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VATICAN CITY, Deo. 24 CD-
Tho text of the official English
translation of Pope Pius XITs
Christmas message:
The goodness and kindness

of God our Saviour appeared.
[Epistle to Titus, il, 41.
For the sixth time since the

opening of the dreadful war, the
Christmas |liturgy again .hails
with these words, redolent of
peaceful serenity, the coming into
our midst of God our Saviour.
The humble, mean cradle of

Bethlehem, by -its ..wonderful
charm, focuses the attention of
all believers. Deep into the hearts
of those in darkness, affliction
and depression there sinks and
pervades a great flood of light
and joy.
Heads that were bowed lift

again serenely, for Christmas is
the feast of human dignity, "the
wonderful exchange by which the
Creator of the human race, tale
ing a living body, deigned to be
born of a Virgin, and by His com-
ing bestowed on us His divinity."
[First Antiphon of First Vespers
for the Feast of the Cireumei-
sion.]
But our gaze turns quickly from

the babe of the crib to the world
around us, and the sorrowful sigh
of John the Evangelist comes to
'our lips: "and the light shineth
In darkness, and the darkness did
not comprehend it" [John, i, 31.
For alas! for the sixth time the

Christmas dawn breaks again on
battlefields spreiding ever wider,
on graveyards where are gathered
the remains of victims in ever in-
creasing numbers, on desert lands
where a few tottering towers tell
with silent pathos the story: of
cities once flourishing and pros-
perous, and where bells fallen or
carried off no longer awaken the
Inhabitants with their. jubilant
Christmas chimes.
They are so many silent wit-

 

-- messes to denounce this blot on
the story of mankind which, de-
liberatoly blind to the brilliance
of Him who is the splendor and
light of the Father, deliberately
straying from Christ, has de-
scended and fallen into chaos and
into the denial of its own dignity.
Even the little lamp is out in

many majestic temples, in many
modest chapels, where before the
tabernacle it had shared the
watches of the Divine Guest over
a world asleep. What desolation!
What contrast! Can there then be
still hope for mankind?

Dawn of Hope
Blessed be the Lord! Out from

the mournful groans of sorrow,
from the very depths of the hea
rending anguish of oppressed in-
dividuals and countries there
arises an aura of hope. To an
ever increasing number of noble

- souls there comes the thought,
the will ever clearer and strong»
er, to make of this world, this

upheaval, a starting
point for a new era of far-reach
ingrenovation, the complete re-
organization of the world.
'Thus, while the armed forces
continue to engage in murderous

 

__ battles with weapons ever more
deadly, the statesmen, responsible
leaders of nations, meet for talks,
for conferences to dete:mine the
fundame~' * ~'chts and duties on
seni uîte e comma

come. cod 10 blaze the
trail toward a better future, more
secure and more worthy of man-

Pope Heads Nations' List

With Spain and Ireland

By Witten to Tas New Youe Toa,
ROME, Dec. 24-Although the

Pope listed the nations alpha-
betically today when praising
them for their charity at the
close of his message, he pre-
ceded the general list with Spain
and Ireland and in the former
case specified "the head of the
state" as well as the Govern-
ment and the people.
Thus the cordial relations be-

tween Generalissimo Francisco
Franco and the Vatican are
sharply re-omphasized, 'The rest
of the list was strictly alpha-
betical, though Hungary was in-
explicably misplaced between
Slovakia and Uruguay.

 

 

call that, according to the teach-
ing of the Church, "it is not for-
bidden to prefer temperate, pop-
wlar forms of government, with-
out prejudice, however, to Cath-
olic teaching on the origin and
use of authority," and that "the
Church does not disapprove of
any of the various forms of gov-
ernment, provided they be perse
capable 'of securing the good of
the citizens"" [Leo XII, Encyclie
cal "Libertas," June 20; 1888.)

If, then, on this feast day which
commemorates both the benignity
of the Incarnate Word and the
dignity of man (both in its per-
sonal and social aspects) _we
direct our attention to the prob-
lem of democracy, examining the
forms by which it should be di-
rected if it is to be a true, healthy
democracy answering the needs
of the moment, our action shows
clearly that the interest and so-
licitude of the Church looks not
so much to its external structure
and organization-vwhich depend
on the special aspirations of each
people-as to the individual him
self, who, so far from being the
object ana, as it were, a merely
passive element in the social
order, is, in fact, and must be and
continue to be, its subject, its
foundation and its end.
Given that democracy, taken in

the broad sense, admits of various
forms, and can be realized in
monarchies as well as in repub-
lies, two questions come up for
our consideration: First, what
characteristics should distinguish
the men who live under democ-
racy and a democratic regime?
Second, -what -characterization
should distinguish the men who
hold the reins of government in
a democracy?

I. CHARACTERISTICS PROPER
To CITIZENS IN A DEMO-
CRATIC REGIME,
To express his own views of the

duties and sacrificed that are im-
posed on him; not compelled to
obey without being heard; these
are two rights of the citizen which
find in democracy, as its name
implies, their expression.
From the solidity, harmony and

good results produced by this be-
tween the citizens and the Gov-
ernment one may decide which
democracy is really healthy and
well balanced, and what is its life
energy and power of expansion.

Tf, then,we consider the extentA „:E <
arditiihe" citizens, es-
pecially in our day when the ne-

 tivity.of the State is so vast and

  

 

support of the masses, reduced to
the minimum status of a mere
machine, can impose its whims on
the better part of the real people,
the common interest remains seri-
ously and for a long time injured
by this process, and the injury
is very often hard to heal.
Hence follows clearly another

conclusion: the masses-ms we
have just defined them-are the
capital enemy of true democracy
and of its ideal of liberty and
equality,
In a people worthy of the name

the citizen feels within him the
consciousness of his personality,
of his duties and Yights, of his
own freedom joined to respect for
the freedom and dignity of others.
In a people worthy of the name

all inequalities based not on whim
but on the nature of things, in-
equalities of culture, possessions,
social standing-without of course
prejudice to justice and mutual
charity-do not constitute any ob-
stacle to the existence and the
prevalence of a true spirit of
union and brotherhood.
On the contrary, so far from

impairing civil equality in any
way, they give it its true mean-
ing, namely, that, before the
State, everyone has the right to
live honorably his own. personal
life in the place and under the
conditions in which the designs
and dispositions of Providence
have placed him.
As against this picture of the

democratic ideal of liberty and
equality in a people's government
by honest and farsceing men,
what a spectacle is that of a
democratic State left to the
whims of the masses:
Liberty, from being a moral

duty of the individual becomes a
tyrannous claim to give free rein
to a man's impulses and appetites
to the detriment of others.
Equality degenerates to a me-

chanical level, a colorless unform
ity, the sense of true honor, of
personal activity, or respect for
tradition, of dignity-in a word
all that' gives life its worth-
gradually fades away and. dis-
appears.
And the only survivors are, on

the one hand, the victims deluded
by the specious mirage of
racy, naively taken for the gen-
mine spirit of democracy with its
liberty and equality; and on the
other the more or less numerous
exploiters who have known how
to use the power of money and
of organization in order to secure
a privileged position above the
others, and have gained power.
It - CHARACTERISTICS oF
MEN HOLDING POWER IN A
DEMOCHATIO STATE,
The democratic state, whether

it be monarchical or republican,
should like any other form of gov.
ernment be entrusted. with "the
power to command with real and
effective authority.
'The absolute order Itself of be-

Ings and purposes, which shows
that man is an independent per-
son, namely the subject of in-
violable duties and rights, who is
the source and end of his own
social life, comprises the state
also ns m necessary society en-
dowed with authority, without
which it could neither exist nor
live. i

%s??? were gadem * depend» soi
ence on a superior authority pos-
sessing coercive power, they could

Rome Monarchists Hit

Printing Duce's Speech
 

ny Wires to Tax tre You: Toce,
ROME, Dec, 24-The Commu-

mist paper, Lunita, was not the
only paper to denounce the pub-
lication of Benito Mussolini's Mi-
lan speech in the weekly Canta-
chiaro.

L'Italia Nuova, a monarchist
daily, did so too, though less
prominently. Tt said that no anti-
Fascist had time to read such
stuff and certainly no Fascist
would "become wise and change
his mind" because of having read
it.

'The incredible thing about crit-
icisms is that the Cantachiaro il-
lustrated the text with satirical
drawings of Mussolini and titled
it "The Delirious Speech of Ba-
nasciuga." This was a gibe at
Mussolini for having said that
the Allies would not get beyond
the shoreline of Sicily.

 

resides in this popular assembly
from which political currents ra-
diate into every field. of public
life-for good or ill-the question
of the high moral standards,
practical ability and intellectual
capacity of parliamentary depu-
ties is for every people living un-
der a democratic régime a ques-
tion of life and death, of pros-
perity and decadence, of sound-
ness or perpetual unrest,
To secure effective action, to

win esteem and trust, every leg-
islative body should-as experi-
ence shows beyond doubt-gather
within it a group of select men,
spiritually eminent and of strong
character, who shall look upon
themselves as the representatives
of the entire propie and not the
mandatories of a mob, whose In-
terests are often unfortunately
made to prevail over the true
needs of the common good-a se-
lect group of men not restricted
to any profession or social stand-
ing but reflecting every phase of
the people's life; men chosen for
their solid Christian convictions,
straight and steady judgment,
with a sense of the practical and
equitable, true to themselves in
all circumstances; men of clear
and sound principles, with sound
and clear cut proposals to make;
men, above all, capable, in virtue
of the authority: that emanates
from their untarnished con-
sciences and radiates widely from
them, to be leaders and heads
especially in times when the
pressing needs of the moment ex-
cite the: people's impressionabil-
ity unduly and render it more
Hable to be Ted astray and get
lost; men who in periods of tran-
sition, generally stormy and dis-
turbed by passion, by divergent
opinions and opposing programs,
feel themselves doubly under the
obligation to send circulating
through the veins of the people
and of the State, burning with a
thousand fevers, the spiritual an-
tidote of clear views, kindly in-
terest, a justice equally. sympa-
thetic to all and a bias toward
national unity and concord in a
sincere spirit of brotherhood.
«Peoples whose anirim=*

wal temper
sound and .
selves and can produce the m-
alds and implements of democ-   

 

  

   

 

    

 

      
  
   

 

   

   

   
  
   

  

    

  

   

  
  
   

    

  

  
  
  
   
     

    

 

   

moral necessity and the crowning
of social development, the unity

ankind and of the family of
es?
the recognition of this prin-

le hangs the future of the
e. No world reform, no peace
antee can abstract from it

being _weakened |and
thout being untrue to itself.
on the other hand, this same

al necessity were to find its
ation in & society of peoples

ich succeeded in eliminating
ie structural defects and short-
mings of former systems, then
' majesty of that order would
late and inspire equally the

iberations of that society and
use of its instruments of sano.

For this reason, too, one under-
ds why the authority of such
ciety must be real and effec-

ve over the member states, in
wise, however, that each of

m retains an equal right to its
n sovereignty. -Only thus will
. spirit of sane democracy be

to pervade the vast and
ground of foreign rela

inst Wars of Aggres-
as Solution of Inter-
national Disputes
e is a duty, besides, im-

d on all, a duty which brooks
ay, no procrastination, no

itation, no. subterfuge: it is
duty to do everything to ban
e and for all wars of aggres-
as legitimate solution of in-
tional disputes and as a
is toward realizing national
tions.

imy attempts in this direction
been seen in the past. They
miled. And they will all fail

, until the saner section of
kind has the firm determina-
the holy obstinacy, like an
ation in conscience, to fultill
mission which past ages have

t undertaken with sufficiont
ty and resolution,
ever a generation has had to

science the call, "War on
" it is certainly the present

 

   

   

   

   

    

     

   

  
   

past ages, it has lived through
he indescribable atrocities with

intensity such that the recol-
ion of so many horrors must
in stamped. in its memory,
even in the decpest recesses

its soul, like a picture of a hell
inst which anyone who cher-
a sense of humanity desires

ore than anything else to close
door forever.

formation of a Common
Means to Maintain Peace
The decisions already published

byinternational commissions per-
one to conclude that an es-
tial point in any future inter-
tional arrangement would be

he formation of an organ for the
maintenance of perce, of an or-

n invested by common consent
th supreme power to whose of-
ce it would also pertain to

smother in ite germinal state any
threat of Isolated or. collective
aggression.
No one could hail this develop-
"t with greater joy than he

*~(d the principle .
..c as an apt and

w»udonate means of solving
international conflicts is now out
ae  

6
have all passed through the
school of suffering, will be able
to retain the stern lessons
learned.
And in this hope we are

strengthened by the words of
men who have had a greater
share in the sufferings of the war
and who have found generous
words to express, together with
the insistence on their own need
of security against any future
aggression, their respect for the
vital rights of other peoples and
their aversion to any usurping of
those rights.
Tt would be vain to expect that

this sage judgment, dictated by
the experience of history and a
high political sense should be-
while men's spirits are still burn-
ing white-hot-generally accepted
by public opinion, or even by the
majority.
Hatred and the impossibility of

mutual understanding have given
rise in peoples that have fought
against each other to a mist too
dense to hope that the hour has
already come when a ray of light
may shine out to clear the tragic
panorama on either side of its
dark wall.
But one thing we know: That

the moment will come, perhaps
sooner than the people think,
when both sides realize that, all
things considered, there is only
one way of getting out of the
meshes in which war and hate
have wrapped the world, namely
a return to the solidarity, too long
forgotten, a solidarity mot re-
stricted to these or those peoples,
but universal, founded on the in:
timate connection of their. des-
tiny and rights which belong
equally to both.

The Punishment of Crimes
No one certainly thinks of dis-

arming justice in its relations to
those who have exploited the war
situation in order to commit real
and proved crimes against the
common law, and for whom sup-
posed military necessity could at
most have offered a pretext, but
neve? a justification.
But if justice presumed to judge

and punish not merely individ-
wals but even whole communities
together, who could not see in
such a procedure a violation of
the norms which guide every hu-
man. trial? 4
TV-THE CHURCH A8 GUARD-
TaN OF MANS TRUE pic-
NITY AND LIBERTY,
At a timo when the peoples find

themselves with duties such as
perhaps they have never met be-
fore in the course of their his-
tory, they feel deeply in their tor-
tured hearts the desire, impatient
and almost instinctive, to take
the reins of their destiny in their
own hands with more indepénd-
ence than heretofore, hoping that
thus they will find it easier to
defend themselves from the peri-
odic invasions of violence which,
like a boiling lava. torrent, spares
nothing of all that they hold
sacred and dear.
Thank God, one may believe the

time has passed when the call to
moral and gospel principles to
guide the life of States and peo-
ples was disdainfully thrust aside
as unreal, ¢

  

-| Theeventsofthesewar
have given ample evidence to con-.
fute, in a harder way than one
Mocovafuse imagined: Anoke

transport, by the United States of
America and, with regard to Italy
in particular, by his excellency
the personal representative of the
Presidentof the Union.
It is a pleasure for us to ex-

press equal praise and gratitude
for the generosity of the head of
the State, the Government and
people of Spain, and the Govern-
ments of Ireland, Argentina, Aus-
tralia, Bolivia, 'Brazil, Canada,
Chile, Ttaly, Lithuania, Peru, Po-
land, Rumania, Slovakia, Hun-
gary and Uruguay who have vied
with one another in noble rivalry
of brotherly love and charity, of
which the echo will not resound
in vain through the world.
While men of good-will are en-

deavoring to bridge the gulf and
oadzw
purely Wlsinterested act of charity
assumes an aspect and a value of
unique importance.
When-as we all wish-the dis-

  

sonance of hate and discord that
| dominates the present moment
| will be but a tragie memory, th
|'rood effects of this victory of
| active and magnanimous, chari
| over the poison of selfishness an
| enmity will ripen into even a
larger harvest of good.

| Mayall who have had a share
| in this crusade of charity receive
| as an incentive and a token of
| gratitude our apostolio benedie»
tion and the thought that on the
feast of love from numberless
hearts in anguish, but not forget
ful in their anguish, there rises to
Heaven the grateful prayer for
them: Deign to reward, O Lord,
all those who do good to us for
Your name's sake with eternal
tie!

|
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eadly, the statesmen, responsible
leaders of nations, meet for talks,

t for conferences to determine the
' ~<ehts and duties on

whic with a enmmn-
co onl ite the

trail foward a better future, more
secure and more worthy of man-
kina.
A strange paradox this, of a

guwno” bitterness bids to reach
the limits of paroxysm, and of the

- notable progress made in aspira~
tions and proposals for a solid

dlasting peace! Undoubtedly
one may well discuss the worth,

- feasibility, the efficacy of this
or that proposal; judgment may
well be suspended in their regard,
but it remains none the less true
that the process has begun.
The Problem of Democracy
Moreover-and this is perhaps

the most important point-be-
neath the sinister lightning of the
war that encompasses them, in
the blazing heat of the furnace
that imprisons them, the peoples
have, as it were, awakened from
a long torpor. They have as-
sumed, in relation to the state
and those who govern, a new atti-
tude-one that questions, criti-
cizes, distrusts,
Tatight by bitter experience,

{my are more aggressive in op-
posing the concentration of dic-
tatorial power that cannot be
censured or touched, and call for
a system of government more in
keeping with the dignity and lib
erty of the citizens. These multi-
tudes, uneasy, stirred by the war
to their innermost depths, are to-
day firmly convinced-at first
perhaps in a vague and confused
way. but already. unyieldingly--
that had there been the possibil-
ity of censuring and correcting
the actions of public authority,
the world would not have been
dragged into the vortex of a dis-
astrous war, and that to avoid
for the future the repetition: of
such a catastrophe we must vest
efficient guarantees in the people
itself.
In such a psychological atmos:

phere, is it to be wondered at if
the tenden/; toward democracy
is capturin/ /the peoples and win-
ning a lari »measure of consent
and suppo.. from those who hope
to play a more efficient part in
the destinies of individuals and of
society?
Tt is searcely necessary to re-

"
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well balanced, and what is its life
engray and poses th tiin; |]

4 , we consider theextent
andwWagą-„.w
manded of. the citizens, es-
pecially in our day whenthe ac-
tivityof the State is so vast and
decisive, the democratic form of
government appears to many as
a postulate of nature imposed by
reason itself,
When, however, people call for

"democracy and better democ-
racy," such a demand cannot
have any other meaning than to
place the citizen ever more in the
position to hold his own personal
opinion, to express it and to
make it prevail in a fashion con-
ducive to common good.
People and 'The Masses
Hence follows a first conclusion

with its practical" consequence.
The state does not contain in it-
self and does not mechanically
bring together in a given terri-
tory a shapeless mass of individ-
wale,
It is and should in practice be

the organic and organizing unity
of a real people, 'The people and
a shapeless multitude (or as it is
called "'the masses") are two dis-
tinct concepts.
The people lives and moves by

its own life energy; the masses
are inert of themselves and can
only be moved from outside. The
people lives by the fullness of life
in the men that compose it, each
of whom-at his proper place and
in his own way-is a person con-
scious of his own responsibility
and of his own views.
The masses, on the contrary,

wait for the impulse from out-
side, an easy plaything in the
Hands of anyone who exploits
their instincts and. impressions;
ready to follow, in turn, today
this flag, tomorrow another.
From the exuberant life of a

true people, an abundant rich life
is diffused in the state and all its
organs, instilling into them, with
a vigor that is always renewing
itself, the consciousness of their
own responsibility, the true in-
stinet for the common good.
The elementary power of the

masses, deftly managed and, em-
ployed, the state also can utilize;
In the ambitious hands of one or
of several who have been artifi-
cially brought together for selfish
aims, the state itself, with the

  
 also as a necessary society en

dowed with authority, without
which it could neither exist nor
live. -- 4   

  

 

ence on a superiorauthority pos: |
sessing coercive power, they could
by this very fact cut the ground
trom under their own dignity and
liberty, by violating, that is, theabsolute order of beings and pur-poses.
As they are established on thissame foundation the person, theState, the Government, with theirrespective rights, are so boundtogether that: theystand or falltogether. And since that absoluteorder, in the light of right, rea-son, and in particular of theChristian faith, cannot have anyother origin than in a personalGod, our Creator, it follows that

the dignity of man is the dignity
of the moral community willed by
God; the dignity of political au-
thority is the dignity deriving
from its sharing in the authority
of God.
_ No form of State can avoid tak.
img cognizance of this intimate
and indissoluble connection-least
of all. a democracy. Accordingly,
if those in power do not see it,
or more or less discount it, their
own authority is shaken and so-
cial morality and that specious
appearance of a purely formal de-
mocracy may often serve as a
mark for all that is in reality
least democratic,
Only a clear appreciation of the

purposes assigned by God to
every human society, joined to a
deep sense of the exalted duties
of social activity, can put those
in power in a position to fulfill
their own obligations in the legis-
lative, Judicial and executive or-
der. with that objectivity, impar-
tiality, loyalty, generosity and in-
tegrity without which 'a demo-
cratic government would find it
hard to command the respect and
the support of the better section
of the people.
The deep sense of the principles

underlying a political and social
order that is sound and conforms
to the norms of right and justice
is of special importance in those
who in any kind of democratic
régime have, as the people's dele-
gates, in whole or part, the pow-
er to legislate.
And since the center of gravity

of a democracy normally set up

  

 

PLUS FOR WAR CURB

BY A WORLD GROUP

Continued From Page 1

dled by the passions of the war,
might prolong the bitterness be-
between foes. 'He then wenton:
"But one thing we know: that

moment will come, perhaps
sooner than the people think, when

- both sides realize that, all things
considered, there is only one way

- of getting out of the meshes in
which war and hate have wrapped

world, namely a return to the
solidarity too long forgotten, a sol-

- ddarity not restricted to these or
___ those peoples, but universa, found:
-ed on the intimate connecting of

their destiny and rights which be-
Jong equally to both."
Pope Pius, speaking clearly and

strongly, said he saw war-tortured
peoples 'becoming in every way
more aggressive in their opposition
to "the concentration of dictatorial
power that cannot be censured or
touched."

"In such a psychological atmos-
phere," he said, "is it tu be won-

at if the lendency toward
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democracy is capturing the peoples
and winning a large measure of
consent and support from those
who hope to play a more efficient
part in the destinies of individuals
and of society?"
At the same time the Pontiff

sharply distinguished between de-
mocracy as representing the people
from within and so-called. democ-
racy imposed upon "the masses"
from without.

"In the ambitious hands of one
or of several who have been artifi-
cially brought together for selfish
aims," he said, "the State itself,
with the support of the masses,
reduced to the minimum status of
a mere machine, can impose its
whims on the better part of the
real people; the common interest
remains seriously and for a long
time injured by this process, and
the injury is very often hard to
heal."

Defining a sound democracy, the
Pope asserted it would resolutely
turn its back on "such corruption
as gives to the State legislature
an unchecked and unlimited power
and, moreover, makes of the dem-
ccratic reginie, notwithstanding
an outward show to the contrary,
purely and simply a form of ab-
solutism."
Although the word "Russia" did

s i ( y"
I \I cou

not appear in the message many
listeners felt it was implied here,
especially when the Pope added
that under State absolutism "to
appeal to a higher law obliging in
conscience is not permitted."
The Pope closed with an eloquent

tribute to the United States and
Myron C. Taylor, President Roose-
velt's personal representative: to
the Vatican, for charitable work in
Italy.
"And in the first place," he said,

"it is but just to record them
mense work of assistance achie
in spite of extraordinary difficul-
ties of transport, by the United
States of America and, with re-
gard to Italy in particular, by His
Excellency the personal represent-
ative of" the President of the
Union."

Mr. Taylor's high standing with
the Pope has been long recognized
here, and recently it was rumored
he was about to be named a Papal
Duke.

VATICAN CITY, Monday, Dec.
25 (UR-Pope Pius XII,setting a
precedent, celebrated Christmas
Eve midnight mass personally at
St. Peter's Basilica before nearly

 

 
100,000 persons, including an esti-
mated 15,000 Allied soldiers.

%
 

thetic to all and a bias toward
mational unity and concord in a
sincere spirit of brotherhood.

| Peoples whose
temper

walt
selves and can produce the mu-
alds and implements of democ-
racy who live in such dispositions
and know how effectively to put
them into practice. +
But where such men are lack»

ing, others come to take their
places in order to make politics
serve their ambition, and be a
quick road to profit for them
selves, their caste and their class,
while 'the race after private in-
terests makes them lose sight of
completely and. jeopardize the
true common: good.

State Absolutism

A sound democracy, based on
the immutable principles of the
natural law and revealed truth,
will resolutely turn its back on
such corruption as gives to the
State Legislature an unchecked
and unlimited power and more-
over, makes of the democratic re-
gimé, notwithstanding an out-
ward show to the contrary, pure-
ly and simply a form of absolu-
tim.
State absolutism (not to be con-

fused, as such, with absolute
monarchy, of which we are not
treating here) consists in fact in
the false principle that the au-
thority of the State is unlimited
and that in face of when
it gives free rein to its despotic
aims, going beyond the confines
between good and evil-to appeal
to a higher law obliging in con-
science is not admitted.
A man penetrated with right

ideas about the State and author-
ity and the power that he wields
as guardian of social order will
never think of derogating the .
majesty of the positive law with-
in the ambit of its natural com
petence. But this majesty of pos
tive law is only inviolable when it
conforms-or at least is not op-
posed-to the absolute order set
up by the Creator and placed in a
new light by the revelation of the
gospel.
Tt cannot subsist except in so

far as it respects the foundations
on which human personality rests,
no less, than the State and the
Government. This is the funda-
mental criterion of every healthy
form of government, including
democracy. It is the criterionby
which the moral value of every
particular law should be Judged.
1, NATURE AND CONDITIONS
OF AN EFFECTIVE PEACE

  

SETTLEMENT, UNITY or
NMANKIND AND SOCIETY OF
PEOPLES.
We were anxious, beloved sons

and daughters, to take the occa-
sion of Christmastide to point out
along what lines a democracy be-
fitting human dignity can, in har-
mony with the law of nature and
the designs of God as manifested
in Revelation, secure happy re-
sults. Indeed we are deeply con-
vinced of the supreme importance
of this problem for the peaceful
progress of mankind.
But we also realize the exalted

claims that this form of govern-
ment makes on the moral ma-
turity of the individual citizen;
a moral maturity to which he
could never hope to attain fully
and securely if the light from the
cave of Bethlehem did not illu-
mine the dark path along which
the peoples are going forward
through the stormy present to-
ward m future which they hope
will be more serene.
But how far will the representa-

tives and pioneers of democracy
be inspired in their. deliberations
by the conviction that the abso-
Tute order of beings and purposes,
of which » we have repeatedly
spoken, comprises also, as a
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aggression.
No one could hail this develop-
"t with greater joy than he

* "la the principle

or

,..ulonato means of solving
international conflicts is now out
of date.

| Monstrous Means of Con-

ducting Hostilities!

No one could wish success to

 

taken with a seriousness of pur
pose never before known, with
greater enthusiasm than he who
has conscientiously striven, to
ake the Christian and religious

mentality reject modern war, with
Mts monstrous means of conduct-
jng hostilities,
Unquestionably the progress of

man's inventions, which should
have heralded the realization of
greater well being for all man-
kind, has instead been employed
to destroy all that had been built
up through the ages.
But by that very fact the im-

morality of the war of aggression}
has been made ever more evident.
And if now, to the recognition of
this immorality there is to be
added the threat of a judicialin-
tervention by the nations and of
chastisementinflicted on the ag-
gressor by the society of state
so that war will always be sub:
ject to the stigma of proscrip-
ton, always under surveillance
and lable to preventive measures,
then mankind, as it emerges from
the dark night in which it has
'been so long submerged, will be
able to hail the dawn of a new
and better era of its history.

Its Constitution. Excluding

Unjust Imposition

But only on one condition:
Namely that the peace settlement
which should be strengthened and
made more stable by mutual
guarantees and, where necessary,
economic sanctions and even
armed intervention, should not
give definite countenance to any
injustice, does not imply any
derogation of any right to the
detriment of any nation (whether

t be on the side of the victors,
the vanquished or the neutrals)

 

  

|| and does not impose any perpet-
wal burden, which can: only: be
allowed for a time as reparation
for war damage,
- That any people, to whose gov-
ernment-or perhaps even par-
Hally to themselvesthe respon-
sibility for the war is attributed,
should havefor a time to undergo
the rigors of security measures
until the bonds of mutual trust,
violently broken, should be grad-
wally welded together again, is
quite understandable from a hu-
man point of view, and in prac-
tice will in all probability be
inevitable.
Nevertheless even these peoples
must have a well-founded hope-
commensurate to their effective
collaboration in the work of re-
construction-of being able, to-
gether with the otherStates with
equal consideration and with the
same rights, to be associated with
the great community of nations.
To deny them that hope would
be the reverse of far-sccing wis-
dom, it would be to assume the
grave responsibility of barring
the way to a general liberation
from all the disastrous conse-
quences, material, moral and po-
litical, of the gigantic cataclygm
which has shaken the poor hu-
'man family to its very founda-
tions, but which, at the same
time, has shown it the rond to
new goals.

 

 

The Stern Lessons of Suf-

fering

We will not renounce our con-
fidence that the peoples, who

 

 

.| as unrest ._

oee
moral and gospel principles to
guide the life of States and peo-
ples was disdaintully thrust aside

ntsofthesewaryeu
havegiven ampleevidence co
fute, in a harder way than one
could ever have imagined, those
who spread such doctrines,
The disdain that they affected

toward this supposed unreality
has been changed into stark real-
ity: brutality, iniquity, destruc-
tion, annihilation.

It' the future to belong to
democracy, an essential part in
its achievement will have to be-
long to the religion of Christ and
to the church, the messenger of
our Redeemer's word which is to
continue His mission of saving
men. For she teaches and de-
fends supernatural truths and
communicates the supernatural
helps of grace in order to actuate
the divinely established order of
beings and ends which is the ulti-
mate foundation and directive
norm of every democracy.
By her very existence the

church rises before the world as
a shining beacon to remind it
constantly of that divine order.
Her history reflects clearly her
providential mission. The strug-
gles, which, coerced by the abuse
of power, she has had to sustain
in defense of the liberty given her
by God, were at the same time
struggles for man's true liberty.
The church has the mission to

announce to the world, which is
looking for better and more per-
fect forms of democracy, the
highest and most needed message
that there can be: the dignity of
man, the call to be sons of God.
It is the powerful ery, which
from the mangerof Bethichem to
the furthest confines of the earth
resounds in the ears of men at a
time when that dignity is tragic-
ally low.
The holy story of Christmas pro-

claims this inviolable dignity of
man. with a vigor and authority
that cannot be gainsaid
thority and vigor that infini
transcends that which all possible
declarations of the rights of man
could achieve.
Christmas, the great feast of

the Son of God who appeared in
human flesh, the feast in which
Heaven stoops down to earth with
ineffable grace and benevolence,
is also the day on which Christi-
anity and mankind, before the
crib, contemplating the "good-

ness and kindness of God our Sa
out"" become. more deeply con-
scious of the intimate unity that
God has established.. between
them.
The birth of the Saviour of the

world, 'of the restorer of human
dignity in all its fullness, is the
moment characterized by' the al-
liance of all men of good will.
There to the poor world, torn by
discord, divided by selfishness,
poisoned by hate, love will be re-
stored, and it will be allowed to
march forward in cordial har-
mony, toward the common goal,
to find at last the cure for its
wounds in the peace of Christ.
v-CRUsape FOR CHARITY
We do not want to close this

Christmas message without
dressing a word of heartfelt grati-
tude to all those-states, govern-
ments, bishops and. peoples-who
at this time of untold misfor-
tunes have lent us valiant ald as
we hearken to the ery of suffer-
ing which reaches us from so
many parts of the world and give
a helping hand to so many of our
beloved sons and daughters whom
the misfortunes of war have re-
duced to extreme poverty and
misery.
And in the first place it is but

just to record the immense work
of assistance achieved in spite of

 
 
the extraordinary: difficulties: of
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