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Minister of War.

 

 
BY DONALD DAY.

LOhiengo "Tribune Press Service.]
(Picture on back page.)

WARSAW, May 13 [Monday].-\ar-
shal Josef Pilsudski, virtual dictator of
Poland, died at 7:15 o'clock last night
from cancer ot the stomach.
The 67 year old marshal's deathshocked the nation inasmuch as the na-ture of his ailment had been kept asecret by the government. 'the cabinetmet in a special session to determine

the Polish republic's political futureand to deliberate the situation pre-eipitated by the death of Europe's first
post-war dictator.

Police Patrol Capital.
Extra police patroled the streets otWarsaw to deal with any internal dis»turbance which might arise from Pil-sudski's death. Officers were ordered

to carry tear bombs.
Word that the marshal had. dietrapidly spread through the capital. Therumors began to circulate at 0 p. .m,when a reception for the French amebassador, who is leaving in a few days,was suddenty canceled.
Crowds began to gather at Belvedere

palace and at 11 p. m. the news was
 made public. At 12:40. o'clock this

  



 

  

  

  

   

   

   

  

   

     

   

   

  

 

  

 

    

  

  

 

  

Cabinet Picks New

Minister of War.

BY DONALD DAV.
LChiengo Tribune Press Service.]

(Picture on back page.)
WARSAW, May 13 [Monday].-NMar-

shal JosePilsudski, virtual dictator of

Poland, died at 7:15 o'clock last night

from cancer of the stomach.
The 67 year old marshal's death

shocked the nation inasmuch as the na-
ture of his ailment had been kept a
secret by the government. 'The cabinet
met in a special session to determine
the Polish republic's political future
and to deliberate the situation: pre-
cipitated by the death of Europe's first
postwar dictator.

Police Patrol Capital.

Extra police patroled the streets of
Warsaw to deal with any internal dis-
turbance which might arise from Pil-
sudski's death. Officers were ordered
to carry tear bombs.
Word that the marshal had. died

rapidly spread through the capital. The
rumors began to circulate at 9 p. m.
when a reception for the French am-
bassador, who is leaving in a fewdays,

nly canceled.
Crowds began to gather at Belvedere

palace and at 11 p. m. the news wan
made public. At 12:40 o'clock this
morning the Warsaw radio station ane
nounced to the nation:
"Marshal Pilsudaki is dead."

Family at Bedside.

marshalls wite, Maric, and
twodaughters, Wanda, 16, and Jad-
wiga, 14, were at the bedside at the
ena.
High officers of the Polish army

arrived at Belvedere palace through»
out the night to mourn at the bier of
the warrior who held the post of mine
ister of war. At 1 а. m. it was re-
ported that the cabinet had appointed
Gen. Edward Rydz Smigiy Inspector
general of the army and Gen. Thades
Kasprzycki minister of war. Both
men were close friends of Pilsudski.
The government has ordered na-

tional mourning. A bereavement mes.
sago at the " loss of the greatest man'
in Poland's history" was read at all
army posts this morning.

.

Theatc
and all amusement houses have been
elosed until further notice.

Col. Joset Beck, who has risen to
the post of foreign minister from a
position as Pilsudski's aide de camp,
is being mentioned as the likely man
to step into the marshal's shoes as Po-
Tand's "strong man" Other candi-
dates are Alexander Prystor, former
premier, and Premier Col. Walery
Slawek. 'These threo men were the
closest confidants of the marshal.

Taken II with Grip.
A communique was issued by the

last week stating that
Pilsudski was suffering from an attack
of the grip. This was the first refer-
ence made regarding his state of
health since 1931, when he was forced
to take a vacation in Madeira.
Pilsudski was to have participated

in a conference last week with Foreign
Minister Pierre Laval of France relat«
ing to the war scare in Europe and
particularly regarding the differences
between Poland and France which
grew out of the Franco-soviet security
past. But the marshal was\too ill to
join the discussions and Laval lett for
Moscow

.

without having been" able to
see the statesman.

Pllsudski died on the anniversary of
his coup in 1926, whenhe seized power
after bloody street fighting in War-
saw. He and a small group ot his
former legionnaires virtually had ruled
the nation ever since that time.

Aimed at Presidency.
In 1929 the marshal sent his soldiers

into the lobbies of the parliament and
foreed its dissolution because ho was
disgusted with legislative bickering.
He was instrumental, too, in carrying
out a recent constitutional reform
which concentrated great power in the
president.

It was generally believed Pilsudskt
intended to force tho resignation of
President Iznace Moscicki and assume
the presidency.

 

  

  

ONE OF EUROFE'S LEADERS.
Marshal Josef Piłsudski, man of

intrigue, astute politician, courageous,
patriotic, honest in a concrete sense,
but frascible and frequently. unstable,
was one of the outstanding figures on
the European political stage. .His life
was colorful. From earliest childhood
he dreamed of the independence of his
country. Long the. war he
schemed for the restoration of Polish
liberty and suffered exile.

Under the tolerantAustrian rule he
trained the Polish Galician youth im

the use of firearms. In the great war,
with an Austrian pledge of future

  


