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TELEGRAM ( Bn elaire) FROM Mr., LESLIE ( Revel) ef

Ve 174
¥, D. 4.20 P.}. July 18th 1920 2.

R. 4.44 A, July 19%h 1920
Ho.154.

Following from Cziczerin:
Begine.
July 17¢h.

" The Ruseien Soviet Government ig the moje pleased to ackno=
wledge the dechration of the British Government on its desire
to contribute to the establishment &f general peace in HZastern
Europo a8 6u1te recently etill, at the timo whsn the com-

plications between Ruseia and aoland were developing ,which

led to the Polish advemce againet Ruseia and the Ukraine,the
B;}tiﬁh Government wunfortunately did not manifeet the same
desiire of contributing to the cause of pesce in Hastern Suropei-
and as earlier ,likewise aﬁ_fgfwy}gg_yhgn Soviet Russia was
trying to obtain peace with the Rorder States ,the British

Governnant 448 not support tbe obtainmont of this aim, not

when the Esthonian Government was proparing to econclude peace

witb the Soviet Govermment in December of last year received
the warning in the name of the Supreme Couneil . The present
change in the sttitude of Great Britain in the question of
peace betweeﬁng;;iét Rusvia and other States ,is in complete
harmony with the wighes of Soviet Rugsia, whose desire te

11#0 in peace with all other states , %o which reference is
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mede in the lagt communication of the British Government ,re-
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maing firm and unalterable . Regarding Poland likewise,
in gpite &f the lattere wagﬁ?ﬁ aggression agéinat the Soviet
Republie , Soviet Ruseia rerains ae faithful as before to the

prineiples sghe hag procleimed sc often and to her earnesct

PILSUDSKI
INSTITUTE
ARCHIVES

aw Vork

156



degire of gstablishins peaceful relations with a1l peoples.

?yg Quostion however of cegeation of the armed struzgle
between Russia and Polend will_be unfavourably influenced

by the @flaet  that on the part of the Polish Government there
ﬁaéubeen no direet decleration to the Soviet Govermment re-
gé}&iﬁg ite wish to conclude peace. Numerous utterances of

the representatives of the Polish people have come to the
knowledge of the Soviet Govermnment 4in which éhey exprege thenm-
pelves in on extremely Dbitter sense ag to fhe British Govern=
ment's politiecal esetion in this question and information

has been likewige publiahgd'-in the press as to a decision

of the Polish Diet to reﬂpot the proposal of an armistice with-
Soviet Ruseis. Thqxﬂb;iet Government must therefore consider
with some £%§‘$22§ such proposals 8o far as they do not come
directly from the Government conderned and as longas the danger
subgiecte that the attitude of the Pelish Govermment will not
correspond to the declarations of other Governmonts which speak
in ite name., The neceasity of égi direct communication w&#ht%miq
the Polish Govermment to the Soviet Govermment din this cace

ie the more urgent as the past attitude of the British Gevern-
ment in the conflict between Poland and Ruseia o¢an hardly

be congidered ag 2 ré;son ‘for agsuming the role of mediator
betweenk this two Go%ornmenta. If at the time when the Polish
Republie was preparing ite wanton aggression 'against Russis
end the Ukraine the British Government gﬁi only made no
attempts of hindering this aggression ,but even left without

- any answer the comunication of the Sobiet Covernment to the

Entente Governments on this question ,and 1if, at the time

when the Polish offensive has had as result military disster
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for Poland, the British Govermment on the econtrary, tries
to assume the role of% wedistor in order to suspend the hosti-
lities that have become so disastrous for Poland, so the
pesition which results for the British Government from this
line of action 4s suoh ,that it deprives it of the role

of an impartial third party ,whieh would alone render POS-
sible its mediaction between the belligerents. It is necegso-
ry %o remind 11keviao the British Government that it hes
itself described the state ,created by the adoption by
Rugsia of ité memorandum of July let ,as a state of armi-
stice and that it hae therefore deseribed itself in this
way @8 & belligérent yWaging war against Sovéet Russis -

& faet that ocan in no iay ereate a normal basis for the

recognition of ite role of mediator between Soviet Russia

end another belligerent.,  Regarding the Brétish Government,
the Ruseian Government has in its answer to the Memorandum
of July 1st wmade an absolutely ooneiliaeary declaration,
ineluding the wmxwe acceptance of all the ddmands of the
British Govermment. It has thus shown its anxious desire
té remove completely all conflicts and to obtain definite
peace with Great Britain., It daairog likewise to establich
peace with Poland ,end in the attainment of this aim 1t
congiders direct negotiations with Poland , without any

immixtion from outside ,ae necessary as direct negotiations ;

!

- with Great Britain in ite ite rolations with the latter.

The Soviet Govermment igs the lesgs inclined to acce t the

proposed mediation in the negotiations with Poland, eas the

Te-coneiliation with Poland which it earnestly desires cen

-dnly be hampered in such a case in view of the subordinate

poeition which Poland's interests and fate 4n comparison
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with interests foreign to Poland 18re occupying in the
domein in relation between Soviet Ruseia and third Power,
With the franimess which ean alone completely remove all
misunderstandings between two Governments , the Soviet Go-
verument ventures to recsll to the British Government

that when one of its members defended in the House of
Commone the help given to Denilkin and Xolezak ,he justi-
fied this line of action of the Government by the argu-
ment that the struggle of Denikin and Xolezak against
the Soviet Government rresumably helps towards the

defence of India , and of the British interests in Asia in
general , against dangers which allegedly-threatened them .
Not 1long ago , when the head of the British Goverament

wag negotiatimng with the Head of the Russian Trade Delegow
tion, regarding resuwmption of trade relations ,he referred
to the relations between Russia and the numerous other
States as to such faets that oean have some influence upon
the commercial relations between Russia and Great Britain,
The Soviet Govermment 4is of the opinion that re-concilistion
with Poland can be successfully accomplished only in case
the interests of both parties are taken into congideration |
seeing that these interests ocan easily be re-conciled ,and
thisg aim will be on the contrary ,extremely hard to
obtain 1if these interests are subordinated to the 1ntere§§a
of a Third Power . The labouring masses of Russia dbsire
fvll snd complete re-concilistion with Poland ,and in
ordér %o obtain the same the Soviet Government oonsider§§

it necessary to remove from the setion of re-conciliation

all that does not belong to the interests and desires of the

two peeples and Covermments, In the cauge of re-coneiliation
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with Poland the Soviet Govermmont <£inds 1t necessary to
congider , besides the intorests and desires -f the Russisn
~labouring . magwes , only the interests and desives of the
Polish lsbouring masses ,ond it finds 1t therefore possible

to attein peace with Poland only through direet negotictions
with the latter. It must also point out ,that 41t has clresdy
obtained without foreign immixtion complete re-coneilistion
with three neighbouring States and that Zsthonia has concluded
peace with Ruseia 4n spite of the warning of the Swwreme
Couneil , that the Treaty botweon Russia and Georgia has

been , 2t the moment of the negotiations between the heasd

of the Fuseisn Trade Delegatiom and the hesd of the British
Government , & complote surprise for the latter ,and thatrtho
Dritish Government weas de rived of any information regarding
pecce betweon Ruseis and Lithuanis ,when in its ultimatum of
July 12th 1% pointed to Lithusnia as to ome of the Border
States with which Ruseis hae otdll to obtain pedee .

The Soviet Government thinke that ik oan with the seme aﬂcoouu
obtain peace with Poland through direct negotiations as ;f daia
with three .other noighbouring States .

The Soviet Govermment oonsiders ,etill 1less admissible
the interferince in the cause of peace botweon Ruseia and
Poland of the group of Governmonts called "League of Hatioms",
whose Covenant 18 quoted by the British Covernment in its
vltimatum of July/@let. The Russisn Government hae never
rocoived from the go.ealle’ League of Hations” my commie
nication as Lo ite creation and existence and it has never hed
the opportunity of adepting a decision about recognition

or non-recongition of this association of States,
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When acquainting 4tself, from wnoffieial Press gcurces §
with the Covenant of the go-called "League of Nations” ,the
Soviet Government could not leave unnoticed the fact that
according to article 17 the non-members in case of conflict
with members of the so-celled "League"” ean be invited to
gubmit to ite decision as if they were members ,The Soviet
Gowernment can in no way agree that one group of Powers
should assume the role of supreme body over all the States
of the world ms# ,and, watching over the full inviolability
of the eovereign rights of the Russian labouring people,
the Soviet Government abgolutely rejects the pretensions
of ény Toreign groupe of FPowers olaiming to assume the role
of supreme masters of the fate of other nations. It abgo=
lutely rejeets therefore every immixtion of this ésaocia-
tion in the cause of peace betweom Ruesia and Poland,
Direct negotiations with Poland are in full harmony
with the wishes of the Soviet Govermment and 1t declares

therefore that if the Polich Government addresses +to Russie
the propesal of eantering into peace negotiations ,the Soviet
Government will not reject its proposal and will Alaa cOoN-
eider in the most friendly spirit any subgidiary proposal

ag to an armistice or some other means meant to facilitate
peace negotistions. The Soci¥t Government expresses also

its willingnese to agree to a territorial frontier more
favourably for the Polish people than the frontiers indicated
by the Supreme Couneil in December last and propose’ once
more by the British Govermment in its ultiratun of July 12y
The Soviet Govermnment cannot leave without notice the fact
that this frontier was elaborated by the Supreme Councilin
some parts wunder the pressure of counter-revelutionary Rugsian
-elements ,adherents of the Russisn oapitaligt and landed
class and that , for example , as to thevregion of Cholm
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the decision of the Supreme Council clearly reflected
the influence of this counter-revolutionary elements
end’ followed the traces (7) tracke ) of the anti-Polish
pelicy of Tearist and of Russian Imperialist, capitalist
clase in this question. Soviet Ruseia is willing in
genersl as to the peace conditions with Poland to megh the
~intereste and wishes of the Tolish people the more fully
the more the Polish people in its intermal 1ife will enter o
path c¢reating a é&%iﬁ% basis for really frateinal rela-
‘;;;;;‘;;;;;Eﬁmzﬁo metg lebouring masses of Poland ,iuseia,
Ukraine ,%¥hite Ruseia and Lithuania and which creates guec
rantees that Poland will cease to be an instrument of
aggresesion and intrigues against the ﬁorkara and peasacnts
of Soviet Ruseia and of other countries. I
As & separate proposal ,the British Government has put
forth the idea of an armistice beyween Russia and the

mutinous ex-General Wrangel. The Scviet Government ,however,

cannor shigt its eyes wupon the indissoluble gonnection
between the military operations of Wrangel ,which were suppor=-
tet by the Entente Powers , and the Polish eampaign againet

. Ruseis end Ukraine. This close conneetion found its erpres-
gion in the negotiations and the Military Agreement between

Wrangel and the representatives of the Polish Government .
Wrangele offensive ,which coincided with the advance of

the Poligh army in the Ukraine , was only & subsidiary Mili-
tary menoeuvre aiming at rendering more difficult the
struggle of the Ruseian and the Ukrainian troops ageinst

the Polish aggrescor and ag facilitating the latters task,
The army snd administration of Wrangel ,being elmost completely

deprived of sources of revenue of their own, exist almest
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entirely with the finsmeisl help received from some Entente
Fowors . His militery coperations are carried out exclugively

with the help of the war material sent by these Powers.

This war material ie brought to him on Britich ships or <rom
harbours wunder Britigh occupation and the proposal itpelf
regarding Wrangel in the British uwitimatum of July 12t¢h

in which the Britieh Govermment decided for Wrangel that he

will come to London for the discussion of the fate of his

troops showe with complete evidence that he is only & gu=-

bordinate agent of the British Government and partiy}of its

Allies. The Soviet Govornment'in ite wigh %o obtafh peace
with the British Government and wishing to me-t the latiers
desires confirms once more its willingness %o suarantee
personal safety to the mutinous Ex-Gemersl Wrangel, to all
the peresons belonging to his Army mmd to the refugees under
his protection under condition of imnediate agd full capi-
tulation and of surrendes to the Soviet suthorities of all
the territory he odcnpioo and of all the war material,stores,
butldinge , means of communications ,and 80 on ,in his power,
on the same terms ag it was proposed by the Soviet Government
with reference to the Northern Govermment of the Lx-Genersl
¥iller. The Soviet Government cannot however ,remain
indifferent Lo the repeated attempts of the British CGovernment
to transport the Crimea Pen@nnula into an inviolable perma~
nent asylum for the mutinocus General and fornother muti-
neers , who in fact are the British Government's subordinate
Agents, and thus really %o render the Crimean Penénsula
& British i#dopendence . It is impossible not tocmention
that ,at the time when the irchangel and the lurmsnsk region
| wee 1in the same subordinste position as %o Brifain ,the
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British suthorities ruled there unregstrained and acted




as the Bupreme power , dovaatating the whole region ,wasting

its naturel resources and exporting to Britain as mueh as
poseible ite r;h.ohu + The bearer of the will =and the re-
proaegtative of the interests of the Russian neighbouring
people ,the Soviet Government, connot remain indifferent to
any viclation of its vital interests and of the inviolability
of ite territory and it protests most atrongly against the

attempt of Great Britain to annex in fact the Orimean Penine
eula, I% must alse be pointed out , that the present proposal
of the British Government ,is & violation of ite precedent

proposal ,which became an oblig&tionﬂwaftbr having been adop-

ted by the Soviet Governwent regarding cessation of any help
and support to the Bx.General Wrangel, The Soviet Coverne

ment is therefore of the opinion that the greatest pegoible
conceseion on ite part , & concession which is the out-

e

come —of ite anxious desire to ccome tg term: with the Bri
tish Govermment , is ite willingness to agree to the 08w
tulation of the Ex-Gencral Wrangel and of his troops
with @ guarantie of their personal safety .

The Soviet Government thinks that the proposal
of convoeation in London of a Conference of representa-
tives of :Ruseias ,Poland,Lithuanie,latvic and Pinland,

is the outeome of insufficient infommation of the British
Government as to the relations betweecn the Ruseian Republie
and her neighbours . The Peacec.Treaty betweon Russcie and
Lithuanie was eigned on July 12th and the negotiations
betweon Ruseia end Latvia and Russial and Pinland are
being carried on independently without Foreign interference,
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“end their further eo  1nuanoo on the same lines is the
boét*ﬂiggggﬂbf their suocessfull result. :

Being animated with the most ecarnest desire of
pubting an end to 21l confliets between Russia and Great
Britain and to the struggle betweennthem and to obtat@
definite peace with Creat Britain ,the Soviet Government rests
its hopes upon the Delegation which it sends to London
with gdditional members with +the purpose of carrying on
negotiégiﬁﬁ;w*ifﬁntbo British Government on thb bagies of
the British Nemorandus of July 1let and of the reply of the
Sofiot Government of July 7¢h in order %o obtain a full
egrecment with Great Britain . The same will be. obtained
the more sucresefully if all new and strange clements

’ iy { 24N
which ean cnly do harm to the beginning 1m§¥310£ent_g§ the

rdations betwecn Ruseia and Great Britain ,are kept aside.

F¥o. 634 , Peoples Commissary for Foreign Affairs

( 19.7 8/4).
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Copy

Hip Majesty's Govermment have given their best conside-
ration to the reply by the Seviet Covermment of Russia to
their Note of July 11th. This reply raises a large number
of controvergial issues as to which there are profound
differences between Hig lajesty's Covermment and the Covern-
nent of Soviet Russia ,both on questions of faet and questions
of prineiple . With those 1t 1is not proposed to deal in the
pregent deppateh ,which will be strictly confined to the
pressing problem of terminating the hostilities bhetweon Po-
land and Soviet Ruseis with the least possible delay,and at
the smellest possible ecost of human suffering. The Soviet
Govermment has declared its readiness to consider in the
mest friendly spirit an ammistice with Poland as a first
step towards the establishment of a final peace ; they have
alpo declared their readiness to concede a frontier not less
favourable to Peland than the ethnograp hical fron tier orie-
ginally suggested by the Supreme Council . It is true they
have accompanied theso declarations with an'oxp:oasion of
their strong objections to allowing the negoetiations with
regard either to the ammistice or the peace to be enlored
upon by any Governments b.dfhose representing Soviet Ruseis
on the one side and Poland on the other . This , however,is
not & point on which His lLajesty's Gove?ﬁment have the least
degire to ineist, if tho.8071et Government adhere to their
objection. They only proposed that the Conference should
meet in London because they thought that it would bring
Russia into relations with the Peace Conference and 80 .pave
the way to 2 better understanding between Russia and the
outer world . What they desire is that the negotiations
ghould be carried out im gecd faith and without delay;that

the frontier between Russis and Poland should correspond,
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és far as possible, to the wishes of the pepulations con-
cerned ; =nd that & permanent peace should be established
between Poland and her eastern neighbeour, which would secure
the cessetion of hostilities »and the abatention en the part
of either nation from any interference in the internal poli-
ey of the other.

In order, therefore ,to bring matters to & clear issue
the Polisk Govermment have been urged by the Allies irme-
dietely to initinte negotiations for srmistice ana for
peace. If, however ,despife a rejuest for am armistice from
the Polish Govermment, the Soviet armies scontinue to advance,
the Britieh Govermment and its Allies wmhuet necegsarily assume
that it is the intention of the Soviet Government %o make
wer on the Pelieh people and will in conjunction with their
Allies give to Poland the assistance and support they have
promiged in that event. Further , they must make it elear
that the negotiations for the resumption of trade between
Ruseia and the British Empire camnot be usefully pursued
if Soviet Hussia invades Poland ,and they have, therefore,
telegraphed to lMessrs. Kameneff and Xrasein %o delay
their departure from Revel until an armistice has been

agreed to.
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