e | the same time the Government
| announced that it had agreed toa

| proposal by the Roman Catholic
ifthierarchy in Poland “to start ne-

gotiations between the Govern-
ment and the episcopate, aiming
of mutual rela-

at a settlement of
tions.”

_lSays Analysis of Excomm

Merély Clarifies View Ta v
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H ey i : . . |[President Trum
. VaticanCitysJuly 27 (A.P.). ic ormant said talism from dest
‘today that fhe interpret pu ed vesterday|ing socialist prof

in the Vatican ne
recent exeomm
Church was int

1~ Vatican’s

he said, was
ing contentions of

land a m Catholic. Palmiro
| Togliatti, Communist boss, had
ladvanced such a view in Rome,
and French Communist leaders
have made similar statements
seeking to minimize the effect of
the decree.

The Vatican newspaper wished
to emphasize, said the informant,
that Catholics who freely and
‘knowingly support Communism
in many cases do so because they
have been misled. These Catho-
lies, it was stressed, are not ex-
communicate¢ the Church,
but can be denigd the sacraments
—baptism, irmation, holy
communion, enance, extreme
unction, holy orders and matri-
mony.

The informant .said Osserva-
tore's aim was to draw a distine-

tion between Cath who favor
Commumsu i} opting its
basic doctrines and those who aid

and support the “anti-Christian
and materialistic” doctrine,

lan “act of aggression” against|

per, L'Osservatéfe Romano, of the
n decree of the Roman Catholic
to clarify it and did not indicate any

eaders that a person|swiftly today to the Osservatore
once a Communist interpretation, saying it demon-

L dl

uanim Decree

said that the Vat “didn't em-
ploy execommunication against|
the Fascist warmakers, but now|
uses it against progressive peo-|
ple who want to improve their
lot on earth.” | 1

attitude toward Communist

| Farle ==

]' Red Press Reacts Promptly.
The Communist press reacted

strated that the excommunication
decree was inspired by political
motives.

The pro-Communist newspaper |
Il Paese said that Pope Pius XII,|
dissatisfied with United States
policy, had taken the lead in the

ideological war against Com:
munism.

“After long phase in which
the policy urch was in
the tow o rtment of

tate, today e has taken
over the ideological initiative,

just as his predecessors did in
past times whenever they Ilost|
their political confidence in this|
or that emperor, ancient.or mod-
ern,” the newspaper said.

Il Paese said confusion had re-
sulted from the Vatican decree
and indicated it thought 1'Osser-
vatore's restatement was aimed
at such Catholic commentators

4

the Vatican order. The newspaper

negotiate a church-state agree-

\:vho had minimized the scope of

BN
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hen charged that the Osserva-
tore interpretation showed clearly
that the decree “was born on a
political basis and has strictly
political aims.”

The Communist party news-
paper ,I'Unita, said the Osserva-
Itore’ interpretation “proved the
confusion reigning in the clerlcal
field since the publication” (of
the decree).”

\\\*I
{)()

Poles Push Church Pact. L
Warsaw, July 27 (A. P.).—The|
Polish Government moved today ||
to prevent the enforecement here{|
of the Vatican's e }pumcatlonf

decree against Co ists. At
the same time it announced ac- \
ceptance of a church proposal to ||

ment.

The Government forbade Roman
Catholic priests to excommuni-|
cate any Pole belonging to the
Communist party, denouncing as|

Poland the Vatican’s decree
threatening excommunication. At




