Prussien hands. This
uggfatlonmﬂhowever preeuppoeee a union with Lithuenie which the
Poles und Lithuaniens equally desire end which is the only logicel
em  Just arrengement between two netlone which for four centuries
lived in & close political union dissolved orly by force brought to

bear from outside.

UNION W TH LITHUANIA.

The historicel besis for a union between Polané and Lithuanis
is given in the Covenant of Iublin of 1569; this Covenent needs but
few amplifications clong modern lines im order to do justice both
to the nations entering into suchen agreement &s well as to the
principle thet every natiom, race or people should be free and un-
hempered to determine its oma destiny,

The'edvantage of the unien will be mutual. For Polard it
will mesn sdditionsl strength, correét boundaries and sceess to the
sea; & market for our industry es Lithusnis is less industrislized ;';;g
them Polcnd. For Lithusnie, the uniom with Polsnd will mean perfectﬁ'
Befety for nationel life and development, strengthening of its etatue

ghe politicel unit & resdy amd é¢lweys open merket for her sgricultursl
795




9.
products. The twe states linked together by & union between eguals
will while preserving their respective jndividusllty in their ter-
ritories present te the outside world & gingle politicel organism
strong evough to commend respect of its neighbours and econmomiczlly
sglf-sufficient erough to exsist.

This union mwst inelude &ll of %ngfanhLCal and ethnogrgph—
ical Lithuanid with such deductions of territory wnlch ere dicteted
by consideratlons of the principle of netionelity, of expediency
(from the point of view of s'rategicsl fromtiers, eliminztion of
foreign end possibly entegonistic elements, etec., ete.) In deter-
mining the territory of Lithusniz we must just s in the cese of
Polcnd proceed along limes of reeiecl cnd religious distribution.
Religion is emong peoples znd reces the intellectuzl developmernt
of which remsins still below the commonly adopted stendard pre=
veiling elsewhere, the pivod around whieh the 1ife of the people or
rece turns and the conception of the church replaces the conception
of netionslity. This refers in perticuler to such peoples within
geogrephicel Lithuanisa who are rot members of the Roman Cetholiec
or Greek Uniste Church, but profess the Greek Orthodox creed. They
will of course gravitete towerds their coreligionists across the
vorder line, and no amount of religious tolerence will possibly
bridge that gap.

Lithuenis which is Catholic throughout and the White Russiens
who reside within geographicel Lithusunisc and are e ither Romen Csth-
oliecs or belong to the Greek Uniste Church will present no problem

N}

from the point of view of religion. AIHJEY |
LLSNL:

Politically the Lithusniens, while esgerly snxlous to pre="Sud

§erve their nationel individuelity sre now distinctly pro=-olish.

TG99




10,
Russien influence hes in the times preceding the wer endeavored to
sow discord and erecte an artificial nationclistiec Lithuenian move=-
ment vith & distinet anti-Polish tendeney. This movement was short-
1ived =nd took no hold om the large mass of the Lithuznian people
shich lecrned its lesson &t the hsnds of the Russians and lately at
those of the Germans.

The Lithuenians know well what would become of them if they
were incorporsted into the Germcn Empire under whetever form it be;
the Polish element (18%) =lthough the wealthiest cnd most intellec-
tual, would be the first to bear the brunt of the Prussian extermin-
ating poliey, while the Lithuenians and White Russiznsy because econ=
omicelly less resistent, would very sooh fell into & condition of
practicslly foreed lebor in behalf of their Germem exploiters who
would not shrink from any expedient in order to "penetrate” Lithuania

politically &s well as gconomically.,

FRONTIERS.

Neturel frontiers exsist only in the South where the Gar=
pathiens, running from west to southwest, form & nefural boundary
line from Hungsry. In the North the coast line of the Baltic can
ferm ¢ natural boundary provided Gdansk and 1+s “hlnterland' reverts
to Poland. In case, howé;z;“ifishould remuin in the honda of
??ﬁggfgfwonly the Llfhuanian coast-line of the Baltic could serve
as & natural northern fron+ier otherwise, from the estusry of the
Warta lnfo the 0&02 an artlflcial boundary line will have to be drawm

as far as the river system of the Niemen; this line would have to be

drewn with consideration for ethnogrephical moments, for the prin-

~ ‘ciple of netionality, mejority or minority theodry.

Sinee rivers nc longer represent & feasible border line we

400




11.
heve to fa 11 back on the so-called river systems, that is, the val-
leys of rivers end their tributaries, which present & more logiecal
besis for racecial or political delimitation: Thus we Would.have in the
West &8s a frontier line against Germany, the river system of the
Wartsa, which is & right bank tributery of the Oder. Imn the East we
would have the river systems of the Dvina, the Dudeper (its right
bank tributeries) and in the Southeast the river ;yateﬁ of the Dén-
jester in its upper course. The fromtier line in the Zest could in
certain places.follow the present buttle line on the eastern war
theatre: +this line while not.having the sttributes of & natural or
strategical frontier follows in genersl the line of demearcation be-
tween the territories of the former Commonwealth of Polend in which
the Polish element, the Polish spirit end Polish civilizution &ap-
pecred indelible and vhere the peasent (indigecous) population them-
selves, are Roman Catholica or Unistes &nd such territories where
the Polish s pirit, element and civilization were not so irresdstible
end the Grect Orthodox Church was @nd is the dominent religious bodye.

Minorities below & certein percentage to be agreed upon will
heve to be sacrificed unless & reepportionment and exchange of ter=-
ritories on the basis of intermetionel tresties and mutual &greement
of the parties concerned could be resached.

A just and logicel ethnmographicel frontier weuld in the &b=-
zence of & stretegical or metural frontier serve the purpose by elim—y
insting es much &s humenly poseible &ll elements of racizl or relig=-/

jous friection which could be productive of conflicts.

for Polend =nd Lithusnia we state thet we went frontiers which will

not divide us from but unite us with our neighbours. If the fron-
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nd , confliets cre unavoideble uatil the conditions are remedied.

Logically drewn frontiers of Poland would give us the entire

river
prutem of the Vistula (except its estuary in cese Gdanak ramdined

in the hands of Pﬁubbiu” furthermore, pur '8 oi the river system of

]

i
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the Oder (Warta) of the Dvine, the Dnieper cnd the Dniester leying
within Polish territory, United by cenals (which undoubtedly will
come into prominence after the wer) with the Oder, the Danube, the
Blsck Sea and the Beltic, these river systems would constitute con-

venient weterways for our commerdial expansion.
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